
Student Representative Assembly Meeting 16O 
Sunday, February 26, 2017 at 5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH111 
 
 

Called to Order at 5:01pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Anbalagan, Areghan, Cole, Dales, Eom, Flowers, Hsu, Kula, Lightstone, Long, 

MacDonald, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, Oliver, Phung, Pita, 
Robinson, Rudge, Sehrawat, Shingleton-Smith, Threndyle 

Absent Excused Almeida, Martin, Quinn, Ragnanan 
Absent  
Late  Baiden, Beley, D’Souza, Farah, Inigo, Lee, Ngo 
Others Present Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Veronica Van der Vliet (Mac Bread Bin Director), 

Michael Parisse (MSU Member), Ellen Veinot (MSU Member), Danny Demyanenko 
(MSU Member), Seyor Karimi (MSU Member), Neil Donato (MSU Member),  
Robert DaSilva (MSU Member), Kristian Ferreira (MSU Member), Jin Lee (MSU 
Member), Vlad Motorykin (MSU Member), Chris Basalo (MSU Member), David Philpott 
(MSU Member), Lauren Arnold (MSU Member), Jamie Gardner (MSU Member),  
Ahmed Amir (MSU Member), Ana Alwan (MSU Member), Youssef Khaky (MSU 
Member), David Hobson (MSU Member), Ryan Deshpande (Diversity Services Director), 
Rabeena Obaidullah (MSU Member), Patricia Kousoulas (MSU Member), V. Scott 
(Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
TERRITORY RECOGNITION 
 

 The SRA would like to recognize today that we are situated on traditional Haudenosaunee and 
Anishnaabe territories through the ‘Dish with One Spoon Wampum Treaty’. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Shingleton-Smith that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as presented. 
 
Amendment 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Lightstone to amend the agenda to add Athletics and Recreation Referendum 
following the Delegation from the Floor #1.  
 

 MacDonald stated that he would like for this to the first motion that they discuss. He reminded the 
Assembly that this motion would require two-thirds of the Assembly to pass.  

 Lightstone added that this was worthy of discussion.  
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Amendment 
Moved by Farah, seconded by Cole to amend the agenda and add the following motion to Business:  
“Moved by Farah, seconded by ____ that the Assembly adopt the following: 
Whereas the United States government recently attempted to issue a travel ban targeting countries with large 
Muslim populations; 
Whereas an Islamaphobic terrorist attack was committed on Canadian soil in a Mosque near Quebec City on 



SRA 16O Page 2 
February 26, 2017 

January 29, 2017 that killed 6 Muslims; 
Whereas McMaster University and its surrounding areas has a sizeable population of students, faculty, staff and 
community members who identify as Muslim; 
Whereas the McMaster Students Union will not tolerate acts or comments that perpetuate hate or Islamophobia 
against Muslims on campus as the union exists and operates within an anti-racist, anti-oppressive framework; 
Whereas the McMaster Students Union will continue to take action towards building and creating a safer and 
more inclusive environment for marginalized groups on campus; 
Whereas hate speech and intolerance of any form whether it manifest itself on campus, social media, or in the 
public domain is condemned by the student union; 
Be It Resolved That the McMaster Students Union stands in solidarity with Muslim identifying students on 
campus.” 
 

 Farah stated that this was long overdue.  
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Amendment  
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Nadarajah to amend the agenda and strike Delegation from the Floor #2 - Proposed 
Compulsory Ancillary Fees Agreement and Business Item #3 - Compulsory Ancillary Fees (CAF) Agreement.  
 

 Oliver stated that since they added the Athletics and Recreation Referendum on to the agenda they didn’t 
want ambiguity under which CAF agreement they would be working under.  

 Lightstone asked why they wouldn’t be doing this today.  
 Oliver stated there was no specific reason why they’re not doing it today, but they didn’t want confusion 

under which agreement they were working under. She explained that everything would still be subject to 
the agreement whether they do this today or not.  

 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 24 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Lightstone 

Motion Passes 
 
Amendment 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Long to amend the agenda to add Recall as the last item of Business.  
 

 Nadarajah stated that she already gave the Assembly the head’s up on what was going on. She explained 
that they will be going into closed session, and that was why it will be the last item on the agenda.  

 
Vote on Amendment 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Amendment  
Moved by Anbalagan, seconded by Hsu to amend the agenda to add Committee of the Whole to Business.  
 

 Anbalagan explained that something was brought up that they would like to discuss.  
 Hsu stated that Elections Committee has rules against paid staff for endorsing candidates but they would 

like to discuss if current SRA members should be endorsing those who are running in the upcoming 
election.  
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Vote on Amendment 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote to Adopt Agenda 
 

In Favour: 26 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 The Chair asked for members in the back to please sign the Observer’s List.  
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Lee that the Assembly adopt the minutes from SRA meeting 16N – February 5, 
2017, as circulated.  
 
Amendment 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Oliver to amend the minutes to strike Esra Bengizi’s name from the last call of 
the roll.  
 

 Lightstone stated that the member’s name wasn’t called as they lost their seat.  
 

In Favour: 24 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Cole 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote to Adopt Minutes 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Lee that the Assembly adopt the minutes from SRA meeting 16N – February 5, 
2017, as amended.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
DELEGATIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Hsu to set parameters for Delegation from the Floor to be 10 minutes for 
presentation, and five minutes for questions.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
1. Workplace Anti-Violence, Harassment, and Sexual Harassment Policy – Nadarajah and Oliver presented 

(presentation attached) 
 

 Nadarajah and Oliver went over the policy with Assembly. They explained that this policy was passed by 
the Board of Directors and that they were doing this for information.  

 
Questions  

 Anbalagan asked who makes the decisions after the investigation was complete. Oliver responded that 
they would seek legal council and then ultimately the decision would be up to the Board of Directors.  

 Baiden asked what would happen if a student needed to complain about a Director of the Board, and if 
there was a way that student wouldn’t have to go through the process of the interview without disclosing 
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it to the MSU. Nadarajah responded that the policy outlines that if it was against a member of the BoD 
then the appropriate place to make a complaint was to go to the Ombuds Office.  

 Hsu asked if restorative measures had been taken into account. Nadarajah responded that this policy was 
based on the one the University has which was based on allowing the complainant navigating the process 
they would like to see.  

 Baiden asked what the plan was for making sure all students were aware of this policy. Oliver responded 
that this policy was specific to the MSU, and will be circulated to the full-time and part-time staff. 
Nadarajah added that the MSU will look at training to get employees to get the information out.  

 
BUSINESS 
 
1.  Athletics and Recreation Referendum 
 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Nadarajah that the SRA approve holding a special referendum outside of the 
election schedule, with the suggestion that polling be finished no later than March 28, 2017 at 5PM, to send the 
question of an increase to the Athletics and Recreation Activity Fee and DBAC capital fee to referendum based on 
the following information: 
The continuation of the DBAC capital fee, and an increase of $2.99/unit to a max of 30 units (total $89.70) effective 
once the building opens (estimated 2020) for the creation of a Student Activity Building and an Athletics & 
Recreation Expansion, as well as the continuation of the Athletics and Recreation Activity Fee, and an increase of 
$95/year commencing in 2017 with a further $10 increase starting when the building opens (estimated 2020) to 
eliminate the user fee for full-time undergraduate Pulse members and create a 12 month pulse membership for all 
MSU members, in addition to all other benefits as described in the memo presented at SRA 16I for the option with 
both the Student Activity Building and the A&R Expansion. 
 

 MacDonald went over the memo that was circulated, with the Assembly. He stated that he was confident 
this was the best offer students would get, and was excited that students were here to discuss this.  

 Nadarajah stated that she thought MacDonald did a good job of outlining the situation they were in. She 
stated that when she was a candidate during Presidentials she heard that some of the initial issues were 
the fees structure, and that students didn’t understand the complicity of the question. Nadarajah stated 
that this would benefit student life.  

 Areghan asked if they ran surveys to prove what was mentioned in the memo was true. Ceded to 
MacDonald. MacDonald responded that they didn’t do a survey, and that the SRA term ends as of March 
31. He explained that this was a time sensitive commitment, and that the Assembly voted almost 
unanimously to send this to referendum the first time. He added that he would hate to see the 
opportunity squandered.  

 Kula ceded to David Philpott. Philpott stated that he was on the MES and an employee of the Pulse. He 
stated that they were here today to discuss whether the referendum should be posed to students or not. 
He explained that they have a responsibility of not posing the same referendum question two months 
after one was already held. He explained that he was of the belief that it wasn’t just for the money, but at 
the same time a lot of fundamental issues weren’t addressed. Philpott explained that students didn’t 
want a mandatory 12 month pulse membership, or pay fees until 2060, and didn’t like not knowing what 
the building would be used for. He stated that only 37% of students who voted the first option didn’t want 
the building. He explained that he wasn’t against having another referendum, but the fact that they were 
proposing another one two months after the last one failed and not addressing the concerns students 
had.  

 Inigo ceded to Daniel Tuba D’Souza. D’Souza stated that MacDonald and Nadarajah brought up good 
points. He stated that one of his concerns was the lack of information. When he was talking to the 
students, one of the common things heard was that the University wasn’t bringing forward enough 
money. He felt that this was huge. He explained that delaying this would be a waste of time, and that the 
student voice had been heard and this should be allowed.  

 Farah stated that at 16I MacDonald was confident that this was the best deal possible, and now he’s 
saying that this was the best deal. She asked MacDonald if he was still confident that this was the best 
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deal for students, and to run down the conversations held with the University. Farah ceded to 
MacDonald. MacDonald responded that at the time in terms of their priority list and where the project 
was situated, it was the best they could do. He stated that their number one priority was to purchase the 
Traymore properties and this was their second. MacDonald added that there were also a couple of 
projects that this will be prioritized over. He explained that if they don’t put it to referendum now then 
the student fees could be 11 million but the construction could cost more because of costs going up.  

 Nadarajah ceded to Danny Demyanenko. Demyanenko stated that he was the captain of the McMaster 
Volleyball team and he had the perspective of an athlete. He stated that being part of a team he came to 
realize that the student and athletic centres are the beating heart of schools. He felt that this would be a 
huge benefit for students now and in the future.  

 Shingleton-Smith asked the Board of Directors if there will be a yes team formed. Ceded to Oliver. Oliver 
responded that they suspect a year team will be formed by someone.  

 Lightstone stated that they have to look at this on how it’s different from the previous referendum. He 
stated that he hadn’t made up his mind yet on how to vote. He asked why the mandatory gym 
membership wasn’t worthy of changing. He stated that he was told by several students that they didn’t 
like the immediate increase as the Pulse was already at capacity. Lightstone stated that he spoke to 
MacDonald about this, and was told that more space would open up but that the $95 was to also 
supplement the Ath and Rec budget and to lower fees for varsity athletes. Lightstone added that if 
students were saying that this was too expensive then maybe they should be looking at taking something 
off of the mandatory fees. Lightstone also asked why this was being brought forward so quickly, and that 
while the new SRA term starts April 1 they could have the referendum during that month as the BoD were 
still around. Lightstone ceded to MacDonald. MacDonald responded that they can’t put out nominations 
and campaigning when there aren’t any school days according to their bylaws. He added that the new 
Elections Committee won’t get elected until the third week of April so there wouldn’t be enough time as it 
was.  MacDonald stated that it was better this way than to put it during exams.  

 Robinson asked if there were any differences in the project besides the new fee structure. Robinson 
ceded to MacDonald. MacDonald responded that there were two differences. One was that this will be a 
yes or no question. The second is that students wanted to see a grocer and food collective space on 
campus. He explained that there was a commitment from the University that this would be included and 
that the MSU would have the first right of refusal.  

 Threndyle stated that they should send this back to the students as there are merits. He explained that 
what they have in front of them was the University hearing what students wanted and giving money, 
which doesn’t happen often. He added that if students who voted no in the last referendum due to 
financials saw that the University put 10 million dollars on the table, and the SRA chose not to send it they 
would be upset.  

 Flowers asked how this conversation was going to differ from the last time. Flowers ceded to MacDonald. 
MacDonald responded that the advantage is that students would more aware of this. He explained that 
it’s a simple yes or no vote and it lets the students tell us what they want.  

 McBride stated that the constituents that he got in contact with would like for this to go to referendum.  
 Monaco-Barnes ceded to Anas Alwan. Alwan stated that this would offer a great deal to the Muslim 

community as this would provide a multi-faith space for prayers. He explained that they currently hold 
Friday prayers in DBAC and around 500 people come per week. He explained that it wasn’t the biggest 
space and the referendum would provide an opportunity to give a solution to their concerns.  

 Dales ceded to Daniel Front. Front asked if the contribution from the University will take away the choice 
from students. Front ceded to MacDonald. MacDonald responded that there will be an advisory board 
created to oversee the management of the space, and that they had it in writing from the Provost that 
this contribution won’t make a difference to the project.  

 Lee stated that he struggled with this question but asked Health Science students what they wanted to 
see. He explained that he ran a few polls and of those who answered there was a resounding yes on this 
going forward.  

 Kula ceded to David Philpott. Philpott stated that they have a great opportunity to renegotiate as there 
was now a mandate from students to change this. He explained that students don’t want to be charged 
over the summer. He asked for this to be held in the Fall and wait for the perfect referendum proposal.  
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 Monaco-Barnes ceded to Chris Basalo. Basalo stated that he has attended other universities and the thing 
he missed the most were the student spaces, as they helped with mental health and providing a sense of 
community. He felt that the mandatory fee for the pulse would encourage him to go. He asked for the 
option to vote on this.  

 MacDonald stated that the University came to them asking for one option. The MSU said no. They came 
back and said they would give five million dollars. The MSU said no. Then on Thursday the University 
stated that they would give 10 million dollars to the project. He explained that there was a lot of back and 
forth the past three weeks. He stated that he respected the idea of having a longer period of time to 
make it perfect for students and to talk to them, but they have this in front of them. He cautioned about 
finding something better.  

 Kula ceded to Shane Zuchowski. Zuchowski stated that he’s been around the MSU for a while. He added 
that he ran the ‘no’ side of the referendum earlier, but not because they didn’t need space on campus. He 
explained that he knows they have run out of space, but that this was an issue that needed to be discuss. 
Zuchowski explained that he has looked into the University’s business case proposals, and everything else 
involved in this question. He pointed out that the building fee should be dropping by $104 in 2023 as the 
existing mortgage was done. He explained that they would not only be voting to raise the fees but keep 
them. Zuchowski stated that they can’t expect every single student to look into the business reports and 
ask questions, that’s the SRA’s job. He stated that he found out all the information he did in a matter of 
weeks and that all students should be asking why the University needs over $150 million of student 
money over 40 years.  

 Deshpande asked MacDonald to speak to the interest and Mortgage rates. Deshpande ceded to 
MacDonald. MacDonald responded that nothing had changed. He stated that they only way to do this was 
if the Board of Governors went against their own policies. He added that in terms of the mortgage the $10 
million makes a big dent.  

 
Moved by Threndyle, seconded by Dales to exhaust the Speaker’s List.  
 

In Favour: 28 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 0 
Abstained: Robinson 

Motion Passes 
 

 The Speaker’s List will be exhausted and no further members will be added.  
 

 MacDonald stated that the MOU having to be signed before a referendum wasn’t correct. He explained 
that they will be taking the results from the referendum and will then tell the University what the student 
wanted. He added that if what is presented was inconsistent with what the students voted on then the 
fees cannot be increased. MacDonald argued that MUSC is a separately incorporated building and the 
Board of Management advises the corporation on what to do. He stated that in the case of Ath and Rec, 
the advisors would let the MSU know what was going on with this space. MacDonald addressed the 
comment about SWC moving to the LLC and stated that it was MSU space but the MSU leased it out in 
perpetuity to McMaster. He explained that McMaster would have to exit out of that agreement, but as of 
right now there are 10 departments vying to go into that space.  

 Kula ceded to Shane Zuchowski. Zuchowski stated that he was providing examples of things that were just 
for students but turned out that the University took over. He stated that there was always the possibility 
of change. He stated that for the pulse expansion they currently have 10,000 students who currently 
purchase a yearly membership, and on average there was a daily visitation of 1,000 students. He added 
that everyone could agree that the pulse was overcrowded. He explained that if they were doubling the 
space, but also doubling the membership they are building less space for students expected for use. 
Zuchowski stated that they’re designing the building for a student population they’ve exceeded.  

 The Speaker informed the member and the Assembly that the member had reached their allotted five 
minutes. He asked if the Assembly objected to allowing the member to continue speaking.  

 Hsu objected. 
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Vote on the Objection 
 

In Favour: 4 Opposed: 22 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, MacDonald, Areghan, Dales, Kula, Lightstone, Ngo, Inigo, Baiden, 

Threndyle, Long, Rudge, Eom, Lee, Robinson, Sehrawat, Phung, Shingleton-Smith, Cole, Farah 
Abstained: McBride, Pita, Beley 

Motion Fails 
 

 The member was allowed to continue to speak beyond five minutes.  
 Zuchowski continued by saying that the University will be paying the operating costs of the expanded 

building. He stated that he wasn’t asking for the Assembly to vote not because it wasn’t the best option, 
he was just asking for everyone to have a full understanding on what the students will vote on and if it 
was a good deal. He explained that it was up to the Assembly to make the hard decisions for students. He 
asked how many members know of someone who was living paycheque to paycheque where that extra 
200 dollars would be enough to cover food and make sure that the student could visit home. Zuchowski 
stated that if this goes through and passes the Assembly was forcing that student to lose that extra 
money.  

 Lightstone stated that he would be voting to put forward the referendum. He explained that he was 
impressed by MacDonald’s description of the dealings that went on with the University before bringing 
this forward. He added that he did have issues with putting the referendum forward a second time this 
year.  

 
Vote on Motion 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Nadarajah that the SRA approve holding a special referendum outside of the 
election schedule, with the suggestion that polling be finished no later than March 28, 2017 at 5PM, to send the 
question of an increase to the Athletics and Recreation Activity Fee and DBAC capital fee to referendum based on 
the following information: 
The continuation of the DBAC capital fee, and an increase of $2.99/unit to a max of 30 units (total $89.70) effective 
once the building opens (estimated 2020) for the creation of a Student Activity Building and an Athletics & 
Recreation Expansion, as well as the continuation of the Athletics and Recreation Activity Fee, and an increase of 
$95/year commencing in 2017 with a further $10 increase starting when the building opens (estimated 2020) to 
eliminate the user fee for full-time undergraduate Pulse members and create a 12 month pulse membership for all 
MSU members, in addition to all other benefits as described in the memo presented at SRA 16I for the option with 
both the Student Activity Building and the A&R Expansion. 
 

In Favour: 26 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Ngo 

Abstained: Areghan 
Motion Passes 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Robinson that the Assembly recess for 20 minutes.  
 
Amendment 
Moved by Farah, seconded by Lightstone to amend the motion to recess for 10 minutes.  
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote on Motion  
Moved by Lee, seconded by Robinson that the Assembly recess for 10 minutes.  
 

Passes by General Consent 
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Recessed at 7:25pm 
Called to Order at 7:35pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Baiden, Beley, Cole, Dales, Eom, Farah, Flowers, Hsu, Inigo, Lightstone, Lee, Long, 

MacDonald, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, Oliver, Phung, Pita, 
Robinson, Rudge, Sehrawat, Shingleton-Smith 

Absent Excused Almeida, Martin, Quinn, Ragnanan 
Absent D’Souza  
Late  Anbalagan, Areghan, Kula, Ngo, Threndyle 
Others Present Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Ellen Veinot (MSU Member), Ryan Deshpande 

(Diversity Services Director), Rabeena Obaidullah (MSU Member), Patricia Kousoulas 
(MSU Member), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1.  Arts & Science – no report submitted  
 
2.  Business Caucus – Robinson presented  
 

 Robinson summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Lightstone asked about the job calendar. He asked if there would be information accessible to other 
faculties. Robinson responded that this calendar was just DeGroote specific, but in terms of associate 
clubs anyone could access it.  

 
3.  Engineering Caucus – Flowers presented 
 

 Flowers summarized the report.  
 
4.  Bylaws & Procedures Commissioner – Lee presented 
 

 Lee summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 MacDonald asked Lee if he consulted with the Administrative Services Coordinator or Administrative 
Assistant with the Committee’s projects, and provided with minutes, etc. Lee stated that he looped them 
in for a few finalized projects but not everything.  

 MacDonald stated that it would be a good idea to make sure that they were looped into all conversations.  
 
5.  Services Commissioner – no report submitted  
 
6.  Operations Commissioner – Anbalagan presented 
 

 Anbalagan summarized the report.  
 
7.  University Affairs Commissioner – Hsu presented 
 

 Hsu went over the report.  
 



SRA 16O Page 9 
February 26, 2017 

Questions  
 Lightstone asked about the extended library hours, and if there was a plan to find a consistent source of 

income to fund this going forward. Hsu responded that she spoke to the MSS President-Elect, and that the 
plan was for the MSS to get the SIF funding back under their control. She explained that if they can bring 
that money back then it will go towards sustainable applications of that funding.  

 Baiden stated that the library hours was a great initiative. He stated that they were planning on using the 
funding as an advocate for extended hours in Thode. He asked how they were planning on getting 
information to show to the University. Hsu responded that part of the SIF application would be running a 
survey asking students when they’re using Thode.  

 Threndyle asked if SIF money freed up from the University’s hands would that money then fund the 
library for the foreseeable future. Hsu responded that it would.  

 Threndyle stated that would set a precedent and cautioned setting that up as students shouldn’t be 
funding that initiative. Hsu responded that this doesn’t mean the MSS should be the sole providers but 
will talk to them about this.  

 
8.  Executive Board – Oliver presented 
 

 Oliver summarized the report.  
 
9.  Vice-President (Administration) – Nadarajah presented 
 

 Nadarajah summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Baiden asked about SRA training, and if it was general training for caucus specific. Nadarajah responded 
that it would focus on the general SRA and help them with hiring the VPs.  

 
10.  President – Monaco-Barnes presented 
 

 Monaco-Barnes summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Hsu asked about local apples in Union Market. Monaco-Barnes responded that they were trying to 
introduce local produce into UM.  

 Lightstone asked what the issues were for expanded library hours. Monaco-Barnes responded that it’s 
usually paying for security.  

 
11.  Ontario Post Secondary Student Survey – Hsu presented 
 

 Hsu summarized the report.  
 
12.  Fees Update – MacDonald presented 
 

 MacDonald summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Wilson asked about the Health Plan fee reduction. He asked if this reduction proves to not be financially 
sustainable and they have to raise it, would it have to go back to referendum. MacDonald responded that 
they are confident they won’t have to do that. He explained by lowering it by five dollars and increasing 
the benefits they still have a surplus of $60,000. He added that if that’s the case the surplus could sustain 
the deficits while it catches up.  

 Lightstone asked what the projection was for the MSU Operating Fee. MacDonald stated that the 
organization was doing well. He explained that they might see some losses on the TwelvEighty Club 



SRA 16O Page 10 
February 26, 2017 

Nights, as well as employment matters of changing management will affect the bottom line. He added 
that their investments are doing well, and they’re way above projected.  

 Lightstone asked if they have the authority to put the Operating Fee to buildings. MacDonald responded 
that MSU Inc could choose to be a donor to the project, and further reduce the fee if they wanted to do 
that. He explained that anything significant would have to be sizeable, but he wasn’t sure that this was in 
the best interest of the organization right now.  

 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

 Lightstone stated that he was running a survey about referenda, and was hoping to make a decision from 
there with the Bylaws Committee. He asked for the Assembly to please share the link with their 
constituents.  

 MacDonald reported that in a month VP Elections will begin, April 1 & 2. He stated that he would be 
happy to sit down with those who were interested in running.  

 Pita announced that MMT presents Pippen was sold out.  
 Shingleton-Smith wished Farah happy birthday.  
 Baiden reported that there were jobs available on the MSU portal, and encouraged everyone to apply.  
 Lightstone reported that he was running a pilot project for SRA documentation. He stated that he was 

annoyed that he had to download everything from the website so he created a google drive through the 
McMaster Gmail system. He stated that he will talk to the admin at the MSU to see if this could be 
brought forward for future years.  

 Robinson announced that tomorrow was the start of the second round for Battle of the Bands.  
 Cole stated that if anyone was interested in being pied for Relay for Life on March 2 to let him know.  
 Wilson announced that this Tuesday was Rare Disease Awareness Day. He stated that Maccess will be 

having a small social media campaign for this.  
 Baiden announced that nominations for SRA Generals were closing on February 28.  
 Flower announced that this coming week was Queer History Week, and that QSCC and Diversity Services 

were putting this on. Exam schedules are posted too. 
 .  

 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 

 No questions were asked.   
 
BUSINESS 
 
2.  Close MSU Nomination on Elections Committee 
 
Moved by Eom, seconded by Cole that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) MSU seat on the Elections 
Committee. 
 
Nominations  

 Monaco-Barnes nominated Ellen Veinot - accepted 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Veinot won the MSU seat on the Elections Committee by acclamation.  
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3.  Close SRA Nomination on Elections Committee  
 
Moved by Eom, seconded by Lightstone that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) SRA seat on the Elections 
Committee. 
 
Nominations  

 Anbalagan nominated Hsu – accepted  
 Areghan nominated Kula – declined  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Hsu won the SRA seat on the Elections Committee by acclamation.  
 
4.  Muslim Ban  
 
Moved by Farah, seconded by Shingleton-Smith that the Assembly adopt the following: 
Whereas the United States government recently attempted to issue a travel ban targeting countries with large 
Muslim populations; 
Whereas an Islamaphobic terrorist attack was committed on Canadian soil in a Mosque near Quebec City on 
January 29, 2017 that killed 6 Muslims; 
Whereas McMaster University and its surrounding areas has a sizeable population of students, faculty, staff and 
community members who identify as Muslim; 
Whereas the McMaster Students Union will not tolerate acts or comments that perpetuate hate or Islamophobia 
against Muslims on campus as the union exists and operates within an anti-racist, anti-oppressive framework; 
Whereas the McMaster Students Union will continue to take action towards building and creating a safer and 
more inclusive environment for marginalized groups on campus; 
Whereas hate speech and intolerance of any form whether it manifest itself on campus, social media, or in the 
public domain is condemned by the student union; 
Be It Resolved That the McMaster Students Union stands in solidarity with Muslim identifying students on campus. 
 

 Farah stated that the statement was long overdue, and it was a statement of support. She explained that 
the University took a stance and thought the MSU should as well. Farah stated that a lot of students have 
come to her and spoke about not feeling safe. Farah thanked Anas who helped her draft the statement.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
5.  Committee of the Whole  
 
Moved by Anbalagan, seconded by Hsu that the Assembly move into Committee of the Whole.  
  

 Anbalagan stated that she just wanted to get an idea on what the SRA wanted to do for endorsing 
candidates.  

 Hsu stated that she was looking forward to the discussion.   
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
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Moved by Hsu, seconded by Robinson that the Assembly move out of Committee of the Whole and to Rise and 
Report. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Rise and Report 

 Hsu reported that the SRA discussed on whether the Assembly should be endorsing candidates for SRA 
Generals. She stated that the Assembly had mixed feelings on this, and that no resolution will come of the 
discussion so the decision was up to the individual SRA members.  

 
6.  Recall  
 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by MacDonald that the Assembly move into closed session to have a preliminary 
hearing to determine the merits of the motion to recall the Services Commissioner.  
 

 Nadarajah explained that they will have to go into closed session to discuss if the Assembly wanted to 
move forward with a recall hearing.  

 MacDonald stated that closed session meant no observers, the live-stream will be turned off, no 
electronics, and minutes will be kept and circulated to just the SRA.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved into Closed Session at 9:31pm 
Return to Open Session at 10:15pm 
 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by MacDonald that the Assembly move forward with the recall hearing of the 
Services Commissioner to be held at SRA  meeting 16P.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu to consider the following motion for New Business: “Moved by Oliver, 
seconded by ____ that the SRA ratify the following delegates for the MSU delegation to OUSA General Assembly: 
Blake Oliver, Justin Monaco-Barnes, Megan Hsu, Alex Wilson, Sarah Giacobbo, David Lee, Daryl Gonsalves, Kritika 
Seth, and Urszula Sitarz.” 
 

 Oliver stated that she forgot to add this to the agenda earlier, but needs to be done before they leave.  
 
Vote to Consider 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
1.  OUSA Delegation Ratification 
 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Hsu that the SRA ratify the following delegates for the MSU delegation to OUSA 
General Assembly: Blake Oliver, Justin Monaco-Barnes, Megan Hsu, Alex Wilson, Sarah Giacobbo, David Lee, Daryl 
Gonsalves, Kritika Seth, and Urszula Sitarz. 
 

 Oliver stated that GA was this coming weekend, and she was confident it will go well. 
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Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 
5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Beley, Cole, Dales, Eom, Farah, Flowers, Hsu, Inigo, Kula, 

Lightstone, Lee, Long, MacDonald, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, Ngo,  
Oliver, Phung, Pita, Robinson, Rudge, Sehrawat, Shingleton-Smith, Threndyle 

Absent Excused Almeida, Martin, Quinn, Ragnanan 
Absent D’Souza  
Late   
Others Present Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Ellen Veinot (MSU Member), Ryan Deshpande 

(Diversity Services Director), Rabeena Obaidullah (MSU Member), Patricia Kousoulas 
(MSU Member), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Moved by Pita, seconded by Farah that the meeting be adjourned.  
 

Motion Passes by General Consent 
 
Adjourned at 10:25pm 
 
/vs 


