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Hello members of the assembly, 
 
As part of my platform, I have been working on this budget submission to ask the university for a 
larger contribution to the EFRT budget. I believe the document below is quite thorough in 
highlighting the asks. Originally, my platform was to include this in the 2016-2017 budget 
submission. However, I hope the incoming VP Education and Education team for the next year 
will incorporate this piece in the 2017-2018 budget submission as a priority for university funding 
in the upcoming year. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Cheers, 
Meg  



 
The MSU is currently the sole contributor to the Emergency First Response Team (EFRT). As 
the first response team on campus, the EFRT provides first aid support for everyone on 
McMaster campus. With a large budget of over $35,000, the EFRT is a significant cost to full-
time undergraduate students1. In comparison to the financial costs associated with the 
operations of other first response teams, we note that the EFRT is significantly costlier to 
operate. Specifically, the Emergency Response Team at Wilfred Laurier as an overall budget of 
$20,930.67 for the 2015/2016 year2. The University of Waterloo Federation of Student’s 
Campus Response Team (CRT) has a budget of $16,570 for the 2016/2017 year3. The 
University of Ottawa Student Emergency Response Team (UOSERT) has operating expenses 
of $17,762 in the 2016-2017 year4. In schools of comparable size to McMaster, the budgets for 
these first response team are between $16,000-$20,000 per year. The comparably higher 
budget of the MSU EFRT is necessary to uphold the high quality of our services, provide 
volunteer training and allow the EFRT to attend conferences to learn best practices. The EFRT 
attends international conferences and expensive training in order to continue to improve student 
and campus safety. 
 
In review of the student union budgets across multiple universities across Ontario, there is a 
notable trend of decreased funding available to these first response teams. Reviewing MSU 
financials, the budget for the Emergency First Response Team has decreased from almost 
$40,000 to around $35,0005. This trend is consistent at other student unions like the Wilfred 
Laurier University Student Union Emergency Response Team which has experienced a 
decrease in their overall budget from $22,448.78 in 2015-2016 to $20,930.67 in 2016-20176. 
The Waterloo Federation of Students CRT has also experienced a similar decrease in budget, 
with a budget of $23,854.52 in 2014-2015, $22,817,36 in 2015-2016, and $16,570 in 2016-
20177. Within the MSU, these decreases in funding have resulted from the relationship between 
the MSU fee revenue and unstable enrollment. Based on the above data, it is clear that other 
student unions may face similar challenges in providing consistent funding for their first 
response teams. If this trend continues in future years, the EFRT may experience challenges in 
attending expensive conferences and extensive training that sets our McMaster EFRT apart 
from others. In addition, the extensive training, volunteer appreciation, conferences and high 
quality equipment contribute significantly to improve overall campus safety. As seen in Figure 1, 
the largest portion of the EFRT budget is allocated to staffing expenses with a 46% allocation. 
This includes summer funding expenses, volunteer recognition, wages, benefits and team 
uniforms. This allocation contributes significantly to volunteer retention and the high quality 
volunteers that are critical for the operation of the service. In addition, the next largest cost for 
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the EFRT is team supplies. As two large fixed costs, it will become financially unsustainable to 
continue this commitment. Further looking at Figure 1, training and public education are also 
large expenses for the EFRT. This includes campaigns, promotions, and volunteer training. 
These large expenses ensure high quality services from the EFRT responders. Therefore, the 
McMaster Student Union recommends the university ensure sustainable and consistent funding 
to the EFRT to encourage continued excellence in this student-run service. 
 
In comparison to other Ontario universities, our research revealed that most student unions 
cover the full costs of their first response teams. However, the MSU is unique from these 
student unions in that we do not collect fees from part-time students. Therefore, full-time 
undergraduate students are disproportionately contributing to the operation of the EFRT. 
 
Reviewing reports from the EFRT on the people that they have helped, approximately 80% of 
calls are students and 20% of calls are non-students8. It is important to note that within the 80% 
of student calls, this includes full-time and part-time undergraduate students. As MSU members 
are comprised of full-time undergraduate students, the MSU believes it is inequitable for full-
time undergraduate students to be the sole contributors to this service. In addition, 20% of calls 
are non-students, comprising of faculty, university staff, and community members on campus. 
As non-MSU members and non-students significantly benefit from the services that the EFRT 
provide, the MSU believes that the university should further contribute to the budget. In 
recognizing that this is an essential student service, the McMaster Students Union recommends 
that the university fully contribute to the $35,000 budget of the EFRT to commit to improved 
campus and student safety. 
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Figure 1: Emergency First Response Team Budget Breakdown 2016- 2017. 


