
 
 
NOTE TO THE READER 
 
Dear Members of the Student Representative Assembly, 
 
The External Affairs Committee has completed many projects this year, which 
were outlined in the External Affairs Year Plan. In this report, I will briefly 
review the status of these goals, with reference to other reports that provide a 
more thorough description.  
 
Objective 1: Policy Updates (Complete) 
 
Access Copyright 
This policy was passed through the SRA in 2014. Since then, McMaster 
University has left the Access Copyright Agreement and thus, the policy that 
was in the bank was unnecessary. In October, the External Affairs Committee 
made necessary changes to the Access Copyright Policy to make McMaster’s 
current position clear. This policy will be stored in the policy bank as a 
reminder of the MSU’s stance on this agreement.  
 
International Students 
 
The International Students Policy, policy statement was adopted by the SRA 
on Nov. 13th, 2016. This policy was written by dedicated authors on the 
committee: Ezekiel Areghan, Aquino Inigo, Ryan Deshpande, Annie Yu, and 
Angela Ma, along with many other contributions from the previous year. This 
policy also received feedback from the policy conference on Nov. 12th. Please 
see reports 16H and 16K for further details.  
 
Indigenous Students 
 
The Indigenous Students Policy paper policy statement was adopted by the 
SRA on March 12th, 2017. This policy was written with many contributions from 
Indigenous students and groups around campus, as well as hard work from 
dedicated authors: Victoria Liu, Ryan Deshpande, Maureen Gustafson, Hannah 
Martin, Sarah Giacobbo, Esmonde Jamieson, Daniel D’Souza and Piers Kreps. 
Please see the full policy paper for the names of students and groups who 
provided valuable contributions. Please see reports 16N and 16P for further 
details.  
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Objective 2: Student Housing in the Surrounding McMaster Community + 
Campaign (Complete) 
 
For the 2016-2017 year, Alex Wilson has served as a voting member on the 
Ainslie Wood Westdale Community Association (AWWCA). They have 
provided an MSU perspective in community meetings and have reported back 
to the committee. This was a good first step to increasing communication with 
the surrounding McMaster community.  
 
From Nov. 28th to Dec. 2nd, the External Affairs committee also held a Students 
in Neighbourhoods campaign in partnership with Advocacy Street Team and 
the Student Community Support Network. This campaigned aimed to educate 
students about relevant bylaws, and raise awareness. Please See SRA report 
16K for more details.  
 
Objective 3: Sustainability Campaign (Complete) 
 
The sustainability campaign will be completed in the final week of March, led 
by SRA External Affairs committee member Katie Pita. The focus of this 
campaign is recycling on campus, and will include social media graphics, and a 
video. Please see report 16P for further details.  
 
Objective 4: Tuition Campaign (Not completed- not a necessary campaign) 
 
This campaign was not held due to the fact that Ontario decided to hold the 
current tuition framework (3% cap) for another 2 years. Please see report 16N 
for further details.  
 
Objective 5: Change Camp (Completed and revised) 
 
As mentioned in reports 16H, 16K and during the mid-year progress update to 
the SRA, this objective has been revised due to consultations, and feasibility. 
Originally, the goal was to work off of Change Camp recommendations to 
create a database of opportunities for students, while maintaining 
collaboration, and existing efforts.  
 
After consultations with Dave Heidebrecht during the summer and the 
beginning of the year, collaboration and continuation of existing efforts was 
identified. Instead it was suggested that External Affairs focus efforts in 
contributing to other events in the Change Camp schedule.  
 
Thus, from consultation, the original idea was revised, and the External Affairs 
Committee worked towards organizing a Change Camp X Workshop. The 
focuses of this workshop were Community Engagement and Healthy and Safe 
Communities. During this workshop, participants discussed what could be 
done to make progress on Change Camp recommendations. More details 
about this workshop can be found in 16H and 16K.  
 
 
 
 
 



Objective 6: OUSA blogs and OUSA Awareness (Complete) 
 
This year the External Affairs committee has played a role in OUSA awareness 
on campus, and has played a role in hiring delegates for OUSA General 
Assembly. 
 
This year there were 2 General Assemblies, winter and spring. At the winter 
GA, delegates discussed policies including:  Ancillary Fees, Rural and Northern 
Students, and Sexual Violence and Prevention. McMaster delegates got to 
participate in discussion with other OUSA delegates, and put forth 
perspectives of McMaster students.  
 
Spring General Assembly, March 3rd to 5th, 2017, provided another opportunity 
for McMaster students to engage in meaningful discussion about 3 policies: 
International Students, A comprehensive access strategy and Municipal Affairs. 
Many students were engaged in applying for this General Assembly, and the 
hiring board had a chance to read many quality applications. Next year it 
would be encouraged that OUSA GA is also well promoted to garner a lot of 
attention from students inside and outside of the MSU.  
 
Throughout the year, a few quality blogs have also been published by 
McMaster students. Students on the External Affairs committee were given the 
opportunity to participate in blog writing on many occasions. This year blogs 
were written on transportation, work integrated learning and other pressing 
issues.  
 
Please see reports 16H, 16K, 16N and 16P for further details. 
 
 
Objective 7: Federal Advocacy (Complete) 
 
The External Affairs year plan outlined supporting the VP education in federal 
advocacy. This year, the commissioner had the chance to accompany both the 
VP ed and MSU president to Ottawa to lobby a number of Members of 
Parliament (MPs). Advocacy efforts were focused on 3 specific student groups 
at McMaster: Indigenous Students, International Students, and Students with 
disabilities. This took place from Nov. 14th to Nov. 16th, 2016.  
 
Please see SRA report 16K for further details about what was advocated for.  
 
Objective 8: Municipal Advocacy Week (Complete) 
 
This year Hamilton Advocacy week took place from January 9th to 13th, with a 
few meetings outside of the week. This was a great opportunity to engage in 
municipal advocacy, and meet with individuals and organizations such as: 
Councilor Aidan Johnson, Councilor, Matthew Green, City Manager, Chris 
Murray and the Hamilton Chamber of Commerce. This week would not have 
been possible without the efforts of the community engagement coordinators.  
 
Please see SRA report 16N for further details.  
  
 



Objective 9: Engaging Students (committee and MSU population) 
(Complete) 
 
Engaging students was a goal that was worked on throughout the year. This 
objective had 2 parts: engaging students on the committee, and engaging 
students within the McMaster population. 
 
Students on the committee: especially at the beginning of the year, some 
students on the committee were given specific roles i.e. social media 
coordinator, policy head, community representative and more. These roles 
were designed so that individuals could take on a larger responsibility within 
the committee. Please see SRA report 16H for more details.  
 
Engaging students in the general MSU population: This has been a major goal 
of the External Affairs committee this past year. In writing both the 
International Students Policy and the Indigenous Students policy, it was a 
priority to engage students and student groups across campus. This was a 
great strategy to allow students who were passionate about certain issues to 
be engaged in specific advocacy efforts.  
 
Campaigns and outreach strategies were also used to engage students in 
awareness campaigns and opportunities. Various strategies were used to 
promote opportunities like OUSA interviews, which resulted in a large amount 
of quality applicants. 
 
Please see SRA reports: 16H, 16K, and 16N for more details.  
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read about the progress of the External 
Affairs Committee. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any 
questions or comments.  
 
All the best, 

 
 
Victoria Liu 
SRA External Affairs Commissioner 
McMaster Students Union 
sraexternal@msu.mcmaster.ca  
 


