
 

 

REPORT 
From the office of the… 

SRA Engineering Caucus 

TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly 
FROM: Desmond Flowers & Sarah Kula, Caucus Leaders 
SUBJECT: SRA 16N Report 
DATE: February 21, 2017 
 
Student Representative Assembly, 
 
We hope you’ve had a relaxing and productive reading week! This report will highlight the work 
that the SRA Engineering Caucus has been doing since our last report on January 8, 2017. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN 
 
Communication 
Facebook Page 
 
We continue to promote many student involvement opportunities on our Facebook page. We will 
be participating in the Humans of Mac Eng. initiative for the National Engineering Month (March) 
with the goal of having a unique post every few days for the duration of the month. We still have 
many interviews we need to complete for this project (and will have hopefully completed over 
the reading week) to meet its goal of optimizing the number of unique posts we can post on our 
page. 
 
Student Outreach 
The bylaws committee released a survey on referendum time limits that was started by 
discussions held in the engineering caucus. This survey gathers student feedback on how 
frequently the same referendum can be asked and what the best percentage threshold to 
launch a referendum is.  
 
Chat and Mingle with SRA ENG (Prior: MSU Governance Standing Committee) 
After difficulties getting participation and attendance during our office hours and with the 
Engineering Governance Committee, we decided to experiment with the idea of Chat and 
Mingle with SRA ENG biweekly events. These are happening every other Thursday (to not 
coincide with MES meetings) from 6:30-8 pm in JHE lobby and our next one will include free hot 
beverages and cookies.   
 
MES Relationship 
The SRA-MES connection continues to be strengthened, and MES meetings continue to be 
attended.  We have begun to meet with and plan with meeting future incoming MES president 
and Vice Presidents to set good groundwork for good future SRA-MES relationships.  

 



Welcome Week 2017 
There will be an upcoming meeting with the newly selected Co-ocs to discuss SRA involvement 
during welcome week. We hope to be able to have a brochure containing SRA information 
included in engineering swag bags.  
 
 
Independent Projects 
 
Engineering Empowerment Conference 
There hasn’t been any meetings with the MES conference planners since last semester. The 
conference was held and we will be meeting with the planners after the reading week to discuss 
ways the conference can be improved and bettered by the SRA in future years. 
 
Extended Library Hours 
We will be meeting with Anne Pottier and Lynne Services after the reading week to discuss 
where student needs may not currently being optimally met by Thode library. From a discussion 
had prior to the break there is reason to believe that the culture has shifted and students are not 
needing the extended library hours in the current year as they needed it at the time the platform 
was proposed. 
 
Opt-in/Opt-Out 
Discussions have been happening between our caucus and Victoria Scott. There is reason to 
believe that the initial proposal to offer an opt-in option for students on co-op/internship 
opportunities may be difficult to implement due to the logistics involved and that a better 
alternative is to have an opt-out policy for students who can automatically be provided services 
they otherwise aren’t receiving as co-op/internship students. Future discussions will be aimed to 
develop a viable plan of action and our platform may be adapted according to feasibility. 
 
Cookies and Cram 
The Cookies and Cram initiative has been successful to this time. There will be a few more 
sessions this semester and our caucus will continue to work alongside the MES, via tutoring 
support and organization, to see that the sessions continue to be successful. This project will be 
carried by the MES in future years. 
 
Additional Projects 
The coherent campus expansion plan is stalled for the foreseeable future as it remains unclear 
how to resolve the concern that students are not as involved in critical conversations concerning 
campus expansion as they should be. More discussions will be made internal to the caucus and 
between the BoD. 
 
The first year introductory course is a project where little activity is happening because there is 
reason to believe that the faculty is taking the initiative to implement an online transition 
program that will serve the same purpose, for a reduced and more feasible price, than our 
platform point. Future discussions will be made after the break with faculty members. 
 
Our plan to offer more affordable textbooks to McMaster students has been stalled as it remains 
unclear how to resolve this concern that students require courseware they can’t afford. Our 
caucus will discuss this point again internally as well as with the BoD in the efforts of discerning 
appropriate next steps. 
  
 



CHALLENGES 
The caucus has faced challenges addressing some of our platform points. The concerns are 
that the faculty is doing work here and it is unclear where the caucus can spearhead relevant 
and valuable contributions, or that tasks have been found to be multilayered with limited 
resources to effectively impart change. Our goal to address this challenge is to meet with the 
BoD after the break to discuss viable options in more detail. 
 
SUCCESSES 
We are excited by the successes we have had with improving our relationship with the faculty 
society and addressing some of our platform points. We have adapted some of our platform 
points, such as the governance committee, to better meet the needs of our constituents. The 
caucus has continued meeting regularly to discuss our progress and support options and we are 
excited for the projects we will continue to work on for the remainder of the semester. 
 
We thank you for reading our report! 

 
 

Best, 
 
Sarah Kula and Desmond Flowers 
SRA Engineering Caucus Leaders 
McMaster Students Union 
sraeng@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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