
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  
My committee and I are in the process of finishing up two big projects that I had set out 
for this year. The Federal Budget Submission, on behalf of UCRU, is coming along 
nicely and should be done within the next week. Once it is complete it will be sent 
around for editing and formatting before we officially submit it to the government! This is 
huge for us in improving our Federal advocacy efforts and I’m so excited to see what is 
to come. The other project we’re working on will hopefully be picked up on by my 
successor. This project is focused on demographic data and we are hoping to gain 
insight into how students feel about the collection of demographic data. We also ran our 
Voter Registration campaign in the beginning of March, in partnership with OUSA. We 
have a video about the importance of voting coming out soon and we’re make anther 
video about how to register/how to vote before the end of Sarah’s term (but to be 
released closer to the election). Another goal of mine for this year was to ensure that our 
OUSA General Assembly delegates were well-trained and well-prepared. This was a 
huge success, our delegates showed confidence and knowledge and made me very 
proud.  
 
PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
OUSA Spring General Assembly was March 8-11 at Laurentian University. It was a jam-
packed weekend of policy debate but overall was very successful. The papers were very 
technical which is likely what lead to the general consensus of the assembly. Plenary, 
the final passing of the papers, likely broke a time record. It’s always exciting to see 
consensus built over the weekend and luckily we didn’t have to push too hard for the 
MSU stances. Before GA, we did training with our delegates to ensure they were 
prepared and we were a united front. The MSU always does this and it’s always so 
evident because of the quality of our comments, feedback, and interaction throughout 
the weekend. We incorporated some of the feedback we got from after our Fall GA 
training and I thought it was a success. 
 
The Voter Registration campaign was from February 28 – March 7. Thank you to those 
of you who volunteered for tabling! The campaign was successful but it was a bit slow to 
start. We definitely woke a lot of students from the midterm season grind and they 
seemed intrigued! We have a video coming out soon about the importance of voting and 
as I mentioned above, we’re going to release another video closer to the election to 
remind students about registering, how to vote, and how to vote if they didn’t register. 
For those of you reading this, please register to vote!! I’m sure you know the importance 
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of democracy by now, so express that right and visit https://www.elections.on.ca/en.html 
!! If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
I helped author the new MSU Sexual Violence Prevention and Response paper. Policy 
Conference was great for getting feedback, thank you to everyone who participated and 
gave such thoughtful comments! It was great to see MSU members present and 
engaged. The paper writing process was pretty smooth on my end, I learned a lot and 
I’m very excited to see these recommendations come to fruition. This paper means a lot 
to me and I’m so glad I got to work on it. Thank you, SRA, for passing it! 
 
We are currently (at the time of writing, will be done by the meeting) finishing up our LR 
Wilson card signing campaign, in collaboration with Mac Government Relations, SRA 
Social Sciences, the MSSS, and the Faculty of Social Sciences. If you haven’t yet and 
are reading this before the end of the week, please sign a card! Regardless of your 
faculty!! We are signing these cards that will be delivered to the Premier to thank her and 
the government for their significant contribution to LR Wilson. This building was funded 
because of student advocacy, the VP Education at the time started a letter writing 
campaign to encourage the Province to help us out. Our MPP Ted McMeekin (who was 
our MPP at the time, too) brought these letters to Queens Park and read them out, until 
everyone was so annoyed that they finally agreed to it. Kidding, of course, but the 
student voice is what brought us this building. At the time, the government was only 
funding STEM buildings and we, the students, managed to get a gorgeous Arts building. 
It’s amazing what students can do. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 
My committee and I are currently working to finish two projects we began earlier this 
term. As noted above, we are working on a Federal Budget Submission on behalf of our 
Federal Advocacy group UCRU (Undergraduates of Canadian Research-Intensive 
Universities). This budget submission is based off the recommendations we lobbied on 
during our UCRU Advocacy Week in November, when Chukky, Ryan, and I went to 
Ottawa. Two of my committee members and I are reorganizing two of the policy briefs, 
the Canada Federal Student Loans Program and the Indigenous Students, into a budget 
submission and adding some more evidence and data. Once we are finished, and I am 
hoping we finish within the next week, we will send it off for editing and formatting before 
it is officially submitted! An official submission is a huge step for the MSU. 
 
The other project we are working on is a report/submission for my successor on data 
collection and the Ontario Education Number (OEN). I initially hoped to complete this 
project this year but due to some timing issues, it would be better next year. The Ed 
Department ran two surveys in first term, the Health Services Review and the Ontario 
Post-Secondary Student Survey (OPSSS), so another survey would have been too 
much in first term. In second term, we were going to run another survey but then decided 
against it. We want the survey around data collection to be a relatively big project, 
hopefully get ethics approval and run it through FIPPA, and so it seemed best to leave it 
for next year. The change at the government level has been moving quite slow, which 
means that this topic will still be relevant next year and hopefully the resulting report can 
help speed up the process. In the meantime, we have been developing survey questions 
and collecting resources to ensure that the project is easy to start in the new year. 
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We will be filming another promotional video for voting in the upcoming Provincial 
election (June 8!!). We will film before the end of my term and Sarah’s term, with the 
release set for closer to the election. This will be another easy project for our successors 
to pick up on, as Atherai, Ryan, and I have been doing a lot of proactive planning and 
organizing. This video will likely have an emotional aspect, like the first, about the 
importance of voting. There is also the potential to do a smaller video to accompany this 
with basic instructions about voting, such as how to register, where/how to vote, what to 
do if you didn’t register, and so forth.  
 
Another aspect of the Voter Registration campaign and our preparation for the upcoming 
election is having candidate meet and greets! We have been in contact with the different 
MSU clubs for each major political party and we will be working with them to organize a 
candidate event on campus. The McMaster NDPs brought some of the local candidates 
earlier in March but we are hoping for a more formal version of this closer to the election. 
 
CURRENT CHALLENGES  
Reflecting on this year, the biggest challenge that I faced was in first term. I found the 
transition from working on my own to working with my committee difficult. It was a 
challenge to find meaningful projects for my committee to work on, especially because of 
the scope of my committee. In first term, I had initially planned to do a project on 
Experiential Education, and failed to really get it off the ground. My committee would 
meet, and we would discuss it, but we couldn’t seem to find an actionable item to work 
with. Dealing with this failure was difficult, at the time, but it was a very valuable 
experience. When I reflected on first term over the break, and read over the responses I 
received in the feedback survey I sent out, I was able to note where and why I failed. 
From there, I developed three projects for this term that were quite successful. These 
projects, the demographic data report, Federal Budget Submission, and planning the 
Voter Registration campaign, were engaging and meaningful. The work done on the 
Provincial and Federal Affairs Committee is important and I am so lucky to have had this 
opportunity.  
 
VOLUNTEERS  
All I can say is ‘thank you’! It has been an absolute pleasure working with you all, thank 
you very much for your time and energy. 
 
SUCCESSES  
Voter Registration campaign happened and we got students engaged with Provincial 
politics! We are finishing up our card-signing campaign to thank the province for the 
funding for LR Wilson! All of our new MSU policy papers were passed! The MSU killed it 
(as always) at OUSA General Assembly (also, my mom came and got to meet everyone 
which made me very happy).  
 
OTHER 
Huge shout-out to Emily, the SVPR Research and Policy Assistant!!! You were a 
rockstar, thank you. Another huge shout-out to Atherai, our amazing Project Assistant! 
This year would have been impossible without you. A big ‘thank you’ to Kirstin for your 
leadership and initiative with the LR Wilson card campaign! My mom was very 
impressed when she stopped by Spring GA to say hi after plenary! My grandma is also 
very proud of us and the work we do, so congratulations for getting the approval of two 
of the most important people in my life.  



Finally, I must say thank you to the whole Ed Team. This year was so great because of 
you and I’m so happy to have worked with such incredibly intelligent, engaging, and 
wonderful people. Especially to my fellow AVPs and Ryan, thank you for your endless 
support. 
 
 
Best, 
 
Urszula Sitarz 
AVP Provincial & Federal Affairs 
McMaster Students Union 
avpprovfed@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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