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FROM: Landon Fama, SRA Humanities Caucus Leader 

SUBJECT: SRA 17J Report 
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Dear Members of the Assembly,  
 
We have plenty to report on for this round! The entire Caucus has been moving forward 
on our objectives, and discovering new initiatives which can benefit Humanities students 
here at McMaster.  
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  
 
The McMaster Humanities Society has welcomed us with open arms as we have began 
what we hope to be a long lasting tie with our Faculty Society. The entire SRA 
Humanities Caucus has been attending the weekly MHS Executive meetings, and we 
have been given a chance to address their members during each meeting. Additionally, 
the new lines of communication have been useful in establishing automatic cross 
promotion through our respective social media platforms, and the development of a joint 
social media promotion (details can be found below). We will also be holding office hours 
in the MHS Office moving forward, and have gotten a key to the space to ensure access.  
 
The SRA Recap videos have been relatively stagnant lately, however we are looking at 
working with our fellow caucus’ to ensure that we are producing content for each 
meeting of the Assembly. The first video, in which McGill co-stared, was received 
extremely well and shows just how important the tool can be for educating students.  
 
Our Facebook page has received nearly 30 new ‘likes’ in the past month, which is quite 
a large jump considering we have ~300. These can be attributed to better outreach 
during office hours, especially when utilizing candy as a method of starting 
conversations with passing students within L.R. Wilson.  
 
After discussions with the MHS, we are moving forward with our intention to increase 
support for Art Matters Week, and are looking forward to increasing the level of support 
for the initiative this year. The MHS President and MHS VP Operations will be meeting 



 

 

with members of the SRA Humanities caucus later in the fall to discuss our role in the 
Spring event.  
 
Upon consulting with students and members of the MHS, the initiative to propose a 
method of involving student-commissioned visual art within the MSU’s ‘Light Up The 
Night’ event will be revisited. It was decided that similar initiatives have missed the mark 
in the past, and a more nuanced understanding of why these failures occurred is needed 
before proceeding.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 
Our relationship with the MHS has lead to the creation of a joint SRA Humanities/MHS 
social media giveaway, similar to those undertaken by other Caucus’ this year. By 
pooling our resources we are looking to create a more enticing giveaway for students. 
This will be done by allowing winners to pick a gift-card which suits their needs best. 
AVP Robinson approved our Special Projects Fund application, and as such we will be 
launching this campaign, alongside the MHS in late November (tentatively Nov. 20th), to 
give a few lucky humanities students a ‘crunch-time break.’ 
 
I have been working with SoBi Hamilton to get a Humanities Ride scheduled for this 
year, in addition to a promotional code giving students a incentive to sign-up for the 
service. SoBi has been very much on-board with the idea and as such we are excited to 
have an event in the new year with the Hamilton bike share. Several conversations have 
been had with the group, including a chat on Campus with Chelsea (General Manager of 
SoBi). This event will be occurring sometime in the early spring.  
 
CURRENT CHALLENGES  
 
Communication with SoBi Hamilton has been quite difficult, as they have been slow to 
respond and slightly disorganized when attempting to set a meeting date. I have been 
spearheading this project and it has been quite a frustrating process as we attempted to 
nail down a meeting time with the group. They are quite receptive to the idea, and it has 
been done in the past, however we are now at the trailing end of the ‘bike-able’ weather 
season and it seems like communication lapses will push our SoBi project into the new 
year.  
 
Working with the Faculty of Humanities when pushing for the opening of the shared 
Humanities/Social Science student lounge in the basement of L.R. Wilson has been 
quite difficult, a feeling shared by the Social Science Caucus. Faculty members seem to 
neglect the need for increased student space on campus and have delayed multiple 
times in meeting internally regarding the issue. Both Caucus’ have contacted their 
respective Faculties repeated in an effort to expedite this process, and have offered any 
support necessary. We look to work with SRA Social Science further on this issue 
moving forward.  
 
 
 
 
 
SUCCESSES 
 



 

 

The relationship with the MHS is opening many doors for us in terms of potential 
outreach. The relationship is entirely new and as such any progress made between the 
two groups is something to be proud of moving forward.  
 
Fiona leveraged her position within the MSU’s Sustainability Committee and support 
from Faculty members to get composting bins into the Student Centre.  
 
 
 
 
All the best, 
 
 
 
Landon Fama 
SRA Humanities 17/18, Caucus Leader 
McMaster Students Union 
srahuman@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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