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REPORT 
From the office of the… 

SRA Business Caucus 
TO:  Members of the Student Representative Assembly 
FROM:  Finlay McNally, Commerce Caucus Leader 
SUBJECT:  SRA 17I Report 
DATE:  October 29th, 2017 
 
Dear esteemed Members of the Assembly, 
 

The year is going pretty well! We have been working on our stated goals, with 
some setbacks however.  
 
Communication: 

We have been in touch with the DCS. We have been going to their events and 
representing the Student Representative Assembly there. We are also attending DCS 
executive meetings, ensuring that lines of dialog remain open. 

Selene has continued to do a great job running the “SRA Commerce” Facebook 
page. We have been reposting MSU content and have been generally trying to engage 
with Commerce students. All of our metrics have risen so far this semester. Page reach 
is up 10% from a month ago. Engagements with the page are up as well. Page likes 
have gone up 33% over the last month. Finally video views are WAY up at 200% more 
than they were a month ago. 

Since last meeting we got in touch with various other Student Representative 
Assembly Caucasus (namely the Nursing Caucus, the Engineering Caucus, the 
Humanities Caucus, the Health Sciences Caucus, the Social Sciences Caucus and the 
Arts & Science Caucus) and started to produce recap videos. A recap video was posted 
on Sept 27th that covered what we did in the SRA meeting on the 24th. This video was 
a bite-sized minute and four seconds and it had an AMAZING reception. The video is 
sitting at around 4,000 views, and has reached close to 10,000 people.  

We did class talks to promote the event on the 29th, hit quite a few classes but 
unfortunately the event got cancelled. More on that later. 

We have been emailing Paradise Catering about getting nutritional information 
posted in their locations. However communication has been very ineffective. Their 
employees keep handing us off to each other, and frequently take days or weeks to 
respond. We are currently trying to arrange an in person meeting with people in 
Paradise Catering to hopefully have more productive communication. 



We have also started talks with the DCS about making a coherent fee 
breakdown of their organization to present to Commerce students. They are currently 
arranging their financial data, once they have done this we can synthesize it into a 
presentation and figure out a plan with them to present it to the students of the 
Commerce Faculty.  
 
Events: 

Sophie did an excellent job at organizing an event with a guest speaker, Randall 
Vickerson. Randall is a professional development coach, and was going to talk about 
enhancing presentation skills. The event was going to be on September 29th. We had 
some gifts and items to give away to students who attended (notepads and pens). The 
marketing campaign was successful. The MSU underground printed and posted a large 
number of posters. There were also event pictures and graphics spread over social 
media and advertisements on campus screens. We did class talks to Commerce (and 
some Economics) courses to spread the word, as we think class talks are a great way 
to reach out to the student body in a very direct way. Sarah Conrad was very helpful in 
arranging name tags and the signup page on the MSU website. Food was organized to 
be provided by Paradise Catering as a way to entice students to come out to the event. 
Unfortunately, Randall Vickerson cancelled last minute on the event because he 
suddenly came down with an eye infection. Sophie has been working on planning a 
makeup date with Randall but due to busy schedules that is still very in the works. 

Our efforts to promote The Forge continue to be successful. They have had 
multiple events throughout the past two months that we have been working on 
promoting. We post the events to the SRA facebook page with interesting information 
about the events. We also personally invite people to these event pages on Facebook. 
Furthermore, when we attend DCS events we talk about the Forge events to the 
Commerce students that we interact with.  

We are investigating the possibility and desire in a professors and students 
networking night. Due to the complicated nature of such an event the planning has 
been slow. We are currently waiting on the DCS to discuss the viability of the event 
among their executives and get back to us with their recommendations and ideas. 
 
Academics: 

We have been advocating for two issues we think are very important for the 
student body. These two issues are podcasting courses and having the DCS host more 
exam review sessions. We have been in communication with the DCS about their 
current work on getting more courses podcasted. At the time of writing this report the 
DCS are still preparing their work to date on the issue. We have also been emailing 
administrative figures in the faculty of Commerce. At the time of writing this report the 
Dean of Commerce and the Academic Office have yet to respond fully to our emails 
past a “thank you for the email” message. In a similar vein, we have been talking to the 
DCS about the possibility of arranging more exam review sessions for courses that 
Commerce Students typically struggle. They are currently appraising which courses 
students typically struggle with and then we will start communicating with the 
Commerce Academic office about hosting more review sessions. 
 

This year is progressing fruitfully, but it is not without setbacks. We are positive 
about what we have accomplished so far, despite our first event meeting an unfortunate 



and untimely end. Hopefully we will succeed in getting Randal back for a makeup event. 
Our other goals remain unchanged. We think these goals are attainable, important, and 
will have a positive effect on the McMaster community. 
 
All the best, 
 
Finlay McNally 
Commerce Caucus Leader 
McMaster Students Union 
sracommerce@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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