
For some, it is hard to believe that 
student politics can make a dif-
ference in student life. However, 
the results of student politics can 
be seen every day, from where we 
decide to eat on campus, to how 
much we receive in financial aid. 
MSU presidential elections will 
continue to shape the student ex-
perience at McMaster University. 
Politics and campaigns undeni-
ably matter. 

They matter because two 
years ago, Justin Monaco-Barnes 
promised students an expansion 
to the Pulse and more student 
space. Soon, we will be breaking 
ground on the Student Activity 
Building and beginning the Pulse 
expansion project. Ehima Osazu-
wa ran a campaign in part con-
cerned with lowering tuition, and 
a year later we saw transformative 
changes to the OSAP program 
through the MSU’s leadership in 
provincial advocacy. Teddy Saull 

wanted to improve student life, 
and ended up creating Light Up 
the Night, the annual McMas-
ter block party. David Campbell 
advocated for and eventually 
achieved increased transit sched-
ules for students. Siobhan Stew-
art advocated for and in time got 
a fall reading week for students. 
MSU presidential elections mat-
ter. These aspects of student life 
we celebrate and may take for 
granted began with candidates 
putting themselves forward, and 
students voting for them.

As students begin the pro-
cess of deciding what candidate 
they believe in and choosing 
who to rank first, second, third 
and so forth on the ballot, there 
are several critical questions that 
must be asked. What are the mo-
tivations behind a candidate run-
ning? What have they done in the 
past to uplift and enhance stu-
dent life at McMaster? The best 
marker for future success is past 
success, combined with lessons 
learned from previous failures. 

The platforms of candidates give 
students a sense of where their 
priorities lie, allowing students to 
decide who will best deliver the 
change they desire. Nonetheless, 
the role of the MSU president is 
only partially related to fulfilling 
ideas on a platform.  Fundamen-
tally, the job is to articulate the 
concerns of the student body to 
relevant stakeholders, while be-

ing an impassioned advocate for 
such concerns.  The job is part 
advocacy, part representation, 
part platform, and part student 
relations. It is essential for candi-
dates to strike a balance through-
out these roles.

Students should approach 
candidates with gratitude for 
the sacrifices they make to run a 
campaign. In addition, students 
should also hold their candidates 
accountable for their statements, 
ideas, and priorities. Michelle 

Obama shared great wisdom 
when she said, “The presidency 
doesn’t change who you are, it re-
veals who you are, and the same 
thing is true of a presidential cam-
paign.” Candidates are permitted 
to make mistakes, learn, and 
come back the next day even bet-
ter. Whether you are running for 
us, want to fill the gaps, building 
tomorrow, today, allowing stu-

dents to raise their voice, believe 
it is our destiny, or you want to 
see our community improve fast-
er or step forward, we all want to 
make McMaster dope.  I thank all 
the candidates for trusting their 
dopeness, and for the teams that 
support them. Marauders are in 
good hands, and I look forward 
to the process and the result. Vis-
it msumcmaster.ca/elections for 
more information on the OPIRG 
referendum and details on each 
of the presidential candidates. 
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