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UPDATE  

Since our last report, the major changes that have taken place include the beginning of 

campaigning for SRA Generals and the initiation of the Special Referendum regarding 

the Athletics and Recreation proposal. We have seen a sharp decrease in the number of 

SRA candidates running compared to the previous year (52 as opposed to 73). Of these 

candidates six were acclaimed: 

 

SRA Health Sciences: David Lee and Franci Lao 

SRA Kinesiology: Brian Zheng and Sara Mustafa 

SRA Business: Selene Dominguez Florean 

SRA Humanities: Landon Fama 

 

Three seats on SRA Business and two seats on SRA Humanities were re-opened and we 

are running an election for both. We can only speculate the reasons for this, it may be the 

hectic nature of elections this year or the timing of the nomination period, which ended 

right after reading week. However, we can't really be sure why less people nominated 

themselves.  

 

Nominations for the special referendum has also opened and will follow this schedule: 

 

Nominations: March 2-15 ending at 5pm 

All-Candidate night: March 15 at 6pm 

Campaigning: March 16-23 ending at 5pm 

Voting: March 22-23 ending at 5pm 

 

We met with the Elections Committee to confirm this schedule as well as to set the new 

question. The question, if not already, should be released on the website soon. 

 

SERVICE USAGE  

Service usage has been low for the last half of February, and we were away for reading 

week. Usage has been increasing steadily as people request more elections and begin 

utilizing our office hours. This will increase over the course of SRA campaigning and 

throughout the referendum period.  
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We have two external elections coming up, one for the McMaster Engineering Society 

and one for the McMaster Humanities Society. These will be run in the same week as 

SRA voting. 

 

PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

We have not held any extra events in the time between this report and the last. We held 

the All-Candidate meeting for SRA Generals February 28 as well as another one for the 

extended nominations on March 1st. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

We are planning the special referendum and preparing to promote the question and 

election. We recognize that this being the 9th referenda this school year means that 

students are tired and may be more concentrated on the upcoming exam period than they 

are on Elections. We hope to engage them as best as we can, possibly using the Elections 

Committee to carry out class talks and tabling. We will see what resources are available 

to us in this regard and do our best to ensure at least quorum is met and if possible a high 

voter turnout.  

 

Due to unforeseen complications, we were not able to yet reach out to faculties to 

promote SRA Generals. However, we hope to at least send an e-mail asking them to 

engage in some social media promotions of the candidates. Moreover, we hope that 

current SRA members can also help promote their respective candidates to their 

constituents. It seems that there are a good number of people who are not re-running so 

there should be plenty of people to help out. 

 

BUDGET  

 



Page 3 of 3 
 

The budget in January was used for all promotions related to Presidentials and Referenda. 

Since this is our biggest election, it also accounted for a significant portion of our overall 

budget. For promotional material, the most expensive item were the T-shirts, which we 

ordered for 1280, Compass, UM, EC and Underground. We also got the standard 

promotional package, buttons, coffee stickers and laptop stickers. Furthermore, we 

booked out the MUSC Atrium due to a consistency in students’ complaining about the 

lack of space in MUSC due to the presidential election. This was an effective method to 

mitigate this complaint, but was also costly. We are currently unsure if this is something 

that the Elections Department will continue to do. This has been noted on the budget 

proposal sent earlier. 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

 Two new EC members are joining us: Ellen Veinot and Meg Hsu. We are excited to 

have these members on board and introduce them to the dynamics of EC. There will be 4 

or 5 meetings left before the end of the year, so EC still has some way to go. We are 

thinking about ordering food for the fines meeting for SRA. We will also be facilitating a 

feedback session for EC at the end of the year to gather their input on how they think the 

year went. We will be discussing further volunteer appreciation techniques in the near 

future. 

 

CURRENT CHALLENGES  

Some challenges we may be facing will be promoting the referendum and the SRA 

Elections simultaneously. This referendum is unprecedented, so we will have to find a 

balance between the two. Due to the strict nature of timelines, we will also have to have 

an EC meeting every week until the end of March to finish these two elections cycles. It 

may be difficult to ensure quorum at every meeting, but we have given EC advance 

notice. Another challenge is to ensure that an adequate number of people are engaged in 

the referendum process in March, as there have been a great number of referenda put 

forth this year. We are hoping to achieve a maximal number of votes, and devising 

strategies to do so, including having EC deliver class talks to promote voting. 

 

SUCCESSES  

The Elections Department had a successful event (MSU Governance and You 

conference). SRA Nominations period went well, and we are looking forward to 

campaigning.  

 

 


