
 
To the most honorable Members of the Assembly, 
 
I present to you the year-end report of the Sustainability Education Committee’s accomplishments 
for 2017-2018 term.  
 
PROGRESS 
Over the past year, the McMaster Student’s Union (MSU) Sustainability Education Committee (SEC) 
has become a prominent force within the MSU. I am proud to say that there is now a working outlet 
within the MSU for students and stakeholders to advocate for environmental sustainability. To 
future leaders – please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions at mcgillfb@mcmaster.ca.  
 
SLEF Composting 
I am happy to announce that there are three permanent composting bins that have been ordered 
for McMaster University Student Centre (MUSC). There have been student groups advocating for 
composting in MUSC for over ten years now. There have been petitions with hundreds of student 
signatures backing the need for more composting on campus and I want to acknowledge the efforts 
of past student groups. Largely with a collaboration between a SUSTAIN 3S03 student group 
wanting to get composting on campus and an allocation of Student Life Enhancement Fund (SLEF), 
SEC has successfully secured permanent composting in MUSC. From now on, the compost will be 
taken out by MUSC custodial staff. I would like to acknowledge that prior to this, courageous 
student groups monitored, sorted, and disposed of the composting bin located outside of Union 
Market. Through the support of student groups, Academic Sustainability Programs Office, MUSC 
Management, Hospitality Services, Facility Services staff and all those that been involved in securing 
the composting bins, we have successfully implemented the bins. Below you will find the custom-
made bins. The only difference is that they will read “Food Waste” as opposed to “Organics”.  $5,000 
of the $15,000 SLEF has been allocated towards the bins and approximately another $5,000 will be 
allocated towards promotional materials. This leaves approximately another $5,000 remaining for 
future use. My recommendation is that this money is used as promotional material, for replacing 
and repairing the bins, or to fund a future campaign through SLEF asking for more funding directed 
towards composting on campus.  
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Collaboration & Consultation 
A big goal for this year has been collaboration. SEC has expanded its collaboration to include more 
student groups, Hospitality Services, Academic Sustainability Programs Office, Office of Energy and 
Sustainability, McMaster Outdoor Club, Facility Services, NoLunchMoney, MSU clubs, Residence Life, 
student groups and more. I also consulted with various companies to find the best composting 
receptacle and ended up partnering with Hauser Industries.  
 
Updates to Policy and Operating Policy  
MSU Internal Governance Committee reviewed the SEC operating policy and made changes. SEC 
gave their input and recommended those various changes. Additionally, the SEC policy was recently 
passed by the assembly with various recommendation to University Administration to improve 
Environmental Sustainability on campus. I contributed to the section on Education and 
Accountability and recommended various ways of encouraging collaboration and transparency 
with backed research.  
 
“Know What to Throw” Campaign 
There is a new waste campaign in the making. I have met with The Underground designers on 
several occasions and have come up with a campaign design for the new composting program. The 
program is titled “know what to throw” and is designed to help encourage proper sorting habits 
and to avoid cross contamination. This will inform students of the new composting and mixed 
recycling bins. The program was under revision by MUSC administration, but I am now working 
with MUSC administration and the Underground together to find a solution that aligns with the 
goals of MUSC administration and the MSU.  



 
FOR FUTURE COMMITTEES  
The structure of SEC still has room for improvement. As a new member of the SRA, I did not have 
the prior knowledge of running a committee of my own, I hope that next year a structure is formed 
that will make better use of committee members.  
 
I encourage future assemblies to bring up issues of environmental sustainability at SRA meetings 
and to consider every issue with an eye to how a proposed motion will affect the environment. In 
accordance with the Dish with One Spoon agreement, I urge future committee members to consult 
with Indigenous groups on campus and OPIRG Working Groups. I have discussed with Lori 
Diamond, the Manager of MUSC that I am leaving in May and we will continue to stay in contact 
until a new chair is elected to ensure composting is successfully implemented until the proceeding 
chair is elected. SEC had great potential to grow and create change, I look forward to seeing what 
future committees make of it.  
 
 
 
Your Friend, 
Fiona McGill 
SRA Humanities and Chair of Sustainability Education Committee 
McMaster Students Union 
sustainability@msu.mcmaster.ca  
mcgillfb@mcmaster.ca 
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