
 
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  
My committee and I continue to make progress on our year plan objectives. In terms of 
transit advocacy, Ryan Deshpande and I delegated at Environment Hamilton’s 
Emergency HSR Riders Meeting. We talked about the importance of the HSR to 
students and how we are negatively impacted by the current crisis of absent buses. As 
well, I have an advocacy meeting with HSR Director Debbie Dal Verre and Ward 6 
Councillor Tom Jackson to discuss the needs of students who are commuting across 
Hamilton to McMaster.  
 
SCSN is running a fantastic Rental Housing Awareness Week. My committee provided 
input on the events running during the week and is now supporting SCSN by helping out 
at the different events throughout the week. We also partnered with SCSN on the focus 
groups on student housing. This campaign will help to students to have a better rental 
experience, be more informed about by-laws, and the information collected from the 
focus groups will be of incredible value to our further advocacy efforts.  
 
Finally, we are continuing to work to on the Municipal Budget Submission. While it was 
the initial goal to have it done for November, we realized we will not need to submit or 
advocate on it until next term. For that reason and to give authors some more time, we 
extended the deadline till December.   
 
PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
Since my last report, we have partaken in a number of events, projects, and activities. I 
aided Chukky Ibe in writing his delegation to the Ontario Municipal Board hearing, where 
the MSU opposed separating Ainsle Wood North from the Ward One boundary in the 
next election. Ryan Deshpande, Alex Wilson, and I attended the meeting where Chukky 
Ibe presented to show our support and to further demonstrate the MSU’s interest in this 
issue.  
 
I was also on City Matters again with Christine Yachouh, who co-chaired Change Camp 
with me, promoting the Change Camp grants that were offered by the Office of 
Community of Engagement. It also brought attention to Change Camp itself, which may 
allow for increased community turnout next year.  
 
I attended both the Ainsle Wood Westdale Community Association (AWWCA) and Anisle 
Wood Community Association (AWCA) meetings the week of the 6th. I raised concerns 
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around student safety with the increased break and enters, landlord discrimination 
against certain groups of students, and the increased by-law enforcement in the area. 
The community was fairly receptive and provided suggestions on how to effectively 
advocate on behalf of these issues.  
 
On Tuesday November 14th, Ryan and I delegated at the Emergency Transit Riders 
Meeting hosted by Environment Hamilton. The meeting brought together community 
members and HSR representatives to discuss concerns with the system. This is 
especially relevant given the current crisis the HSR is in where they have cancelled over 
500 buses in October due to absenteeism, which is a symptom of a larger problem. The 
HSR was very receptive to our concerns.   
 
Finally, my committee and I wrote our first policies this term! We were able to meaningful 
contribute our knowledge of municipal affairs to each policy. I am very proud of all their 
work. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
Our next upcoming event is Cupcakes and Community Change! The plan is to host it the 
week of the 27th or early the following week with the date to be confirmed as soon as 
possible. This event will be promoting ForWard One, which is this ward’s participatory 
budgeting process. Residents have the opportunity to submit and vote on infrastructure 
project ideas. This year, the theme is Environmental Stewardship. At our Cupcake and 
Community Change event, students can submit ideas in exchange for a cupcake. 
Having an event allows for further dialogue and is an opportunity to inform students 
about important municipal issues. Last year, I hosted this event and it was a great 
success!   
My committee is continuing to work on the Municipal Budget submission, which we plan 
to have completed in mid-December.  
As mentioned previously, I have a meeting with Councillor Tom Jackson and HSR 
Manager Debbie Dalle Vedove next week, where I and a few committee members will 
advocate for better transit service for commuter students. This was supposed to occur 
last week, but has been rescheduled to next week.  
 
CURRENT CHALLENGES  
With school work and a number of other responsibilities increasing at this time of year, it 
has become difficult to keep on top of every opportunity. For instance, I missed out on 
the opportunity for members of the Municipal Affairs committee of leading a table at the 
Our Future Hamilton Summit because I forgot to respond to an email and was cut out of 
further communication. As well, I have been unable to attend every council meeting and 
community event where it may be have been valuable to have MSU representation. I am 
attempting to get back on top of this by assigning specific times to answering emails. As 
well, I am informing my committee about events and other opportunities.  
 
VOLUNTEERS (Commissioners only)  
I continue to be impressed by the work of my committee members! They always provide 
thoughtful feedback on projects and are excited to work on the Municipal Budget 
Submission. However, they are also busy with schoolwork and other commitments, 
which makes it’s difficult to make progress on projects. I am checking in with them about 
their workload and create flexible deadlines to ensure we put forward our best work.  
 
SUCCESSES  



Our municipal advocacy work continues to be covered by local media and the Silhouette, 
which I believe is a testament to the great job we are doing! The Silhouette is also 
covering more municipal issues, demonstrating this is a greater priority for students and 
increases the importance of our work. The community is also very thankful for our 
efforts. Aidan Johnson and the community associations thanked us for delegating at the 
OMB hearing. As well community associations continue to thank us for being present, 
listening to their concerns, and providing feedback. Lastly, after several months, Aidan 
Johnson accepted my Facebook friend request!  
  
OTHER 
Please promote the ForWard One Idea submission opportunity and the Cupcake and 
Community Change event once we have the detail finalized! This is a really unique and 
exciting opportunity for residents of Ward One to decide how to spend tax dollars! Also, 
come out to the event! Submit ideas and eat cupcakes!  
 
Best, 
 
Stephanie Bertolo 
Associate Vice President Municipal Affairs  
McMaster Students Union 
avpmunicipal@msu.mcmaster.ca 
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