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KEY POINTS & RECOMMENDATIONS FROM SRA POLICY PAPERS

POLICY PAPER 
ACCESS COPYRIGHT

This policy paper no longer reflects the needs of students at McMaster due to the 
fact that McMaster University opted out of its agreement with Access Copyright as of 
December 31st, 2015. This policy reflects the reasons for why McMaster has terminated 
its agreement, and should be kept as a reference if the agreement with Access Copyright 
is brought into question in the future.

PREAMBLE
Access Copyright is a non-profit Canadian copyright licensing agency partnered with 
McMaster University to provide access to various copyright works. These include but are 
not limited to journals, articles, textbooks, literary works, visual art, and musical works for 
the purpose of education and research. Current Canadian copyright laws and rulings form 
the Supreme Court of Canada however already allow ‘fair use’ of copyright materials for 
educational purposes. Thus, McMaster’s current agreement with Access Copyright realistically 
provides very little extra coverage beyond what is already covered by ‘fair dealing’. Access 
Copyright charges a flat fee of $26/Full-time Equivalent (FTE) student which is paid through 
revenue from courseware sales. Below are the principles, concerns, and recommendations 
that the McMaster Students Union (MSU) holds regarding Access Copyright at McMaster 
University, summarized from the official general policy titled Access Copyright. 

PRINCIPLES
The MSU believes that:

 • Students should have ample resources in order to obtain a fulfilling educational experience;

 • Student should not bear unnecessary costs for their education;

 • Students should be provided with opportunities to become aware and involved in 
policies that affect their education.
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CONCERNS
The MSU is concerned that:

 • The Access Copyright agreement with McMaster University provides no extra benefit 
to students that is not already provided by existing federal law;

 • Students are paying inflated courseware costs for very little extra copyright coverage;

 • Students are not aware of the rationale behind high courseware fees and of where their 
money is being allocated.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The MSU recommends that:

 • Terminate the agreement between McMaster University and Access Copyright at the 
earliest possible date;

 • Adopt and distribute a set of fair dealing guidelines that is easily accessible by faculty, 
staff, and students;

 • Appoint a legal copyright consultant within the libraries to advise the McMaster 
community when issues of fair use arise;

 • Lower the per-page cost of courseware through reallocation of cost-savings.

FURTHER READING
For more information about Access Copyright, visit  the Policies section of the MSU 
website to read the full Policy Paper.
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