
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  
The summer and beginning of September held many opportunities to work on points 
from my year plan! It was also a great time to prepare for the year ahead and develop 
projects for my committee. 
 
Provincial MacVotes Campaign 
Throughout May and June, I worked closely with Stephanie and the Communications 
department (especially Haley Greene and Michael Wooder) to refine and execute the 
campaign. The timing of the election resulted in a heavy online presence to encourage 
students to vote, which was quite successful. I ran the MSU Advocacy facebook page 
and Stephanie handled the twitter account, and we saw a lot of interactions and 
engagements with our posts. 
 
On May 29, we held a Candidates Debate in the MUSC Atrium with a fantastic turnout! 
The atrium was packed, to my great happiness, of students, staff, and community 
members. Four candidates were invited and in attendance: Peter Ormond (Green), 
Sandy Shaw (NDP), Ted McMeekin (Liberal), and Ben Levitt (PC). Stephanie, Wooder, 
and I wrote the base questions for the debate and we took a few from the audience that 
were edited for clarity and tone. 
 
The results showed a large shift for Queens Park. A 58% voter turnout (the highest 
turnout since 1999) resulted in a PC majority and a new MPP for Hamilton West-
Ancaster-Dundas NDP Sandy Shaw. Our riding had voter turnout of approximately 67%. 
A high voter turnout is very important for our lobbying efforts, as it shows that we are 
engaged constituents who will affect the results of the next election. Spicy! 
 
UCRU Budget Submission 
I finalized the Budget Submission on behalf of the Undergraduates of Canadian 
Research-Intensive Universities (UCRU) with the help of Stephanie and the new UCRU 
steering committee. I worked to ensure we met the main criteria from the committee: that 
the recommendation enhances the competitiveness of Canada. This was quite easy, as 
a more accessible post-secondary education system acts as a pathway for many 
students to accomplish their goals. We had some last minute changes after the Chair of 
UCRU consulted with the U15 lobbying group, which was ultimately handled with grace 
from all parties (especially Steph!). We submitted one recommendation to the Federal 
Finance Committee, on converting the federal tuition tax credit to upfront grants, and 
formatted the document according to UCRU brand standards. This was done with the 
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guidance and expertise of Communications Director Haley Greene!! Stephanie 
submitted the document and received confirmation from the government that it went 
through. At this point, we are currently waiting to hear back from the committee on next 
steps. 
 
OHIP for International Students 
After Stephanie and I consulted each other on what we hoped the OUSA priorities would 
be for the upcoming year, she fought hard for international student healthcare to be 
among these. International student healthcare is an OUSA priority for this year and was 
included at OUSA’s first Policy Symposium. I wrote up a research brief and a report on 
the topic, outlining the evidence to support OHIP for international students. The health, 
social, and economic benefits are incredible and every argument against can be met 
with more reasons in support of allowing international students to access OHIP. This will 
hopefully be covered during OUSA Lobbying Week in the fall. 
 
OUSA #textbookbroke Campaign  
The second run of the #textbookbroke campaign was an enormous success. Through 
both social media and tabling, we engaged a lot of students in the conversation of open 
educational resources, specifically open textbooks. A lot of students entered the contest 
at the table and I think this speaks to the timing of the campaign. We first ran it in 
January of this year, which many students remember; however, the atmosphere among 
students is quite different. Students are generally more excited, feel motivated, and are 
actively apart of campus life in the first few weeks of school. The Homecoming Festival 
on BSB field had constant heavy traffic, as did the table outside of the campus store. I 
am looking forward to the next week of online campaigning, we have lots of photos still 
to post, and to see what comes next. The campaign will be over by the SRA meeting but 
we are hoping to follow up with professors, students, and other stakeholders around 
campus. 
 
Aside from my AVP role, I am currently completing an OER project with the MacPherson 
Institute. This gives me a lot of access to resources and to staff who are actively 
pursuing the adoption of OERs at McMaster. I’m hoping to use this project as an “in” for 
my AVP duties as well. 
 
PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
MacVotes Campaign 
As mentioned above, we ran a heavy online campaign to encourage students to vote in 
the Provincial Election. This involved platform summaries, local candidate information, 
how to vote instructions, and reasons to vote. We also held a candidates debate with 
four local candidates from the major political parties. 
 
#textbookbroke 
We ran a contest, had a heavy social media presence that involved a lot of student 
participation and engagement, and promoted a Letter of Support for OERs that gained a 
lot of traction. This ePetition will be used in future lobbying efforts, as well as the results 
from other aspects of this campaign. 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
OUSA Tuition Policy 
I am co-authoring the OUSA tuition policy that will be presented at the upcoming 
General Assembly. My section is Fair Payment Process, which includes the models by 
which tuition is calculated, late fee guidelines, and program- or course-based tuition 
assessment. This has involved a great deal of research and is so exciting! The PCRs 
were due at the beginning of September and the body text is due September 28.  
 
OUSA General Assembly 
The most wonderful time of the year! Applications to be a delegate at the Fall OUSA 
General Assembly are open until September 30 at 11:59pm. It will be hosted at 
McMaster University (!!) from November 2-4, 2018 and I highly encourage you to apply! 
OUSA GA is a fantastic opportunity to learn more about the sector and about post-
secondary education advocacy!! We are currently hiring 5-7 delegates and it could be 
you. 
 
Student Perceptions of Data Collection 
The PFA committee is running a survey of the feelings students have regarding 
demographic data collection. The Ministry of Education has spoken about using the 
Ontario Education Number (OEN) as a means to understand how students move 
through the Ontario school system. This has implications beyond retention; it would 
ultimately be used to develop and implement targeted programming. This is a part of 
OUSA’s Comprehensive Access Strategy policy paper, which outlines barriers to post-
secondary, including at the primary and secondary education levels. The survey will be 
open for a while, with periodic promotional blasts. I’m hoping to finalize the questions for 
the survey and the dates for it at the PFA meeting on Tuesday, September 18 and I will 
update you at the meeting. 
 
Experiential Education at McMaster 
Next term, we’ll be running an OUSA campaign about experiential education. In the lead 
up to this, my committee and I will complete a report about experiential education at 
McMaster to understand where our strengths, weaknesses, and gaps currently are. This 
data will be used to further customize the campaign to McMaster and will be continued in 
the wake of the campaign, to pursue lobbying efforts. 
 
Metrolinx and Provincial Transportation 
I am in the process of forming a partnership with Metrolinx. They collect data on 
university students and I’m hoping to both aid them in that process and get access to the 
data they have. I have yet to hear back from them but it’s only been a few days, so I will 
update further at the meeting. 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
We’re out here! PFA meets on Tuesdays at 5:30 in the committee room and we always 
welcome new members!! There is currently an SRA seat open for the committee and I’m 
more than happy to answer any questions or address any concerns you may have. 
 
SUCCESSES  
The #textbookbroke campaign was great, especially huge shout-out to all of our 
volunteers and the Elisha, our Advocacy Coordinator!! 
 



OTHER 
It’s my birthday on Thursday (Sept 27) so please be nice to me!! Also, apply for OUSA 
general assembly! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Urszula Sitarz 
AVP Provincial & Federal Affairs 
McMaster Students Union 
avpprovfed@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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