
 
General Overview 
This campaign involved an Addictions Awareness Fair that used the same 
model as previous years along with a new online campaign component. 
We booked out the student centre atrium and set up “Drunk Mario Kart” 
as our centerpiece and also invited a number of campus partners who 
also deal with addictions to table. Participants were encouraged to go 
around to each of the stations and learn more about addictions related 
issues and answer questions on a ballot that entered them to win a variety 
of prizes, including gift cards from the Campus Store and other local 
businesses. There is inherent difficulty in tracking attendance with atrium 
bookings, but around 100 people stopped by.  
 
The online campaign dealt with the issue of harm reduction in several 
components, including signs of overdose, how to identify addiction, safe 
drinking strategies, injection safety, and self-harm. All of the content was 
produced by the Research and Advocacy Committee, who uploaded 
resources and citations for all of the blurbs accompanying our posters on 
our website on a page dedicated to the campaign. We had around 1000 
people engage with each of our component posts online, and received 
overwhelmingly positive feedback from other MSU services as well as 
community members such as students from the medical school.  
 
Partners 
Our partners were EFRT, COPE, and Leave the Pack Behind, who all 
tabled at the event. 
 
Reflection 
Overall, I’m really happy with the way that the campaign went. We 
tackled a timely issue that many people in Hamilton are discussing 
currently in terms of safe injection sites but also the new naloxone kits 
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that are now publicly available. It was the first advocacy campaign that 
we took on and I think it speaks to how well the new service structure is 
working. The work that the committee did was of exceptional quality and 
had measurable impact. In terms of the fair, I think it’s always challenging 
for us to provide programming where we need people to come in and 
engage with us instead of going to them. That being said, I think the 
atrium is an effective forum to try and combat some of those challenged 
and would love to see it continue being used for both this campaign and 
any others. 


