
 
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  
 

Wow, I cannot believe that the last time I wrote a report was before presidential 
elections. The email I sent out before elections was very thorough, detailing all the different 
referenda. The event I held for students to ask questions was not as well attended as it was last 
year. Usually students have detailed questions about platforms, but more students were 
focused on referenda questions. Most questions were about the Ath& Rec expansion, but more 
so minute details about future plans and funding. When the Ath& Rec referendum failed, a few 
students had messaged me asking whether it can be proposed again.  

 
With regards to possible referenda reemerging, I conducted polls within the 

Artscifacebook year groups to receive feedback on whether they felt comfortable about voting 
for a topic again. I had preemptively done conduct a poll for SoBi, and a poll for the Ath& Rec 
expansion due to the new information that surfaced before the last meeting. For the Ath& Rec 
referendum, 45 to 7 voted in favour of re-voting on the new proposal. One student marked that 
they did not have a preference. So SoBi, students voted 18 to 4 in favour of voting again on the 
referendum. I shared this information on our SRA 16/17 page right before the last meeting, 
urging the assembly to vote in favour of passing the new ath& rec referendum and sharing my 
constituents’ perspective in my absence. I am glad to hear that the motion passed and have 
already begun answering more questions about it.  
 
 I had a large course evaluation kerfuffle the last time I reported regarding how Arts & 
Science conducts our evaluations. I spoke to Blake about my recommendations, which she will 
bring forth to the council she sits on regarding quality of academics. I was and still am very 
disappointed in how the course evaluation staff handled my concerns (i.e not responding to my 
follow-up questions).  
 
 One of my platform points was ensuring that Arts & Science students had better access 
to job and networking opportunities. While Hack the City came out of my VP Education platform, 
I did hope to use it within my role as SRA and targeted promotions to my constituents. I was 
happy to say that more than 10% of the delegation comprised of Arts & Science students. While 
a few upper years dropped out midway, I am glad that a few students within my program got to 
reap the rewards of one-on-one networking opportunities through the Industry Feedback 
Sessions, Innovation Sessions, and mentorship during the competition day. I hope that those 
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students are now a bit more comfortable with the process of networking, or at least dipped their 
toes into this pond of new business experience.  
 
 SRA elections are occurring and I am looking forward to being replaced after two years 
on the assembly. When promoting the elections, I shared a lot of my personal experiences from 
when I was contemplating running, bringing it back to certain principles and objectives of my 
Women and People of Governance focus group and talk at Elections 101. I accidentally ended 
up writing a 1500 word email about the MSU, SRA, and how to navigate elections. I had 
encouraged one of the candidates to run, and the other was inspired by my email about my 
personal experience (super validating). I spent some time consulting with each of the 
candidates and sharing my own joyous and frustrating moments on the assembly, working with 
SASS, and working with Dr. Wilson. Both candidates want to continue working on some of my 
incomplete platform points (due to the gravity of the changes I am proposing). Regardless of 
who wins, I would highly encourage the next SRA to adopt my point about trying to change the 
way we approach science (as I did very rudimentary data collection and asked for informal 
opinions, building the foundations for it). As well, my point about hiring an academic advisor 
should be carried forward. I am still working on collection information about it, but had not 
brought it up to Dr. Wilson. Since she is taking a sabbatical, I think that the new Director of my 
program will be more receptive towards the changes I had in mind.  
 

On March 6, I held a ‘Meet the Candidates’ event, which comprised of a 1.5 hour 
informal interview of the candidates. I had seven students attend in person, and there were 727 
views of the feed. The video was shared from my account, SRA Arts & Science, and shared to 
the Artsci 2020 group, comprised of almost all students from all years. A lot of my friends from 
other faculties reported watching for a short period. Moreover, many students reported watching 
the video after the event concluded, and commented on the accessibility of the event and how it 
accommodated for their time constraints. Arts & Science students reported finding it very helpful 
as it gave them a better understanding of who they were going to vote for based on all the 
questions I asked and critiques I made on the candidates’ platforms. The SRA Arts & Science 
page got a few more likes since in the email promoting the event gave them specific incentive to 
click on the page (as opposed to marketing it as a medium to stay updated). I am very grateful 
to the two strong candidates running, and would be extremely happy transitioning either one into 
my role.  

 
From running this event, I know exactly where each of their strengths and weaknesses 

lie for when either of the candidates would assume the role. As such, I can tailor my transition 
report to specifically address any concerns I had with them moving forward, and/or provide the 
individual guidance they require. Both candidates are up to date with all my event planning and 
platform points executed this year through email updates and from research for this position, 
thus, I foresee a smooth transition. I am ready to retire from student politics in peace now. 
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