
Student Representative Assembly Meeting 17I 
Sunday, October 29, 2017 at 5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH111 
 
 

 
Called to Order at 5:01pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present:  Ahmed, Anbalagan, Arnold, Chestney, Deshpande, D’Souza, Fama, Florean, Gardner, 

Hackett, Ibe, Lao, Lee, Lightstone, McNally, Obaidullah, Patel, Sabra Salim, Sabrin Salim, 
Senthillmohan, Webb, Wilson, Yun 

Absent Excused:   
Absent Anas, McGill, Ochocinski 
Late  Aoki, Risi, Sooriyakumaran, Szeliga, Vlatkovic, Zhang, Zheng 
Others Present:  Shawna Rafacz (McMaster Marching Band), Jaime Jewer (McMaster Marching Band), 

Hazra Chowdhury (FYC Coordinator), Justin Lee (FYC Chair), Maryanne Oketch (MSU 
Member), Aidan Johnson (Hamilton Ward 1 City Councillor), Joey Coleman (Hamilton 
Resident), Stephanie Bertolo (AVP Municipal Affairs), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Helen Zeng 
 
TERRITORY RECOGNITION 
 

 The SRA would like to recognize today that we are situated on traditional Haudenosaunee and 
Anishnaabe territories through the ‘Dish with One Spoon Wampum Treaty’. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Stott that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as presented.  
 
Amendment 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Aoki to strike Committee Business Items #1 and 2.  
 

 Lightstone stated that the Internal Governance Committee made a mistake, and should have added a 
residence rep to the Bylaws. He explained that he would like to remove this from the agenda so that they 
can fix it at a later date.  

 Lee asked why they were striking Committee Business Item #2 as well.  
 Lightstone responded that since they were amalgamating Bylaw 15/A and 15/B into one document, it 

doesn’t make sense to do item #2 if they weren’t approving item #1.  
 
Vote on Amendment  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Amendment  
Moved by Patel, seconded by Sabra Salim to move Business Items #2 and 3 to before Delegation from the Floor.  
 

 Patel stated that there are MSU members in the back waiting to be elected.  
 Deshpande stated that he would prefer to have it after Delegation from the Floor as they have speakers 

here to talk to the Assembly.  
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Amendment to the Amendment 
Moved by Webb, seconded by Lightstone to amend the amendment to have Business Items #2 and 3 be moved to 
after Delegation from the Floor. 
 

 Webb stated that she agreed with Deshpande and that’s why this motion was introduced.  
 
Vote on Amendment to the Amendment 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote on Amendment 
Moved by Patel, seconded by Sabra Salim to move Business Items #2 and 3 to after Delegation from the Floor.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Amendment  
Moved by Anbalagan, seconded by Wilson to strike the Smoking Ban Policy from Delegation from the Floor.  
 

 Anbalagan stated that the presenters asked for the Delegation to be at the next meeting.  
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Lightstone 

Motion Passes 
 
Vote to Adopt Agenda 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Stott that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as amended.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Moved by Patel, seconded by Lightstone that the Assembly adopt the minutes from SRA meeting 17G – September 
24, 2017, as circulated.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 The Speaker asked for everyone who was able to, to please stand while speaking and project their voice 
for the livestream. She reminded everyone that there was the observer’s list being circulated at the back, 
and to please sign it. The Speaker asked for everyone to please clean up after themselves once the 
meeting is done. The Speaker also asked for everyone to please arrive early so that the meeting was ready 
to go for 5pm.  

 
DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Set Parameters 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Stott to set parameters for Delegation from the Floor #1 at 15 minutes for 
presentation, and 10 minutes for questions.  
 

 Lightstone stated that this was reasonable.  
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 Ibe added that he spoke to Aiden Johnson, and he only needed five minutes.  
 
Amendment 
Moved by Ibe, seconded by Lee to amend the motion to read: “Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Stott to set 
parameters for Delegation from the Floor #1 at 7 minutes for presentation, and 15 minutes for questions.”  
 
Vote on Amendment  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote on Parameters 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Stott to set parameters for Delegation from the Floor #1 at 7 minutes for 
presentation, and 15 minutes for questions. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
1.  Ward 1 Updates – Aiden Johnson presented  
 

 Johnson stated that it was a privilege to be invited to speak to the SRA, and regretted that it was the first 
time coming since being elected in 2014. Johnson updated the Assembly on what has happened with the 
City over the past couple of years. He explained that they have adopted an indigenous justice strategy, 
which was renamed the urban indigenous urban strategy, where they are looking at growing the 
population of indigenous peoples in the city of Hamilton. Johnson added that McMaster was involved in 
the creation of the strategy and that the council now uses the territory recognition at the beginning of 
their meetings to show proper respect. Johnson stated that the second thing he wanted to talk about was 
that there was a delegation to Council about Trans folks, which came about from a Trans woman being 
forcibly removed from the female bathroom in the HSR station. He explained that due to a lawsuit, it 
started a protocol and they had a great conversation and discussions with the community and it was with 
thanks to the queer student community. Johnson stated that the third thing he wanted to touch upon was 
LRT, which has been something they have been working on together since 2014, and thanked those who 
had been a part of the project. Johnson ended the delegation by letting the SRA know that in the budget 
deliberations they will be looking at whether to undertake licensing for landlords, and if they would be 
funding the pilot project. He explained that he would like to see this happen as it would hold landlords to 
a higher standard, and it would be easier to enforce the bylaws.  

 
 
Questions  

 Deshpande stated that he sits on the rental housing sub-committee, and hasn’t seen much movement on 
the landlord licensing issue since the summer. He asked if there was an update on that, as the last time a 
meeting was scheduled it was canceled and hasn’t heard from anyone since. Johnson apologized that no 
one had responded to Deshpande. Johnson stated that he doesn’t know what happened and hasn’t had 
the chance to talk about this with the Chair. Johnson added that the motion came to Council in August 
and they voted to table the discussion to the budget process.  

 Lightstone asked if Johnson had any updates on the anti-racism initiatives. Johnson responded that he 
didn’t have an update, and didn’t know where the project was at. He added that he knew that an equity 
toolkit was being developed for a lens for all City policy. 

 Wilson stated that Ward 1 had more students between the ages of 18-24 compared to other wards in 
Hamilton. Wilson stated that the students deserve effective representation at City Hall, but it sounds like 
despite this fact it sounds like there was continuous student disapproval about having Mohawk bylaw 
officers, it was brought forward by Johnson. Wilson asked for Johnson to give an explanation to this. 
Johnson stated that he regrets if they thought their representation was poor. He added that he never 
referred to anyone as being a hygiene problem, and that language was immoral. Johnson explained that 
he referred to physical garbage being a hygiene problem when left out. Johnson stated that in respect to 
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the bylaw enforcement he felt it was good for students to have a safe environment and felt that it was the 
case that landlords had special obligations.  

 Lee asked if Johnson had looked into other bylaw enforcement that didn’t put the onus on the students. 
Johnson stated that bylaw enforcement was just one tool amongst several. He added that another tool 
would be landlord licensing, and that they were looking into a multi-strategy.  

 Ibe welcomed Johnson to the Assembly, and stated that it was his expectation that a City Councillor have 
a pro-active relationship with their constituency. Ibe stated that there have been several issues that have 
been brought forward to City Council, and it’s only fair that students share their concerns. He felt that 
they had a difference of opinion on how words have been used, and that Johnson did characterize 
students as a hygiene problem. He added that Wilson’s question wasn’t answered and would like Johnson 
to answer it. Ibe stated that he heard from his predecessors that Johnson says one thing to the MSU and 
something different to City Council, and that Johnson described the people who live in Ward 1 specifically 
having no intelligence. Ibe wondered what Johnson says about students when they’re not looking. Ibe 
explained that there have been some challenges, and not just with the expansion of the bylaw program. 
Ibe felt that Council chose the most ineffective policy and that it puts the onus on students. Ibe asked 
Johnson if he was an honest man, and how would he characterize his leadership with this. Johnson 
responded that he tries his best to be honest and fruitful, and that he didn’t regard his constituency as 
being stupid or unintelligent. Johnson added that anyone can watch the Council meeting of where 
garbage was the hygiene problem, not students. He explained that it literally referred to public health. 
Johnson stated that Ibe clearly had issues with his leadership, which was a reasonable disagreement that 
happened amongst reasonable people.  

 
Moved by Wilson, seconded by Sabrin Salim to extend questions by 10 minutes.  
 

 Wilson stated that there are a lot of student issues in the community and think there are concerns people 
haven’t had a chance to talk about.  

 
Vote to Extend 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Questions cont.  

 Wilson stated that they would like to talk about the possibility of Ainslie Wood North being moved to be 
part of Ward 14. They asked why Johnson thought this would be effective representation of the 
community. They added that both areas are geographical distinct communities unless someone has a 
vehicle. Wilson asked why this would be a positive thing. Johnson responded that he favoured the status 
quo boundaries of Ward 1, and didn’t support Ainslie Wood North being put into another ward.  

 Lightstone asked about the funding of the pilot project of landlord registration and it going to the budget 
process. Lightstone asked how it worked. Johnson responded that Council can vote to authorize new 
expenditures at their discretion, but they would have to cite the funding source. Johnson stated that with 
the budget process the funding can be drawn when Council sees the need, but they will be putting it 
through in January.  

 Sabra Salim asked how Johnson was going to make sure that the City was targeting landlord absenteeism 
and not putting students in financial distress with bylaw infractions. Johnson responded that he wasn’t an 
expert in landlord tenant law, but he was willing to work with the MSU and the Hamilton Legal Clinic to 
work on an education campaign.  

 
Moved by Ibe, seconded by Ibe to exhaust the Speaker’s List. 
 
Vote to Exhaust 
 

Passes Unanimously 
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Questions cont.  
 Ibe thanked Johnson for answering their questions. He asked Johnson what was the basis moving forward 

with the office and building relationships. Johnson responded that he has had meetings with the previous 
MSU executives, and didn’t know that the SRA took delegations until last week. He explained that he was 
looking forward to continuing conversations.  

 Bertolo stated that the MSU’s concern was that a lot of what has been stated for the bylaws was that the 
responsibility was being put on the students. She stated that bylaws were not easy to understand, as they 
weren’t intuitive. She asked how they could balance the responsibility on students. Johnson responded 
that the responsibility was complex, but that students should educate themselves and get help from a 
lawyer if they would like to understand more about the bylaws.  

 Ahmed ceded to Deshpande. Deshpande stated that students shouldn’t be dealing with the bylaw fines. 
He explained that if the fine was to be going to the landlord then City staff shouldn’t be dealing with 
students. Deshpande stated that there wasn’t an appeal process and students are boxed into paying fines 
when landlords are threatening their tenants. He explained that this wouldn’t be an issue if staff was 
dealing directly with landlords, this way students wouldn’t be taken advantage of. Deshpande asked how 
this would be taken into improving the program. Johnson responded that this was an important point. He 
asked Deshpande if the bylaw officers were giving tickets to students. Deshpande responded that there is 
evidence of tickets left on the door and because the student took the ticket the City staff was dealing with 
the student. Johnson responded that if the staff was taking the responsibility and assigning it to the 
student then that was bad. He stated that he will follow-up with this concern.  

 
Set Parameters  
Moved by D’Souza, seconded by Stott to set parameters for Delegation from the Floor #2 at 15 minutes for 
presentation, and 10 minutes for questions. 
 

 D’Souza stated that this these parameters have been communicated to all of the required groups 
presenting for Bylaw 5 – Financial Affairs. 

 
Vote on Parameters 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
2.  McMaster Marching Band –  Shawna Rafacz and Jaime Jewer presented 
 

 Shawna Rafacz and Jaime Jewer went over the presentation with the Assembly.  
 
Questions 

 Lightstone stated that the presentation went really well. He asked about the rent-to-own agreement. He 
felt that from a financial perspective they were paying more than if they bought it outright. Jewer 
responded that when it came to granting instruments, it depends on the instrument itself. She explained 
that it would definitely be nice to have financial support. Rafacz stated that if they outright bought a 
saxophone, but no one plays the saxophone then the instrument would just sit there. She added that this 
makes sure that everything was being used.  

 D’Souza stated that he could bring forward the constitution meeting at the next SRA meeting. He asked 
about the budget and why there was two sections listed rental expenses, and capital. Jewer responded 
that that was a typo and they consider that to be an operating expense.  

 Lee asked what they were doing for practise space. Rafacz responded that the church space was working 
well for them.  

 Wilson asked if there were any events they would like to see the MSU book the Marching Band for. Rafacz 
responded that they would love to be a part of Welcome Week and Fall Preview.  

 Sabra Salim asked if the new woodwinds instructor will be paid, or was a volunteer. Jewer responded that 
the instructor was being paid, but at a lower wage.  
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 Patel asked about the bus expenses. Rafacz responded that buses are expensive as it depends on where 
the event was and how long it takes to get there.  

 D’Souza asked if they were getting ideal students and what they were doing for engagement. Rafacz 
responded that they get a lot of signups at ClubsFest with around 100, but 20-30 actually showing up. 
Jewer added that they try to negotiate with new members who have financial problems and try to 
alleviate costs to get as many members as they can.  

 Lightstone asked if they would be having a delegation at the Eng Musical like last year. Rafacz responded 
that they would like to do that as it was fun.  

 D’Souza asked how they ensured successful transition. Rafacz responded that they make sure they have 
good records and transition packages. She added that those who join band usually stay awhile so they rely 
on senior members.  

 
BUSINESS 
 
1.  Open MSU Seat on Standing Committee 
 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Stott that the Assembly open one (1) MSU seat on the Municipal Affairs 
Committee. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
2.  Close MSU Seat on Standing Committee 
 
Moved by Deshpande, seconded by Vlatkovic that the Assembly close one (1) MSU seat on the following SRA 
Standing Committees: 

 Federal & Provincial Affairs 
 Municipal Affairs 

 
Nominations 

 Maryann Oketch – Federal & Provincial Affairs - accepted 
 Veronica van der Vliet – Municipal Affairs – accepted  

 
Moved by Deshpande, seconded by Anbalagan that the Assembly recess for five minutes.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Recessed at 6:33pm 
Called to Order at 6:40pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present:  Ahmed, Anbalagan, Aoki, Arnold, Chestney, Deshpande, Fama, Florean, Gardner, 

Hackett, Ibe, Lao, Lee, Lightstone, McNally, Obaidullah, Patel, Risi, Sabra Salim, Sabrin 
Salim, Senthillmohan, Sooriyakumaran, Szeliga, Vlatkovic, Webb, Wilson, Yun, Zhang, 
Zheng 

Absent Excused:   
Absent Anas, McGill, Ochocinski 
Late  D’Souza 
Others Present:  Shawna Rafacz (McMaster Marching Band), Jaime Jewer (McMaster Marching Band), 

Hazra Chowdhury (FYC Coordinator), Justin Lee (FYC Chair), Maryanne Oketch (MSU 
Member), Aidan Johnson (Hamilton Ward 1 City Councillor), Joey Coleman (Hamilton 
Resident), Stephanie Bertolo (AVP Municipal Affairs), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Helen Zeng 
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Vote to Close MSU Seats on Standing Committees 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Maryanne Oketch won the MSU Seat on the Federal & Provincial Affairs Committee by acclamation. 
 Veronica van der Vliet won the MSU Seat on the Municipal Affairs Committee by acclamation.  

 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1.  First Year Council – Justin Lee presented 
 

 J. Lee summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Lightstone thanked J. Lee for presenting. He asked about SOCS not sending a rep. He asked if they had any 
information on how to work with them. Hazra Chowdhary, FYC Coordinator, responded that that was the 
case initially but SOCS agreed to put something forward and applications just closed last week.  

 D’Souza thanked J. Lee for his leadership. He asked what the engagement of first year students was with 
the MSU. J. Lee responded that they were planning events, and doing their best to get students 
interacting.  

 Florean asked what FYC was doing to get the ball rolling on projects. Chowdhary responded that when she 
was hired she knew that communicating with Residence Life would be a struggle. She stated that they 
wanted everything set and ready by the end of August. She added that she has been trying to get in 
contact with them. 

 Sooriyakumaran asked about Cookies and Cram. J. Lee responded that they don’t have all of the details 
sorted out yet, but they will be booking out a study room and invite first year students to come out for a 
topic study.  

 Patel asked for an expansion on who they were trying to contact with Residence Life. Chowdhary 
responded that she met with multiple people this summer, and that she was in communication with 
Simon and then Kevin Beattie. She explained that after the summer it’s just been back and forth.  

 
Moved by Anbalagan, seconded by Deshpande that the Assembly recess for 15 minutes. 
 

 Anbalagan stated that the full-time staff need a break. 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Recessed at 7:09pm 
Called to Order at 7:25pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present:  Ahmed, Anbalagan, Aoki, Arnold, Chestney, D’Souza, Deshpande, Fama, Florean, 

Gardner, Hackett, Ibe, Lao, Lee, Lightstone, McNally, Patel, Risi, Sabrin Salim, 
Senthillmohan, Sooriyakumaran, Szeliga, Vlatkovic, Webb, Wilson, Yun, Zhang, Zheng 

Absent Excused:   
Absent Anas, McGill, Ochocinski, Sabra Salim 
Late  Obaidullah 
Others Present:  Shawna Rafacz (McMaster Marching Band), Jaime Jewer (McMaster Marching Band), 

Hazra Chowdhury (FYC Coordinator), Justin Lee (FYC Chair), Maryanne Oketch (MSU 
Member), Aidan Johnson (Hamilton Ward 1 City Councillor), Joey Coleman (Hamilton 
Resident), Stephanie Bertolo (AVP Municipal Affairs), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 
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Chair Helen Zeng 
 
2.  Arts & Science Caucus – Yun presented 
 

 Yun summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Deshpande asked Yun if she was able to attend the training for the Student Wellness Centre sub-
committee. Yun stated that it was done over reading week, and missed it.  

 
3.  Business Caucus – McNally presented  
 

 McNally summarized the report.  
 
4.  Engineering Caucus – Lightstone presented  
 

 Lightstone summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 D’Souza asked if the caucus was planning on changing their strategies for the year based on events. 
Lightstone responded that they got some feedback from a Twitter poll about what students want to see 
during exam period, which was free coffee and late-night food. He stated that he will be talking to the 
finance department about Union Market saying open later.  

 Ibe asked about the individual progress on the yearplan from each engineering caucus member. Stott 
stated that he brought forward the idea of coffee in Thode, and was eager to work on that. He added that 
he has been working with the AVP Internal Governance about how to promote student politics with 
students. Vlatkovic responded that he was speaking to the MES president and trying to coordinate events 
with them. Szeliga responded that he was working on relations between MES and MSU, and increasing 
awareness of what gets done. He added that he has also been working on trying to get the engineering 
exam schedule changed so that they don’t have three exams in one day, and have them spaced out 
better. Zhang responded that he was trying to get students more involved in the SRA. Aoki responded that 
he was working on the integrated learning platform and working with Dan Picone on that. 
Sooriyakumaran responded that he was working with MES and the events coordinator to have better 
relations.  

 
5.  Internal Governance Committee – report attached  
 

 Sabrin Salim summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Patel asked if they were looking at residence community advisors for Bylaws 15/A and 15/B. Lightstone 
responded that was something they could look at. He explained that the real issue with the awards is that 
they didn’t want someone who could be biased, which is why they were looking at RORs.  

 Arnold asked what the report meant about transition reports. Sabrin Salim responded that at their last 
meeting it was discussed about what was provided for transition reports, and that they felt that some 
parts were unnecessary. She explained that they wanted to ensure the quality of the BoD transition 
report was the best that it could be.  

 Lee asked about the consultation and changes for Bylaw 15 as it said that the ROA would be a part of it, 
but one of the ROAs said that they weren’t comfortable with that. Lightstone responded that they went to 
the ROAs and asked about their workload. He added that if they were feeling like they had a huge 
workload the ROA wasn’t obligated to be on the committee.  

 Lee asked if they had consulted with the ROP as they aren’t an MSU employee. Anbalagan responded that 
she spoke with Taha, and that he was okay with it.  
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6.  Services Committee – Kristina Epifano presented  
 

 Epifano summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Wilson asked how many service reports in the past two years have been done by the Services Committee. 
Epifano responded that only one had been done.  

 
7.  Executive Board – Arnold presented  
 

 Arnold summarized the report.  
 
8.  Vice-President (Education) – Deshpande presented 
 

 Deshpande summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Lightstone asked about the open education resources and that there weren’t too many tests in the library 
test bank. He asked if the MSU was lobbying the University to get to get profs to put their tests in the 
bank. Deshpande responded that they weren’t focusing on tests, just textbooks.  

 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

 Lee announced that the Health Services review survey was up, and they will be hosting focus groups soon.  
 Anbalagan reported that this past week she noticed a post on Spotted at Mac that a couple of SRA 

members engaged with, and made comments that weren’t appropriate. She explained that while they 
hadn’t received AOP training the onus was on the members to not be racist.  

 Deshpande added to Anbalagan’s comment and stated that they need to manager expectations on what 
their responsibilities were on informing everyone of expectations of Assembly members. He stated that 
the post had a dozen comments on why it was wrong and why it shouldn’t have been engaged with, but it 
was. He explained that they will be following up with those on the Assembly who did engage with it. 
Deshpande stated that they should be striving to do better even if they weren’t in a public forum.  

 Lightstone reminded everyone that the Students of Distinction Award was open, and went over the 
qualifications.  

 D’Souza reported that the architects for the SAB will be around for feedback on their designs. He 
explained that they will be in DBAC in the morning, and KTH Lobby in the afternoon.  

 Wilson reported that as of yesterday, Dundas had all three nominations announced for the Provincial 
election.  

 Ibe invited all PTMs and SRA to a town hall in Bridges Café on November 2, and would like to give 
volunteers the opportunity to asked questions to the Board of Directors. Ibe welcomed the new members 
of the Assembly. Ibe thanked Yun and Patel for all of their hard work on the Assembly, and gave them an 
MSU pin.  

 Anbalagan told the Assembly that if they were part of a presidential campaign team and a caucus leader, 
they would be required to take a leave of absence during that time.  

 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 

 Lightstone asked Deshpande how he was putting people on committees for the CAF agreement. 
Deshpande responded that he reached out to those who were on his radar that have been working hard, 
and have demonstrated interest in pursuing this.  
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 Wilson asked any member of the Board of Directors what was happening with the MSU Open House. They 
stated that they had received one email, but it was ‘forever’ ago. They asked for a summary so that it 
could be promoted. Ibe responded that it was on the website.  

 Patel asked Anbalagan to clarify how she would like caucus leaders to report during Report Period. He 
asked for expectations. Anbalagan responded that she could send an email of expectations and a quick 
summary.  

 Lightstone asked Ibe if knowing that they could change the structure of how they put people on the CAF 
committees, would it change the answer given. Ibe responded that they were within their right to ask for 
the information and rationale of those who were picked. He added that the people available had been 
trained, but he could provide updates as well.  

 Sabrin Salim asked D’Souza to give an update on the café. D’Souza responded that construction will be 
done this week, and staff training will be done over the next month. He added that they were hoping for a 
soft launch in December.  

 Wilson asked D’Souza if all gender washrooms would be a priority in SAB. D’Souza responded that they 
told the architects that was their expectation.  

 Nwamadi asked D’Souza when the pop-up Pulse would be open. D’Souza responded that it was set to 
open at the end of October, and that he would check in again with Glen Grunwald.  

 
BUSINESS 
 
3.  Open SRA seat on Standing Committee   
 
Moved by Lao, seconded by Ahmed that the Assembly open one (1) SRA seat on the Municipal Affairs Committee. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
4.  Close SRA seat on Standing Committee  
 
Moved by Lao, seconded by Deshpande that the Assembly close one (1) SRA seat on the Municipal Affairs 
Committee. 
 

 Deshpande stated that there was an SRA that was relinquished due to lack of attendance. He explained 
that if they get on the committee they are expected to participate.  

 
Nominations 

 Wilson nominated Ahmed – accepted 
 Wilson nominated Hackett – accepted 
 Wilson nominated Gardner - declined 

 
Vote to Close Seat 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Set Parameters 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Vlatkovic to set parameters for the election to be one minutes for opening 
statements, two minutes for questions per candidate pooled, and 30 seconds for closing statements.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 The Candidates spoke within the allotted time. 
 The Assembly voted by secret ballot. 
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Candidate Vote 
Ahmed 16 
Hackett 14 
Spoiled 0 
Abstained 1 
 

 Ahmed won the SRA seat on the Municipal Affairs Committee.  
 
5.  Associate Vice-President Yearplans 
 
Moved by Deshpande, seconded by Wilson that the SRA approve the Associate Vice-President: Municipal Affairs 
Yearplan. 
 

 Bertolo went over the yearplan with the Assembly.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
6.  Committee of the Whole – McMaster Marching Band  
 
Moved by D’Souza, seconded by Lightstone that the Assembly move into Committee of the Whole to discuss the 
McMaster Marching Band, as per BYLAW 5 – FINANCIAL AFFAIRS 
 

 D’Souza stated that he will be taking notes and will be doing the rise and report.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by D’Souza, seconded by Lightstone that the Assembly move out of Committee of the Whole and to Rise 
and Report.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Rise and Report  

 D’Souza reported that the Assembly spoke about the concerns of the McMaster Marching Band. He stated 
that they were a well-run organization as well as accessible. D’Souza reported that the Assembly did have 
concerns about the rent-to-own system.  

 
TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, November 12, 2017 
5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present: Ahmed, Anbalagan, Aoki, Arnold, Chestney, D’Souza, Deshpande, Fama, Florean, 

Gardner, Hackett, Ibe, Lao, Lee, Lightstone, McNally, Obaidullah, Patel, Risi, Sabrin 
Salim, Senthillmohan, Sooriyakumaran, Szeliga, Vlatkovic, Webb, Wilson, Yun, Zhang, 
Zheng 

Absent Excused:   
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Absent Anas, McGill, Ochocinski, Sabra Salim 
Late   
Others Present Shawna Rafacz (McMaster Marching Band), Jaime Jewer (McMaster Marching Band), 

Hazra Chowdhury (FYC Coordinator), Justin Lee (FYC Chair), Maryanne Oketch (MSU 
Member), Aidan Johnson (Hamilton Ward 1 City Councillor), Joey Coleman (Hamilton 
Resident), Stephanie Bertolo (AVP Municipal Affairs), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Helen Zeng 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Moved by Lao, seconded by Stott that the meeting be adjourned.  
 

Motion Passes by General Consent 
 
Adjourned at 9:10 pm 
 
/vs 


