
 
HI Assembly, 
 
Hope you are all doing well! I will be adding something important to the agenda at 
the 17C meeting. The motion we’ll be debating is as follows: 
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Monaco-Barnes, that the Assembly empower the Board 
of Directors to sign an updated Compulsory Ancillary Fee agreement with the 
University, as circulated. 
 
To provide some context on this motion, I first want to explain what a Compulsory 
Ancillary Fee agreement is. Based on the Ontario’s government’s Ministry of 
Advanced Education and Skills Development Tuition Fee Framework and Ancillary 
Fee Guidelines for Publicly-Assisted Universities, each post-secondary institution in 
the province must have an agreement between the institution and students detailing 
how ancillary fees are levied and controlled. We refer to this as the Compulsory 
Ancillary Fee (CAF) agreement. For those of you who are unfamiliar with ancillary 
fees as a whole, a compulsory ancillary fee is any fee that students are required to 
pay on top of their tuition fees in order to enroll at McMaster. For instance, all full-
time undergraduate students at McMaster pay the Student Health Services fee, 
which is $60.11. If you are interested, you can find more information about what 
Ancillary Fees we currently pay here: 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/bms/student/pdf/fees_included.pdf.  
 
It’s important for the MSU and McMaster to regularly come together to update our 
agreement and ensure that our compulsory ancillary fees are working best for 
students. Our Board has worked with the McMaster administration throughout the 
year to agree upon a new CAF protocol agreement, and today we are asking the 
Assembly to empower us to sign the updated version as circulated.  
 
The main differences between the old CAF agreement and the new CAF agreement 
are as follows:  
 

. 
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1) Addition of subcommittees: Currently, the MSU Board of Directors along 
with our General Manager sits on a committee with five University 
administrators, which oversees ancillary fees and student services (Student 
Services Advisory Committee). This is unchanged in the new agreement. 
However, the new agreement includes three subcommittees specific to 
services offered by Student Affairs, each with three MSU member seats: 

a. Athletics and Recreations Subcommittee 
b. Student Wellness Subcommittee 
c. Student Success Centre Subcommittee 

 
2) Increases to fees: The new agreement gives the Assembly (that’s you) the 

power to increase base compulsory ancillary fees by up to 4% each year, if 
the cost increases for the delivery of these services requires it. Anything 
higher than 4% would require a referendum.  
 

3) SLEF funding: The new agreement lowers the amount that student fees 
contribute to SLEF. Specifically, the amount is based on the increase to fees 
per-year and the total operating allocation of departments that are funded 
via compulsory ancillary fees. This will lower the SLEF amount to around 
$100,000 annually. The purpose for this is to divert more funds into core 
services, such as the Student Wellness Centre, Student Success Centre, and 
Athletics & Recreation. Under the old agreement, where a higher amount was 
diverted into SLEF, we have gathered around $300k in surplus specifically 
for SLEF. With the new agreement, we will still have the freedom to allow 
SLEF to exist and fund student projects, but we will be putting student 
money where it’s most needed: into core student services. 

 
I would encourage the Assembly to email or contact me personally should they have 
any questions. While the CAF Protocol Agreement is a short document, it is complex 
in nature. Unlike our operating policies, we will not be debating specific lines of this 
agreement on the floor – this is a binding legal document that has taken months to 
prepare. It is the Board’s hope that we will be able to sign the new CAF protocol 
agreement, with the Assembly’s consent, as soon as possible. 
 
Yours, 
 
 
 
Blake Oliver 
Vice President Education 
McMaster Students Union 


