
 
HI Assembly, 
 
Today, I am putting a motion on the floor to rescind the Tuition Task Force operating 
policy.  
 
To give a history of this group, I have sat on the Tuition Task Force personally since its 
existence, beginning in 2015. When Ehima Osazuwa was elected on a platform centering 
around lowering student costs, he created the Tuition Task Force, a committee of the 
MSU meant to investigate the tuition breakdown and structure, financial assistance 
options, etcetera. The committee consists of: 
 
2.1.1 The MSU Vice President Education; 
2.1.2 The MSU President;  
2.1.3 The MSU Vice President Finance;  
2.1.4 The SRA External Affairs Commissioner;  
2.1.5 Three (3) members of the SRA;  
2.1.6 Three (3) non-SRA MSU members;  
 
With the following non-voting members: 
 
2.1.7 The MSU Advocacy Coordinator;  
2.1.8 The MSU University Affairs Commissioner;  
2.1.9 The MSU Federal and Provincial Research Assistant;  
2.1.10 The MSU University Affairs Research Assistant;  
2.1.11 The SRA Finance Commissioner. 
 
I originally sat on the Tuition Task Force as the SRA University Affairs Commissioner, 
and later was chair as the Vice President Education. What I’ve found both times with this 
group was that it was largely bureaucratic in nature. No work had ever been achieved on 
the committee level, rather it has always been communicating work that each person 
accomplished individually or within other committees that they chaired. While there is 
something to be said about communicating regularly on tuition priorities, almost the 
entire Education department, which meets weekly, is on this committee and in fact does 
all of the Advocacy work surrounding tuition and student financial aid.  

. 

MEMO 
From the office of the… 

Vice-President (Education) 
 

TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly 
FROM: Blake Oliver, Vice-President (Education) 
SUBJECT: Tuition Task Force 
DATE: Tuesday, April 4, 2017 



 
This year, we have increased the number of advocacy-focused standing committees from 
two to three, increasing the number of opportunities for students to get involved in 
advocacy, be it tuition-related or another realm. These committees, with paid AVPs and 
dedicated resources, are a much more effective way to accomplish goals. In the past two 
years that the Tuition Task Force has existed, I do not believe it has accomplished 
anything of note. That is not saying that nothing has been accomplished surrounding 
tuition and financial aid: I want to be clear. This will always be a priority of the 
Education department, regardless of what committees exist. And while much work 
has been accomplished within the past two years on this front, none of it has been 
accomplished through the aid of the Tuition Task Force.  
 
With this, I recommend to the Assembly that the Tuition Task Force operating policy be 
rescinded. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 
 
Cheers, 
 
 
 
Blake Oliver 
Vice President Education 
McMaster Students Union 
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