
 
Student Representative Assembly Meeting 16P 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 at 5:00pm 
Council Chambers, GH111 

 
 

 
Called to Order at 5:02 pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 

Present Almeida, Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Dales, D’Souza, Farah, Flowers, Hsu, Lee, 
MacDonald, Martin, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, Oliver, Phung, Pita, 
Ragnanan, Robinson, Rudge, Shingleton-Smith, Threndyle 

Absent Excused Beley, Cole, Dales, Inigo, Lightstone, Long, Ngo, Quinn  
Absent Kula, Sehrawat  
Late   
Others Present Alex Wilson (Maccess), Yelena Banjavcic (Finance Commissioner), Aqeel Anas (MSU 

Member), Sabra Salim (MSU Member), Michael Parisse (MSU Member), Sabrin Salim 
(MSU Member), Francis Lao (MSU Member), Veronica Van der Vliet (MSU Member), 
Rabeena Obaidullah (MSU Member), Emma Ferguson (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
TERRITORY RECOGNITION 
 

 The SRA would like to recognize today that we are situated on traditional Haudenosaunee and 
Anishnaabe territories through the ‘Dish with One Spoon Wampum Treaty’. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Robinson that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as presented. 
 
Amendment 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly add the following delegations and motions under Delegation 
from the Floor in the order they appear: 

 Delegation from the Floor #2: First Year Transition policy  
“Moved by Oliver, seconded by ______ that the Assembly adopt the First Year Transition policy paper 
with edits as circulated.” 

 Delegation from the Floor #3: Food Security policy  
“Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the Food Security policy paper with edits as 
circulated.” 

 Delegation from the Floor #4: Indigenous Students policy  
“Moved by Oliver, seconded by ______ that the Assembly rescind the Aboriginal Students policy paper.” 
“Moved by Oliver, seconded by ______ that the Assembly adopt the Indigenous Students policy paper 
with edits as circulated.” 

Amendment to the Amendment 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Lee that the motions all be moved under Business.  

 Hsu stated that this was the correct way. 



SRA 16P Page 2 
March 12, 2017 

 
 Oliver stated that she would recommend voting this down because it would be confusing for the 

Assembly. 
 The Chair stated that if the Assembly willed he would allow the motions under Delegation from the Floor.   

Vote on Amendment to the Amendment 
 

In Favour: 5 Opposed: 15 Abstentions: 4 
Opposed: Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, MacDonald, Oliver, McBride, Inigo, Baiden, Threndyle, D’Souza, 

Ragnanan, Eom, Robinson, Phung, Mertens, Shingleton-Smith  
Abstained: Almeida, Lee, martin, Farah 

Motion Fails 
 

Vote on Amendment 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote to Adopt Agenda 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Robinson that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as amended. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 

 The Chair asked for members in the back to please sign the Observer’s List. He announced that General 
Assembly was taking place on March 22 and the call for motions was open. He requested that the 
Assembly promote the event to their constituents. The Chair requested that both incoming and outgoing 
SRA members contact him about volunteering for the event.  

 
DELEGATIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Set Parameters 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Baiden that the parameters be set at 15 minutes for presentation and 15 
minutes for questions for Delegation from the Floor #1. 
 
Amendment 
Moved by Almeida, seconded by Pita that the parameters be set at 15 minutes for presentation and 10 minutes 
for questions for Delegation from the Floor #1. 
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 20 Opposed: 5 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: MacDonald, Nadarajah, Oliver, Inigo, Baiden 

Motion Passes 
 

Vote to Set Parameters 
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Farah 

Motion Passes 
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1. Commissioner Structure – Nadarajah and Oliver presented (presentation attached)  

 Nadarajah and Oliver went over the presentation with the Assembly. They explained there would be a 
Committee of the Whole discussion later in the meeting.  

 
Questions 

 Hsu asked if commissioners would have different pay levels. Nadarajah responded that the roles would be 
evaluated on competencies and would likely be given more than 6 hours per week. Oliver added that each 
role would be evaluated separately through the job questionnaire process.  

 Baiden asked what effect the removal of awareness campaigns from the Education Team portfolio would 
have. Oliver responded that campaigns with a specific outcome would continue, such as the water bottle 
campaign or MacVotes in collaboration with a committee. She explained that the issue with a campaign 
like MacTalks is that there is no defined advocacy ask and would be better run by an existing service.  

 Areghan asked why they believed hiring would provide better accountability. Nadarajah stated that AVPs 
would be hired based on their competencies to do the job, not judged solely on their platform. She 
explained that the profile of the jobs could expand to take on additional projects because they would 
have a single direct supervisor.  

 Flowers asked how they planned to still engage potential committee members without having platforms 
presented. Nadarajah explained that SRA or MSU members usually run based on interest in the 
committee rather than the platform points themselves so this restructure would not remove any 
opportunities. 

 Pita stated she was worried about abolishing the Advocacy Street Team (AST) and delegating awareness 
campaigns to a service because they do not have the same resources as an entire department. She asked 
how that would be dealt with. Oliver responded that she did not think AST had more resources than a 
service. She explained that volunteer retention was a large issue with AST and students often do not feel 
involved.  

 Anbalagan asked who would hire the Research Assistants and the Educational Initiatives Project Manager. 
Oliver responded that it would be up to the Vice-President Education at the time to decide when the 
hiring took place and if the incoming Vice-President would be involved. 

 Lee asked if Nadarajah could go into more detail about what happened in 2012. Nadarajah explained that 
at SRA 12B the Assembly voted to have commissioners hired for some similar reasons, including 
accountability. She stated that the main difference between the previous proposal and the current 
proposal was expanding the portfolios and the name change. She explained that during SRA 12P it was 
changed back to the elected structure because they decided the hired structure did not work. Oliver 
added that in 2012 they had a commissioner and a separate committee chair which caused confusion. 
Nadarajah explained that it happened all in the scope of one year, and that downfalls could have been 
due to improper training and transition.  

 
 
 
Moved by Farah, seconded by Baiden to exhaust the Speaker’s List.  
 

 Hsu encouraged the Assembly to vote this down because there would be a Committee of the Whole later 
in the meeting. 

 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 8 Opposed: 14 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Monaco-Barnes, MacDonald, McBride, Threndyle, Pita, Hsu, Anbalagan, Almeida, Rudge, Eom, Lee, 

Phung, Mertens, Shingleton-Smith 
Abstained: Nadarajah, Oliver, Dales 

Motion Fails 
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Set Parameters 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the parameters be set at 15 minutes for presentation and 5 minutes for 
questions for Delegation from the Floor #2, #3 and #4.  
 

 Oliver stated they would be going through the Principles, Concerns and Recommendations (PCRs) of each 
policy. 

 
Vote to Set Parameters 

In Favour: 22 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Farah, Almeida 

Abstained: Baiden 
Motion Passes 

 
2. First Year Transition Policy – MacDonald and Oliver presented 

 MacDonald and Oliver went over the presentation with the Assembly.  
 
Questions 

 Shingleton-Smith asked if the off-campus housing PCRs had already been covered in the Off-Campus 
Housing policy paper. Oliver responded that the body text referenced that policy but the PCRs were 
unique to first year students. 

 Ragnanan asked for clarification on the two recommendations they would be choosing between. Oliver 
reviewed the two options listed on page 29 of the policy. 

 Hsu asked why there is no section on transitioning out of first year. MacDonald responded that there are 
sections that address it. Oliver explained that in the survey results, the most concerns about transitioning 
to second year were regarding picking a program, and faculties already do a great job of addressing those 
concerns. 

 Robinson asked if students would know upon acceptance that they had a spot in residence if they used a 
lottery system. Oliver stated that students would not know upon their acceptance. She reminded the 
Assembly that they could choose to strike both recommendations.  

 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the First Year Transition policy paper with edits as 
circulated. 
 

 Hsu thanked Oliver and MacDonald for writing such a comprehensive policy.  
 
Amendment 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Ragnanan to strike option #1 and option #2 on page 5 of the First Year 
Transition policy paper. 
 

 Robinson stated that it would be a negative experience to choose a university without knowing if you 
could live in residence. He stated that he wanted to see a priority for accessibility concerns but did not 
want the grade cut off eliminated. 

 Ragnanan stated that she agreed with Robinson and it was not in the best interest of students to not have 
any guaranteed residence. 

 Lee explained that he disagreed, and that students who take the most away from residence often do not 
have the highest averages entering university.  

 Hsu stated even if students are not guaranteed a residence spot they can still view their potential living 
areas. 

 Wilson stated that marks are not a measure of quality or commitment. He stated that there should be 
prioritization for students with disabilities because finding a place to live outside campus or commuting 
can be very difficult.   
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 MacDonald stated that the Assembly should consider who they are representing: students once they 

arrive, or students prior to their arrival. He explained that if they represent students once they arrive the 
lottery system is the best option; if they represent students coming to McMaster, they should be fully 
aware of their living situation.  

 Threndyle stated that when he was choosing between two schools he would have chosen the school that 
guaranteed him a spot in residence. 

 Dales stated that he agreed there should be a priority placed on the groups of students in option #2, but 
otherwise it should remain merit based.  

 Flowers stated although he did not agree with a merit based system, the lottery system was problematic.  
 
Amendment to the Amendment  
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Pita to strike option #1 on page 5 of the First Year Transition policy paper.  
 

 Hsu stated that option two was most equitable. 
 Areghan stated that the lottery system did not make sense. Many McMaster programs have high cut off 

averages, so naturally most students meet the residence admission cut off. 
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu to Call to Question. 
 

In Favour: 20 Opposed: 5 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Nadarajah, Rudge, Ragnanan, Robinson, Farah 

Motion Passes 
 

Vote on Amendment to the Amendment  
 

In Favour: 17 Opposed: 7 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Areghan, Dales, Inigo, Threndyle, Almeida, Robinson, Shingleton-Smith 

Abstained: Ragnanan 
Motion Passes 

 
Back to Amendment  
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Pita to strike option #1 on page 5 of the First Year Transition policy paper.  
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu to Call to Question. 
 

In Favour: 22 Opposed: 3 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Rudge, Ragnanan, Farah 

Motion Passes 
 

Vote on Amendment  
 

In Favour: 18 Opposed: 5 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Areghan, Inigo, Threndyle, Almeida, Robinson 

Abstained: Shingleton-Smith 
Motion Passes 

 
Back to Main Motion 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the First Year Transition policy paper with edits, as 
circulated and amended. 
 

In Favour: 20 Opposed: 4 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Areghan, Dales, Threndyle, Robinson 

Abstained: Almeida 
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Motion Passes 

 
3. Food Security Policy – Hsu presented 

 Hsu went over the presentation with the Assembly 
 
Questions 

 Mertens asked for a definition of small student groups. Hsu responded that they are any student group 
under $500 and the definition is included in the body text. 

 Robinson asked why the recommendation is to offer nutritional information online rather than in person 
for ease of access. Hsu stated that calorie counts can be triggering for individuals with eating disorders. 

 Baiden ceded to Michael Parisse. Parisse asked if food at the end of the day could be discounted to cost. 
Hsu stated she would include that in the body text. 

 MacDonald asked if a recommendation on emergency bursaries is included. Hsu responded no. 
MacDonald asked what the procedure would be to discuss it. Hsu stated he would have create a 
recommendation.  

 Flowers stated that the online platforms with nutritional information should be promoted. Hsu stated that 
part of the recommendation is to promote the online platform. She explained that the recommendation is 
to have all nutritional information on one website to make it accessible.  

 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the Food Security policy paper with edits, as 
circulated. 
 

 Oliver reminded the Assembly the motion needed to be amended to determine the options for Paradise 
Catering. She stated the policy looked great. 

 Hsu thanked her authors.  
 MacDonald stated that option #1 asks McMaster University to limit the agreement with Paradise Catering. 

He explained that there is no agreement because McMaster owns and operates Paradise Catering.  
 Hsu stated that she was unsure how to word it. 
 MacDonald suggested wording it as “eliminate the monopoly”. MacDonald advised the assembly that 

since Welcome Week has moved up a week earlier, Paradise Catering agreed to open a week earlier 
starting September 2017. He advised that the body text may need to be adjusted to reflect this change.  

 
Amendment 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Shingleton-Smith to strike options #1 and #3 on page 5 of the Food Security policy 
paper.  
 

 Lee stated that option #2 was the most feasible.  
 MacDonald stated that he supported the motion. He advised that the most common argument for not 

removing the Paradise Catering monopoly is because it is a revenue generating tool that funds 
departments such as Student Affairs.  

 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 24 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Hsu 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote on Main Motion 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the Food Security policy paper with edits, as circulated 
and amended. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
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4. Indigenous Students Policy – Liu and Martin presented 
 

 Liu and Martin went over the presentation with the Assembly. 
 
Questions 

 Farah asked if the presenters could explain the barriers to obtaining scholarships. Martin responded that 
an old government policy caused indigenous students who went to university to have their status 
removed. Martin explained that part of the Indigenous Students policy is looking for ways to give those 
students their rights back. Liu explained that another aspect of the ask is that if bands do not have enough 
funding for indigenous students, the University should offer other support.  

 Phung stated that many of the bursaries the University distributes are from private donors for students in 
specific disciplines. He asked who would provide the funding if there is not enough money from donors. 
Liu stated that there are examples of systems in the United States that honour historical contributions, 
and the hope is to adopt a similar strategy.  

 MacDonald thanked the authors for an incredibly thorough policy.  
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly rescind the Aboriginal Students policy paper. 
 

 Oliver stated that the existing policy first needed rescinded before the new policy could be adopted.  
 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the Indigenous Students policy paper with edits, as 
circulated. 
 

 Oliver thanked Liu and all the groups who consulted on the paper. She stated she was incredibly 
impressed with how comprehensive the policy is.  

 
Amendment 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that “The Federal & Provincial Governments should mandate that all post-
secondary institutions implement a mandatory Indigenous course or content requirement.” be changed to read: 
“McMaster University should mandate that all post-secondary institutions implement a mandatory Indigenous 
course or content requirement.” on page 19 of the Indigenous Students policy paper.  
 

 Oliver stated she did not think it was a feasible ask. She explained that neither the federal or provincial 
government have ever mandated anything at the post-secondary level.  

 Hsu agreed with the sentiment and stated that the ask is within the scope of the University. 
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 22 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 2 
Abstained: Dales, Flowers 

Motion Passes 
 

Vote on Main Motion 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the Indigenous Students policy paper with edits, as 
circulated and amended. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Moved by Threndyle, seconded by, that the Assembly recess for 15 minutes. 
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Passes Unanimously 
 
Recessed at 7:35 pm 
Called to Order at 7:51 pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 

Present Almeida, Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Dales, D’Souza, Farah, Flowers, Hsu, Lee, 
MacDonald, Martin, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, Ngo, Oliver, Phung, 
Pita, Ragnanan, Robinson, Rudge, Shingleton-Smith, Threndyle  

Absent Excused Beley, Cole, Eom, Inigo, Lightstone, Long, Quinn 
Absent Kula, Sehrawat  
Late   
Others Present Alex Wilson (Maccess), Yelena Banjavcic (Finance Commissioner), Aqeel Anas (MSU 

Member), Sabra Salim (MSU Member), Michael Parisse (MSU Member), Sabrin Salim 
(MSU Member), Francis Lao (MSU Member), Veronica Van der Vliet (MSU Member), 
Rabeena Obaidullah (MSU Member), Emma Ferguson (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
Amendment to the Agenda 
Moved by Anbalagan, seconded by Hsu to move the Finance and External Affairs reports to Report Period item #1 
and #2, respectively. 
 

 Anbalagan stated that both commissioners were in attendance and they had already been waiting a long 
time to present.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

REPORT PERIOD 
 
1.  Finance Commissioner - Yelena Banjavcic presented 
 

 Banjavcic summarized the report. 
 
Questions 

 Almeida asked why Banjavcic felt it was useless to have feedback on TwelvEighty for the current year. 
Banjavcic stated that a survey could potentially be conducted for the next year, but student suggestions 
would not be considered at the current time.  

 Hsu asked what the timeline looked like for the discount card. Banjavcic responded that they were aiming 
for September distribution.  

 Nadarajah asked if any other reasons why TwelvEighty had been doing poorly had been discussed. 
Banjavcic stated that they discussed less people going to club nights, high costs for security personnel, 
and less alcohol being sold.   

 Flowers asked if there had been any conversations with bodies on campus that already distribute discount 
cards. Banjavcic stated that all the vendors were contacted from discount cards already offered. Flowers 
clarified if any information had been given to the existing card administrators about this new card. 
Banjavcic stated that there had not been yet.  

 
2.  External Affairs Commissioner – Victoria Liu presented  
 

 Liu summarized the report. 
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3.  Arts and Science Caucus – Almeida presented  
 

 Almeida summarized the report. 
 

4.  First Year Council – report attached.  
 
5.  Health Sciences Caucus – Lee presented  
 

 Lee summarized the report. 
 
6.  Humanities Caucus – Rudge presented  
 

 Rudge summarized the report. 
 
Questions 

 Nadarajah asked what the caucus was unable to achieve that was in their yearplan and what potential 
challenges and recommendations were for future years. 

 Rudge stated that the caucus was unable to coordinate a welcome event to their lounge, which came 
down to not having permission from the faculty societies. He stated that they spoke with the Associate 
Dean of Humanities in regards to how SRA could have more input on the use of that space moving 
forward. He stated that they intended to increase digital presence, which did not happen due to 
coordination issues with the faculty society. He stated that they would be sitting down with the MHS to 
discuss how to improve the working relationship between the two groups. 
 

7.  Kinesiology Caucus – report attached 
 

 Nadarajah advised that the caucus did not achieve many of their platform points and suggested that the 
Assembly to be critical of the Kinesiology yearplan and report at the next meeting. 

 
8.  University Affairs Commissioner – Hsu presented (no report attached) 
 

 Hsu stated she did not submit a report as she had written a report for the previous meeting, and would be 
writing her year end report for SRA 16Q. Hsu reported that in the meantime she would be meeting with 
Oliver and the librarians from Thode to confirm if extended hours could begin in September 2017. 

 
9.  Executive Board – Shingleton-Smith presented 
 

 Shingleton-Smith summarized the report. 
 

 
10.  Vice-President (Finance) – MacDonald presented 
 

 MacDonald summarized the report. MacDonald added that all PTMs would be paid the same in the 
summer as during the academic year. He stated that the intention was for Maccess, WGEN, SHEC and PSL 
Coordinators to provide support for strategic themes planning for Welcome Week.  

 
Questions 

 Wilson stated that PTMs running campaigns run into difficulties with inflated design cost. He asked if the 
new Underground SOP Designer would assist in creating a diversity of designs coming from Underground. 
He stated that Underground does a great job of the current design style but many PTMs find it difficult to 
go a different direction. MacDonald responded that the new Underground management team would have 
a stronger skill set to let the PTMs know how to ask for what they need. He stated they would not be 
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charging an upcharge, only design and production costs. MacDonald explained that in the new budget 
there was most likely an increase in promotion and advertising lines, creating more flexibility. 

 Hsu asked about the university budget submission. MacDonald stated that there were challenges with the 
research assistants working on it. He stated that it was well past the point that the University would be 
making changes to their budget. He stated it would be the most useful to pass on the information 
collected to the next year’s board. 

 Farah asked if MacDonald could clarify the plan for the Marmor. MacDonald explained that the Marmor 
would continue for four years to use up the funds.  

 Baiden asked how the new media positions would change the Communications Officer job and the 
organization as whole. MacDonald stated that the Communications Officer role started as a focus on 
communication strategy and photography but it evolved to become more video and graphic based as 
needs changed. He explained the hope would be to have the role become based on communications 
strategy again once the new changes are evaluated.  

 Ragnanan asked what the timeline for rep suit ordering would be for the bulk order. She stated that 
Nursing wanted to have them for May @ Mac. MacDonald stated that the supplier was comfortable with 
separate timelines for each faculty. He explained that this was the first time he had heard about needing 
the suits for May so he would follow up with all the planners.  

 Hsu stated that PTMs no longer had variable capped hours and asked if commissioners and research 
assistants would also see this change. MacDonald stated that it would depend on the changes to the 
specific departments and the start dates.  

 Baiden asked if faculty and program societies were being consulted or collaborated with on the new 
direction for career support. MacDonald explained that the Student Success Centre expressed a desire to 
be more integrated with faculty career offices. He stated that because they did not know the plans of the 
SSC yet, not much could be done in terms of providing direction. 

 Phung asked MacDonald what he wanted to do with TwelvEighty that he was unable to. MacDonald 
responded that his plan was to create a more defined business plan. He stated that they lost a full-time 
employee early on in the year causing stress to the management team and not a lot of extra time to take 
part in a robust review process. He stated that there had been reduced night club activity and less alcohol 
sold and those losses needed to be addressed. He stated this would be a good subject for a vice-president 
candidate to touch on as a platform point. 

 Baiden asked if the new Campus Events SOP would be in charge of planning homecoming and other large 
scale events. MacDonald stated that the Campus Events Director was the highest paid position in the 
organization due to the unique skill set. He stated that because of this, it is not a good use of time for the 
Director to be planning small events like coffee houses, and currently with the hours allotted, the 
Assistant Director has no time. The goal is for the new SOP to play a role in the smaller event logistics and 
focus on student group support. He explained that in the new budget there was $25,000 dedicated to 
programming for student groups.  

 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

 Baiden reported that Maroon applications were closing on March 13.  
 Ragnanan reported that there was a Health Sciences Lounge event on March 13 at 11:30 AM to 

welcoming Nursing students to the lounge.  
 Oliver reported that the Teaching Awards Ceremony was taking place on March 20 at 6 PM in Council 

Chambers. She stated Valedictorian nominations were open until March 24.  
 Lee stated that Bylaws Committee would be circulating edits that week. 
 Rudge reported that Arts Matters week was taking place from March 27-March 31.  
 MacDonald asked everyone who had not already to RSVP’d to Student Recognition Night taking place on 

March 29 to do so. He stated that anyone interested in a vice-president position could contact the Board 
to set up a job shadowing opportunity.  

 Hsu stated that she would be more than happy to speak to individuals wishing to run for University Affairs 
Commissioner. 
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 Baiden stated he was disappointed in the turnout of SRA members at Policy Con. He asked everyone to 

include in their transition that it was important to attend.  
 
BUSINESS 
 
1.  BYLAW 4 - OFFICERS 
 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Baiden that the SRA approve changes to BYLAW 4 - OFFICERS, as circulated. 
 

 MacDonald stated he really believed disciplinary hearings for employees should be held in closed session, 
as the individual in question may need to disclose something private to their supervisor, which is the 
Assembly. He stated that having the hearings in closed session will mitigate risk to the organization.  

 Baiden stated he agreed with the changes. 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

2.  BYLAW 14 – GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Areghan that the SRA approve changes to BYLAW 14 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY, as 
circulated. 
 

 Hsu stated that these changes were proposed on The Chair and the Bylaws & Procedures Commissioner’s 
platforms. She explained that it was the last meeting for changes to be approved before General 
Assembly.  

 Areghan stated that the changes looked good. 
 Farah asked for further clarification of the changes. Farah ceded to Hsu. Hsu stated that if a motion is 

passed at GA with quorum it is binding, and these changes ensure a body is be tasked with following up.   
 Farah asked that if something passed without quorum, if the SRA could decide to do nothing. Farah ceded 

to Hsu. Hsu stated yes.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

3.  BYLAW 3/B – STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SRA 
 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Anbalagan that the SRA approve changes to BYLAW 3/B – STANDING COMMITTEES OF 
THE SRA, as circulated. 
 

 Lee went through the memo with the Assembly. 
 Hsu asked how the changes would affect job hours. Hsu ceded to MacDonald. MacDonald stated that the 

job descriptions would need to be written and evaluated based on the new process. 
 MacDonald stated that he was fine with these changes, but the same bylaw would likely be going forward 

at SRA 16Q to make reflect the commissioner changes discussed in Delegation from the Floor #1.  
 Flowers asked how the committees would work going forward.  
 Anbalagan responded that it used to be one role, but got changed back after the pilot year. She stated 

that a lot of the work that comes forward crosses both portfolios. She stated that there would only be one 
committee and work could be delegated and split up between the individuals.  

 
Vote on Motion 
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Passes Unanimously 

 
Amendment to the Agenda 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Shingleton-Smith to move Business item #8 after Business item #9. 
 

 Hsu stated that observers at the back may have questions regarding Business item #9 and it would not be 
right to make them wait around during closed session. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

4.  Committee of the Whole 
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Lee that the Assembly move into Committee of the Whole to discuss the 
Commissioner Structure. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly move out of Committee of the Whole and to Rise and 
Report. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Rise and Report 
 Nadarajah reported that the Assembly discussed a reporting structure and whether or not the AVPs 

should be required to report to the Assembly. The proposed structure is to have the standing committees 
continue to report to the Assembly and have the AVPs report through the Vice-President that supervises 
them. She explained that they discussed the elimination of the AST and whether it would hinder students’ 
ability to get involved in advocacy. They discussed that opportunities would still exist through services 
running awareness campaigns. Hiring processes and whether the candidate should create a platform were 
discussed. The direction is for candidates to have set ideas but also have a strong skillset to take on 
additional responsibilities.  

 
5.  Leave of Absence – Vice-President (Finance)  
 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Oliver the Assembly approve a Leave of Absence for Ryan MacDonald from 
Thursday March 16 until Thursday March 23 at 5PM. 
 

 Nadarajah stated that MacDonald did a good job highlighting who would be taking over what in his 
absence. 

 MacDonald stated that the budget would be reviewed on March 14 and voted on the next March 21 at 
Executive Board. He explained that he asked Elections if he could be invited in as an MSU member to the 
March 21 Executive Board meeting.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 21 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: MacDonald 

Motion Passes 
 

6.  Leave of Absence – President 
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Nadarajah that the Assembly approve a Leave of Absence for Justin Monaco-Barnes 
from Thursday March 16 until Thursday March 23 at 5PM. 
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 Oliver stated that Monaco-Barnes laid out his plans well. 
 Hsu stated that the time and date of the LOA are not in the report. 
 Oliver stated that the time and date are in the motion.  
 Almeida asked if the LOA would be paid.  
 The Chair stated that it would be an unpaid LOA. 

 
 Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 19 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 3 
Abstained: Anbalagan, Almeida, Monaco-Barnes 

Motion Passes 
 
7.  MUSC Operations Agreement 
 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Monaco Barnes that the Assembly approve the updated MUSC operations 
agreement as circulated. 
 

 MacDonald stated that the agreement had been outstanding for three years and that any agreement over 
three years in length needs approval by the SRA before being signed. He stated that the agreement 
solidified an agreement with MAPS, who could no longer afford to make contributions after MSU 
members taking summer courses stopped paying them fees in 2014. 

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

8.  Open Nominations  
 
Moved by Monaco-Barnes, seconded by Ragnanan that the Assembly open nominations for the Vice-President 
(Administration), Vice-President (Finance), Vice-President (Education), and MSU Speaker.   
 

 The Chair stated that nominations would close at SRA 17A. 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
9.  Recall Hearing 
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Baiden that the Assembly hold a recall hearing for the Services Commissioner. 
 

 Ragnanan asked what happened if the Commissioner in question did not attend. 
 The Chair stated that the hearing can continue because there had been reasonable attempts to contact 

and invite him.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Moved by Baiden, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly move into closed session. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
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Moved into Closed Session at 10:25pm 
Return to Open Session at 11:00pm 
 
Rise and Report 

 Nadarajah reported that the commissioner had missed multiple reports and had not been doing 
committee work. She and the Chair had made multiple attempts to contact the individual regarding 
appearing at the hearing. She explained that the Assembly had a larger discussion about accountability 
measures in the current commissioner structure, including the requirement to only report twice per term 
and not getting active feedback from the Assembly. She stated that suggestions were to hold anonymous 
surveys to give feedback and have SRA members think more critically about their role as supervisor and 
providing sufficient feedback.  

 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly recall the Services Commissioner. 
 

 Nadarajah stated that it was something they needed to do. 
 Hsu stated that it had been discussed in detail to what extent the individual failed to meet the 

requirements of the role.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Sunday, March 26, 2017 

5:00pm 
Council Chambers, GH 111 

 
CALL OF THE ROLL 

Present Almeida, Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Dales, D’Souza, Farah, Flowers, Hsu, Lee, 
MacDonald, Martin, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, Oliver, Phung, Pita, 
Ragnanan, Rudge, Shingleton-Smith 

Absent Excused Beley, Cole, Dales, Inigo, Lightstone, Long, Ngo, Quinn, Robinson, Threndyle  
Absent Kula, Sehrawat  
Late   
Others Present Alex Wilson (Maccess), Yelena Banjavcic (Finance Commissioner), Aqeel Anas (MSU 

Member), Sabra Salim (MSU Member), Michael Parisse (MSU Member), Sabrin Salim 
(MSU Member), Francis Lao (MSU Member), Veronica Van der Vliet (MSU Member), 
Rabeena Obaidullah (MSU Member), Emma Ferguson (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Pita, seconded by Hsu that the meeting be adjourned. 
 

Passes by General Consent 
 

 
Adjourned at 11:05 pm 
 
/ef 


