
Student Representative Assembly Meeting 17M 
Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH111 
 
 
 

Called to Order at 5:01pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 

Present:  Ahmed, Anas, Anbalagan, Aoki, Arbess, Deshpande, Fama, Florean, Gardner, Hackett, 
Ibe, Lao, McGill, McNally, Nwamadi, Ochocinski, Raez-Villanueva, Patel, Sabra Salim, 
Sabrin Salim, Senthillmohan, Shin, Stott, Szeliga, Vlatkovic 

Absent Excused:   
Absent Arnold, Obaidullah, Sooriyakumaran, Webb, Zhang 
Late  Chestney, D’Souza, Lee, Risi, Yun 
Others Present:  Urszula Sitarz (AVP: Provincial & Federal Affairs), Simi Jayeoba (MSU member), V. Scott 

(Recording Secretary) 
Chair Helen Zeng 

 
TERRITORY RECOGNITION 
 

▪ The SRA would like to recognize today that we are situated on traditional Haudenosaunee and 
Anishnaabe territories through the ‘Dish with One Spoon Wampum Treaty’. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Ibe, seconded by Vlatkovic that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as presented.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Amendment 
Moved by Deshpande, seconded by Ibe to amend the agenda to add the following statement as Business item #1: 
Moved by Deshpande, seconded by___ that the Assembly adopts the following statement: 
Whereas Canada has a history of colonial violence toward Indigenous people through, but not limited to, the 
Residential School System; 
And whereas Senator Beyak has violated the spirit of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) through her 
openly racist comments; 
And whereas said history of colonial violence remains ongoing, as exemplified through these public comments;  
And whereas the McMaster Students Union represents upwards of 400 Indigenous students; 
And whereas the McMaster Students Union has been advocating for and with Indigenous students at a federal 
level; 
And whereas the McMaster Students Union has an Indigenous Students policy paper that expresses explicit 
support for the TRC; 
 Be It Resolved That the McMaster Students Union endorses the NishawbeAski Nation’s petition calling for the 
resignation of Lynn Beyak from the Senate of Canada. 
 

▪ Deshpande stated that he was sorry for not adding this in time, but it came to his attention after the 
deadline. He explained that the circulated memo explains the rationale for this statement. He added that 
this doesn’t mean they have to pass the motion, but that they should debate it.  

▪ Ibe stated that he was fully in support in add this to the agenda.  
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Vote on Amendment  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Amendment 
Moved by Ibe, seconded by Lee to amend the agenda to add a Closed Session as Business item #4.  
 
Ibe stated that he would like to discuss a position that was currently in negotiations, and felt that it was prudent to 
speak to it in closed session.  
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 7 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote to Adopt Agenda 
Moved by Ibe, seconded by Vlatkovic that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as amended.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

▪ The Speaker asked observers to please sign the list at the back of the room. The Speaker welcomed the 
new SRA members that were just elected for the Engineering, Kinesiology, and Science caucuses. The 
Speaker announced that the livestream was currently not working, and to please let their constituents 
know.  

 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1.  Health Sciences Caucus – Lee presented 
 

▪ Lee summarized the report.  
 
Questions 

▪ Sabrin Salim asked how was promotions on LearnLink, and how many students do they reach. Lee 
responded that they posted the annual mid-term report on LearnLink and Facebook.  

 
2.  Humanities Caucus – Fama presented 
 

▪ Fama summarized the report.  
 
3.  Kinesiology Caucus – Gardner presented 
 

▪ Gardner summarized the report.  
 
4.  Provincial and Federal Affairs Committee – Urszula Sitarz presented 
 

▪ Sitarz summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

▪ Ibe asked about student consultation for the Sexual Violence and Response policy paper. Sitarz explained 
that she wasn’t the research assistant on the policy, but the author. She explained that she wasn’t sure at 
the moment what was happening for that, but can look into it.  
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▪ Ahmed asked about registration for voting. Sitarz responded that this was for the upcoming provincial 
election in June, and trying to get students to register to vote in the area that they will be in during that 
month.  

 
5.  Finance Committee – report attached  
 
6.  EB – Anbalagan presented 
 

▪ Anbalagan summarized the report.  
 
7.  EB – D’Souza presented 
 

▪ D’Souza summarized the report.  
 
8.  Vice-President (Education) – Deshpande presented 
 

▪ Deshpande summarized the report.  
 
9.  OUSA Provincial Advocacy Week – Deshpande presented 
 

▪ Deshpande summarized the report.  
 
10.  MSU Landlord Report – Deshpande presented 
 

▪ Deshpande summarized the report.  
 
11.  In It Together: - Deshpande presented 
 

▪ Deshpande stated that this was circulated for information. He summarized the report.  
 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

▪ Lee announced that Thode library hours will be extended again.  
▪ Yun announced that ArtSci will be hosting something for Presidentials on Wednesday in MUSC.  
▪ Ochocinski reported that the Finance Committee met last week, and that they’re currently teaming up for 

difference projects.  
▪ Sitarz reported that she reached out to the Research Assistant, Emily, and that last term the Health 

Services review happened and that they received data relevant to how campus and community can 
support survivors. She added that they will be getting the information from that, as well as from different 
services on campus on behalf of students.  

▪ Anbalagan announced that there will be a strategic theme for Welcome Week; Community Engagement. 
She explained that the point was to take year-long strides in continuing a good relationship with 
neighbours.  

▪ Ahmed reported that he will be reviving the SoBi referendum, and has been working with SoBi and the 
City of Hamilton.  

▪ Ibe gave a shoutout to the McMaster Womanists for their help in organizing the Women’s March. Ibe 
reported that he, Deshpande, and Stephanie Bertolo met with Ward 1 Councillor, Aiden Johnson, for an 
hour. He explained that they were looking forward to working together in a constructive way. Ibe 
announced that the SLEF idea process is now online, and will close on February 9.  
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QUESTION PERIOD 
 

▪ Florean asked Lee if it was student funding that was keeping Thode open late. Lee responded that the 
funding was coming from the Provost Office.  

▪ Sabrin Salim asked Lee what the hours were going to be. Lee responded that it would be the same 
structure as before: extended hours from Reading Week to beginning of exams, and then 24 hours for 
exams.  

▪ Arbess asked the Vice-President (Education) about what would the approximate timeline for resolution 
for the HSR, and what specifically in current time was different than any usual HSR service standard. 
Deshpande responded that they have no idea when service will improve, and that they’re at the complete 
mercy of the City. Deshpande stated that their priorities for now was to get the 51 – University bus from 
being cancelled first, as the City has openly admitted to cancelling it first. He stated that their second 
priority is to get the City back on track with their 10-year transit strategy, and the third was better 
weekend service.  

▪ Ahmed asked Deshpande asked if they have any specific plans in mind, regarding to the HSR. Deshpande 
responded that the City won’t commit to anything on the floor. He added that the MSU doesn’t really 
have leverage with them as they’re locked into a three-year contract and won’t be able to withhold 
money, and so they know that their threats are empty. Deshpande added that they just need to focus on 
knocking at doors as it’s more valuable when people make it a public issue.  

 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
1.  Close one (1) MSU seat on General Assembly Planning Committee 
 
Moved by Sabrin Salim, seconded by Aoki that the Assembly close one (1) MSU seat on General Assembly Planning 
Committee. 
 
Nominations  

▪ Louisa Araujo 
▪ Ibe nominated SimiJayeoba– accepted  

 
Vote on Closing  
 

Passes Unanimously  
 
Set Parameters  
Moved by Anas, seconded by Vlatkovic to set parameters for the election at one minute for opening statements, 
and one minute for questions per candidate, pooled.  
 
Vote on Parameters 
 

Passes Unanimously  
 

▪ The candidate spoke within the allotted time. 
▪ The Assembly voted by secret ballot.  

 

Candidate Vote 

Araujo 1 

Jayeoba 28 

Spoiled 0 

Abstained 0 
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▪ Simi Jayeoba won the MSU seat on the General Assembly Planning Committee.  
 
2.  Close one (1) MSU seat on the Honour M Award Committee 
 
Moved by D’Souza, seconded by Sabrin Salimthat the Assembly close nominations for one (1) MSU member to the 
Honour M Award Committee 
 
Nominations  

▪ Monica Sadik  
 
Vote to Close 
 

Passes Unanimously  
 

▪ Monica Sadik won the MSU seat on the Honour M Award Committee by acclamation  
 
3.  Close one (1) SRA seat on Standing Committee 
 
Moved by Anas, seconded by Sabrin Salim that the Assembly close one (1) SRA seat on the Internal Governance 
Committee. 
 
Nominations  

▪ Sabrin Salim nominated Raez-Villanueva – accepted  
 
Vote to Close 
 

Passes Unanimously  
 

▪ Raez-Villanueva won the SRA Seat on the Internal Governance Committee by acclamation  
 
BUSINESS 
 
1.  NAN Resolution  
 
Moved by Deshpande, seconded by Ibe that the Assembly adopts the following statement: 
Whereas Canada has a history of colonial violence toward Indigenous people through, but not limited to, the 
Residential School System; 
And whereas Senator Beyak has violated the spirit of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) through her 
openly racist comments; 
And whereas said history of colonial violence remains ongoing, as exemplified through these public comments;  
And whereas the McMaster Students Union represents upwards of 400 Indigenous students; 
And whereas the McMaster Students Union has been advocating for and with Indigenous students at a federal 
level; 
And whereas the McMaster Students Union has an Indigenous Students policy paper that expresses explicit 
support for the TRC; 
 Be It Resolved That the McMaster Students Union endorses the NishawbeAski Nation’s petition calling for the 
resignation of Lynn Beyak from the Senate of Canada. 
 

▪ Deshpande stated that he would like an opinion on this, so that everyone knows what they’re voting for.  
▪ Ibe stated this was a robust statement, and that it was important to follow up with Members of 

Parliament.  
▪ Lee asked how a stance like this would be communicated, and how would they move forward. Ceded 

remainder of time to Deshpande. 
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▪ Deshpande responded that this was different than other stances that they have taken, as this was a 
specific endorsement of an existing campaign that has action items. He explained that the follow-up will 
be communication to the First Nation that spearheaded this, and letting them know that they are 
supporting this.  

▪ D’Souza asked Deshpande to elaborate on communications with MISCA and CISA. Ceded remained of time 
to Deshpande.  

▪ Deshpande responded that he spoke with them to see if it was a good idea, and got support for it. He 
explained that they then worked out a motion with the two presidents.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously  
 
2.  Open SRA Seat on Standing Committee  
 
Moved by Ahmed, seconded by Sabra Salim that the Assembly open one (1) SRA seat on the Municipal Affairs 
Committee 
 

Passes Unanimously  
 
3.  Open SRA seat on Other Committees  
 
Moved by Ahmed, seconded by Patel that the Assembly open one (1) SRA seat on the following committees: 

▪ PSL Advisory Board 
▪ EFRT Advisory Board 

 
Passes Unanimously 

 
4.  Closed Session  
 
Moved by Ibe, seconded by Fama that the Assembly move into Closed Session.  
 

▪ Ibe stated that he was looking for critical commentary and feedback on a position they were looking to 
create with Residence Life, and to see if it was beneficial for students.  

 
Vote on Motion  
 

Passes Unanimously  
 
Returned to Open Session 
 
TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, February 4, 2018 
5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 

Present: Ahmed, Anas, Anbalagan, Aoki, Arbess, Chestney, D’Souza, Deshpande, Fama, Florean, 
Gardner, Hackett, Ibe, Lao, Lee, McGill, McNally, Nwamadi, Ochocinski, Raez-Villanueva, 
Risi, Patel, Sabra Salim, Sabrin Salim, Senthillmohan, Shin, Sooriyakumaran, Szeliga, 
Vlatkovic, Yun 

Absent Excused:   
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Absent Arnold, Obaidullah, Stott, Webb, Zhang 
Late   
Others Present Urszula Sitarz (AVP: Provincial & Federal Affairs), Simi Jayeoba (MSU member), V. Scott 

(Recording Secretary) 
Chair Helen Zeng 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Moved by Anas, seconded by Ahmed that the meeting be adjourned.  
 

Passes Unanimously  
 
Adjourned at 7:25 pm 
/vs 


