
Student Representative Assembly Meeting 16M 
Sunday, January 22, 2017 at 5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH111 
 
 

Called to Order at 5:01pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Almeida, Areghan, Baiden, Cole, Dales, D’Souza, Eom, Flowers, Hsu, Inigo, Kula, 

Lightstone, Long, Martin, McBride, Mertens, Ngo, Oliver, Phung, Pita, Quinn, Ragnanan, 
Robinson, Sehrawat, Shingleton-Smith, Threndyle 

Absent Excused Bengizi, Monaco-Barnes (LOA), Nadarajah (LOA) 
Absent Anbalagan, Beley, Farah , Rudge 
Late  Lee, MacDonald 
Others Present Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Lilian Obeng (Diversity Services Asst. Director), 

Hanna Walters-Vida (SOBI), Timothy Law (MSU Member), Tyler Marr (MSU Member), 
Justin-Monaco-Barnes (MSU Member), Shaarujaa Nadarajah (MSU Member), Ryan 
Rogers (MSU Member), Brian Zheng (MSU Member), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
TERRITORY RECOGNITION 
 

 The SRA would like to recognize today that we are situated on traditional Haudenosaunee and 
Anishnaabe territories through the ‘Dish with One Spoon Wampum Treaty’. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as presented. 
 
Amendment 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Areghan to add “Clubs Ratification” to Business.  
 

 Lightstone stated that the Clubs Administrator circulated the list.  
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote to Adopt Agenda 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as amended. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 The Chair asked for members in the back to please sign the Observer’s List.  
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Lee that the Assembly adopt the minutes from SRA meeting 16L – January 8, 
2017, as circulated.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
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DELEGATIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Set Parameters 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Cole to set parameters for Delegations from the Floor to be 15 minutes for 
presentation, and 15 minutes for questions.  
 
Vote to Set Parameters 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
1.  SOBI – Timothy Law and Tyler Marr presented (presentation attached)  
 

 Law and Marr went over the presentation with the Assembly. They explained that they would like for 
their question to go back to referendum.  

 
Questions 

 Lee asked if they could speak more to why they can’t get an accessible bicycle now. Law responded that 
since it was a bike share program, they need to have bikes everywhere to make it work. He explained that 
they haven’t been able to address this issue as there hasn’t been enough consultation yet about 
accessibility needs, and they’re not sure how to implement this. Marr added that they would have to 
apply for a grant to make it a rental program, but that would mean taking out the bike and then bringing 
it back to its original spot.  

 Robinson asked if the two balancers would be dedicated to campus or the surrounding area. Law 
responded that it would be covering a two square kilometre area.  

 Quinn stated that she liked the fact that they looked into the SAS partnership, and to have a 12 month 
period for opting out. She asked about the partnership with MACycle and if that would include helmet 
sales. Law responded that they emailed MACycle and were willing.  

 Hsu stated that they mentioned that accessible bikes wouldn’t be available until March 2018, how does 
this address the accessibility issue. Law stated that this would help them be able to figure out their plans.  

 Pita asked about the balancer positions and how many students would they hire. Law responded that 
there would be six part-time jobs. 

  Shingleton-Smith asked what the system of implementing hubs was. Law responded that all of the bikes 
are connected through GPS and the data can be used for placing hubs.  

 MacDonald pointed out that currently there was no motion on the agenda for this. He asked if their goal 
was to send this to the SRA General Elections in March, Fall 2017, or Presidentials 2018. He asked what 
was materially different about the question that will be asked to students this time. Law responded that 
they would like for this to go forward in March. He explained that it would be the same deal as last time, 
but felt that what was being presented was good and had a lot of benefits.  

 MacDonald asked if they had spoken to anyone at the University about making this happen. He stated 
that he was concerned about students being on the hook for a fee that couldn’t be put in practice.  

 Lightstone asked how they would sign out the bikes. Marr responded that there is an app that will give a 
unique passcode.  

 Quinn asked what movement had come from the wider community on bike shares, and what the view 
from the City of Hamilton was. Peter Topalovic responded that he was the creator of the bike share 
program, and that it was sub-contracted out through the non-profit. He explained that the students were 
representing themselves, and that no one from SOBI was there. He explained that the City will support 
the referendum as long as the money was being spent on campus and students.  
 

REPORT PERIOD 
 
1.  Health Sciences – Lee presented 
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 Lee summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Oliver asked how the Elections were going for Welcome Week Coordinator. Lee responded that they have 
been in contact and the idea was to have the election now.  

 MacDonald stated that he had a couple of people reach out to him about the electoral processes. He 
asked if Lee had been engaged in those discussions. Lee responded that those who have had concerns he 
has spoken to.  

 Areghan asked if he thought about collaborating with other faculties for presidential candidates. Lee 
stated that these events are last minute and that he would be happy to collaborate with engineering.  

 
2.  Humanities – no report submitted 
 

 D’Souza reported that they are collaborating with the faculty for the Humanities job fair. She was also 
offering support to MHS for transitioning the Arts Matters week. She added that they will be looking over 
the yearplan in the next coming weeks to see what idea can be implemented.  

 
Questions 

 Hsu asked when Arts Matters week was happening. D’Souza responded that it will be in March.  
 
3.  Kinesiology Report – Ngo presented 
 

 Ngo summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Threndyle asked if there were any specific strategies for outreach hours, as they have had a lot of success. 
Ngo stated that they do their hours in IWC and go up to students while they’re studying.  

 Cole stated that Social Sciences recently did a town hall, and if they need help they could.  
 Hsu asked if there were any steps taken with getting Incite as a club. Ngo responded that things are 

currently up in the air.  
 Areghan asked when the town hall event will be. Ngo stated that it was planned for this term.  
 Hsu asked if the Kinesiology Society wasn’t operating, who was planning events. Ngo responded that the 

Faculty will be running the events.  
 
4.  Finance Commissioner – no report submitted  
 
5.  Executive Board – MacDonald presented 
 

 MacDonald summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Quinn stated that there have been an increasing number of PTMs going to her, who are not only working 
more hours but also feel pressured to do so by the Board. She explained that she was worried about their 
mental and physical health. MacDonald responded that this came as a surprise, because if managers were 
going to SRA members then they feel that that they aren’t receiving support. MacDonald stated that the 
Board have made themselves available and have tried to encourage everyone to go to the Board. He 
explained that most PTMs chose to take on additional responsibility to enhance their service with the 
Executive Board giving the go-ahead, and it wasn’t an explicit instruction by EB. He added that he used to 
be a PTM and worked more than the set amount of hours, and this was why they were now trying to 
make the wage a weekly rate. He added that he was disheartened to hear this. He explained that they 
were trying to do the best they could and are very open to feedback.  
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 Lee asked where the funds were coming from for the wage placements. MacDonald responded that this 
will be in next year’s budget, and that they received a 12 percent increase on the operating side from an 
increase of students on campus.  

 Quinn asked why they were not seeing living wages and moving towards that as an organization. 
MacDonald responded that he would like to say that they could afford it, but they couldn’t. He stated that 
they would be asking which services would need to be cut as there would have to be sacrifices in the 
organization to find the money.  

 
6.  Vice-President (Education) – no report submitted 
 

 Oliver explained that she has been very ill this past week, and that she will circulate her report next week. 
She added that she would take questions if anyone wanted updates.  

 
Questions  

 Hsu asked how the meetings went this past week. Oliver responded that Municipal Advocacy Week 
happened, and that this year they took a different approach to things. She explained that they took the 
students on External Affairs and the Education staff, and formed teams, did training, and then sent them 
into meetings. Oliver stated that they spoke about student retention and engagement, transit and LRT, 
and housing in the community. She added that there will be a full report send out soon.  

 
7.  Elections – SRA Seat Allocations – report attached  
 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

 MacDonald reported that while they partook in a delegation from SOBI, he will not be making a motion. 
He explained that if someone wanted to discuss the presentation they would have to motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole or put together a motion to go to referendum. He added that this could be done 
this meeting or the next, and that it was up to the Assembly.  

 Hsu announced that there was an SRA seat closing on the agenda for UA Committee. She reported that 
the Food Security Forum happened and that the survey was still open.  

 Quinn announced that she wanted to be accountable to the Assembly and reported that she did 25 class 
talks and spoke about the upcoming elections. She added that she only had two office hours that had no 
one visit. She added that she was happy to see that Cole did a great job with the Town Hall with Social 
Sciences.  

 Cole announced that the Town Hall went fantastically, and roughly 30-40 people showed up.  
 Martin asked for the Assembly to help promote the Indigenous Health Conference that was happening 

this upcoming weekend.  
 Quinn thanked Diversity Services for Diversity Week as there were a lot of wonderful up and coming 

students who were showcased.  
 MacDonald announced that voting starts on Tuesday for Presidential Elections. He added that he will be 

bringing forward a motion to the next meeting for MSU Inc for an allocation for changes to the MSU email 
server.  

 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 

 Quinn asked MacDonald if the MSU can use student fees to pay for other things on campus, and not just 
new buildings. MacDonald responded that building fees must comply with what the original referendum 
question stated. If it stated that it was used to build and maintain, then it can only be used for that 
purpose. He stated that in terms of the MSU’s own organizational fees, the MSU operating fee has a 
broad term of what they could use it for, like to operate the student union. He added that they could use 
it for deferred maintenance, but they never would and never should.  
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 Lightstone asked someone from the Governance Ad-Hoc Committee how it was going. Lee responded that 
they had one meeting before the break and have been tasked to meet during this term, and given topics 
to discuss.  

 Almeida asked Lee to expand on what the Ad-Hoc Committee was supposed to look into. Lee stated the 
ideas that were brought up were referendum structures and the possibility of Assistant Vice-Presidents. 
Lee ceded the rest of his time to Martin. Martin added that they were also looking into different 
representation on the SRA, such as indigenous students, mature students, among other different groups 
on campus.  

 
BUSINESS 
 
1.  Close SRA seat on Standing Committee   
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Shingleton-Smith that the SRA close one (1) SRA seat on the University Affairs 
Committee. 
 
Nominations 

 Oliver nominated Cole – declined  
 Pita nominated herself. 

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Pita won the SRA seat on the University Affairs committee by acclamation.  
 
2.  Clubs Ratification  
 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Lightstone that the Assembly approve the Clubs Ratification list circulated by 
the Clubs Administrator for the 2016/17 academic year.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Moved by Dales, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly consider the following motion for New Business: “Moved by 
___, seconded by ___ that the Assembly move into Committee of the Whole to discuss the SOBI delegation” 
 
Vote to Consider 
 

In Favour: 22 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Robinson, Threndyle 
Abstained: Beley, Ngo, Baiden 

Motion Passes 
 
1. Committee of the Whole 
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Dales that the Assembly move into Committee of the Whole to discuss the SOBI 
delegation. 
 

In Favour: 22 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Robinson, Threndyle 
Abstained: Beley, Ngo, Baiden 
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Motion Passes 
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Robinson that the Assembly move out of Committee of the Whole and to Rise and 
Report. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Rise and Report 

 Hsu reported that the Assembly applauded the efforts made by SOBI to address the issues brought up by 
students from the previous referendum. The Assembly debated on whether or not it should be the same 
question. They discussed how culture and demographics  change each year and how some of the issues 
had been addressed, so it shouldn’t be presented as the same question. The Assembly discussed whether 
this should go to referendum and when. They showed concerns about sending it to the SRA General 
Elections as there would be logistical issues. The Assembly also discussed how it would be different if 
students brought forward a petition instead of the SRA calling the election.  

 
TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2017 
12:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Almeida, Areghan, Baiden, Beley, Cole, Dales, D’Souza, Eom, Flowers, Hsu, Inigo, Kula, 

Lightstone, Long, Martin, McBride, Mertens, Ngo, Oliver, Phung, Pita, Quinn, Ragnanan, 
Robinson, Sehrawat, Shingleton-Smith, Threndyle 

Absent Excused Bengizi, Monaco-Barnes (LOA), Nadarajah (LOA) 
Absent Anbalagan, D’Souza, Farah, Inigo, Rudge 
Late  Lee, MacDonald 
Others Present Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Lilian Obeng (Diversity Services Asst. Director), 

Hanna Walters-Vida (SOBI), Timothy Law (MSU Member), Tyler Marr (MSU Member), 
Justin-Monaco-Barnes (MSU Member), Shaarujaa Nadarajah (MSU Member), Ryan 
Rogers (MSU Member), Brian Zheng (MSU Member), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Flowers that the meeting be adjourned.  
 

Motion Passes by General Consent 
 
Adjourned at 7:00pm 
 
/vs 


