
Every year, all three levels of gov-
ernment along with major insti-
tutions go through their bud-
get-setting processes. To ensure 
the process is democratic, they 
often listen to stakeholders and 
take their needs into consider-
ation. Part of effective lobbying 
is ensuring your priorities are 
incorporated into the respective 
budget. Stakeholder organiza-
tions often release a “budget sub-
mission,” which outlines their 
priorities and the costs associat-
ed with them, with the hope that 
the budget managers will actual-
ize those priorities.

The MSU has released sev-
eral budget submissions as we 
have grown our advocacy capac-
ity. Each year, we submit a bud-
get to the provincial government 
through the Ontario Undergrad-
uate Student Alliance (OUSA), 
and we have seen remarkable 
success through this. The most 

notable success was the 2015 
budget submission, which asked 
the government of Ontario to re-
allocate the Education Tax Credit 
to upfront grants in the form of 
the Ontario Student Assistance 
Program (OSAP). As a direct 
result of OUSA’s lobbying as ac-
knowledged by the government, 
this exact ask was realized, and 
the new OSAP we’re all familiar 
with was created. OUSA has re-
leased a submission to the prov-
ince for 2018, where we ask for 
investment into open educational 
resources, experiential education, 
and restoration of public funding. 
The MSU also releases an annu-
al University Budget Submission, 
where we ask the University for 
investments and reallocation of 
funds into particular areas.

For the first time, we have 
created a submission for the City 
- a municipal budget submission. 
Asking the City of Hamilton for 
budget investments is important, 
as students represent a large de-
mographic in the city. Our pri-
orities for this budget include: 
transit, housing, student employ-
ment, waste management, and 
by-law programs.

For transit, we are asking the 
City to invest in the 10-year tran-
sit strategy, as outlined by staff in 
2015. Year three of this strategy 
was not honored last year, and 
we want to ensure that develop-
ment of robust and rapid transit 

continues in the city. MSU mem-
bers pay over $4 million into the 
HSR, and we represent 12% of 
the HSR’s revenue. As a major 
transit stakeholder, we also want 
to see prioritization of the routes 
we use the most, including the 51 
University bus line.

Landlord licensing has been 
a priority for the MSU for nu-
merous years. We have offered 
our support for the proposed 
pilot project that would cost 
$60,000. Licensing landlords 

would ensure compliance with 
legal standards and reduce the 
amount of student tenants that 
are manipulated or mistreated by 
delinquent landlords. This pro-
gram could be run cost-neutral 
to the City with a $100 landlord 
licensing fee, per lease.

Budgetary lobbying is about 
smart solutions that need the 
necessary investments to make 
them a reality. To read the mu-
nicipal budget submission, go to 
msumcmaster.ca/reports.
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