
 
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  
 
Angel, VC External:  
 

Since being elected to my position, I have created a list of priorities which I would 
like to address including the items of more meaningful interaction between all faculties, 
heightened inclusivity and integration of students off campus, and advocacy of gender 
equality and acceptance. 
 
 As First Year Faculty Representatives have not all been elected yet, I have not 
been able to meet with them or the representatives for students off campus to discuss 
this year’s ideas, goals and plans. I would like to collaborate with the Faculty Reps and 
SOC Reps on projects relating to faculty interaction and SOC inclusion, so I have not 
begun working on those points quite yet and am hoping to be able to hold a meeting 
soon. 
 

In the meantime, I have started to discuss issues relating to gender inequality 
amongst first year students and receive their feedback on changes they deem necessary 
and have plans to meet with WGEN members to analyze what the most effective 
advocacy campaign action would be. The target of this point is primarily the safety of all 
students.  
 

More notably, I’ve expressed the need for an event to help first year students 
make a less stressful transition into the university grading system. FYC is now planning 
to hold a Fishbowl Night during which first year students may ask questions 
anonymously about their concerns with their grades and academics in general and listen 
to answers from a panel of upper year students of all faculties 
 
Selene, Chair:  
 

As FYC Chair, I ran on the goal to actively create events to close the gap 
between SOCS students and residence students in first year. I have started to come up 
with different events that get the students together, no matter where they live.  
 

As FYC Chair, I also believe that constant communication and approachability to 
students is key. Along with the other FYC members, we are working on ensuring that we 
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are active on social media outlets such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and so on. This 
way, students can reach us through social media.  
 
Shanna, VC Events:  
 

1) Ensure all first year students have the opportunity to be active on campus and in 
the community through meaningful events put on by FYC. 

2) Have effective event promotion strategies to reach as many first year students as 
possible. 

3) Host a variety of events that cover social, cultural, educational, and recreational 

aspects. 
 
Grace, VC Internal:  
 

We are currently planning an event for First Year Students before the exam 
period to act as a destress night and have the opportunity to ask upper year students 
answers about academic success. This will hopefully encourage time spent focused on 
students’ mental health. This “Fishbowl” night will likely be held at Bridges and be 
catered by Paradise Catering. 
 
PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 
Angel:   
 
As of right now, no events nor projects have been carried out. 
 
Selene:  
 
Presently, we have not had enough time to plan an event. Having said that, FYC is 
planning their launch event next week.  
 
Shanna: 
 
N/A 
 
Grace:  
 
No previous projects. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 
Angel:   
 

First, the FYC Facebook Launch will be occurring next Wednesday, November 
2nd in the MUSC atrium, where the FYC team will be giving away a cupcake to every 
student who comes by the booth and likes our Facebook page. This event will hopefully 
run smoothly, as there are no anticipated barriers. 
  
 As well, the Fish Bowl night for first years to get their answers to academics- and 
grade-related queries will take place in mid-late November as students begin to plan for 



their first round of final exams. This event will take place on a weekday evening in 
Bridges. A barrier to this event will be garnering interest, as we must include an incentive 
to entice students to come to the event.  
 

Next, FYC will be working with Spark to host their first ever Spark Formal for first 
year students. FYC’s role will be focused on event promotion. There are no barriers 
anticipated for this event, and FYC will happily provide help to Spark wherever they may 
need it. 
 
Selene: 
 

We have two main events coming up. The first event is our launch event that is 
happening this Wednesday November 2nd, 2016. We will be giving out free cupcakes to 
students as we promote our social media pages. The event will be throughout 
Wednesday. We will bake the cupcakes ourselves.  
 

Our second event coming up is a first year night where we target the transition 
from high school to university. Emphasizing that it is okay to struggle as a first year. We 
will have reps of each faculty talk about their struggles and their mark drop between first 
year and high school. This will happen the last week of November at Bridges. We will be 
hoping that the faculties help us out and we collaborate together. It might prove difficult 
to get reps to come to this event, so we might need help getting them together.  
 

Our last event that we are currently planning is to collaborate with Spark to help 
them with their formal November 24th, 2016. We are in the process of getting together 
and realizing the logistics before we proceed with this partnership. 
 

Shanna: 
 

Fishbowl Night: Q&A session with upper year students on guided topics, stress 
relieving stations as a break in the middle, then resume Q&A.  

Launch event: Introduction to FYC; handing out cupcakes and socializing with 
first year students.  

Social campaigns: “Dear First Year Me” Facebook campaign; taking portrait 
photos of upper year students and attaching their written letter. #FirstYearMoment; a 
hashtag with a funny anecdote from first year students. Always updating social media 
with timed posts.  
 
 
Grace:  
 

Currently planning a FYC Launch Event for Wednesday November 2. This 
should run all day. Barriers that exist would be time constraints, i.e. creating a Facebook 
banner, and producing enough incentive for students to come out. I plan to hold 
feedback groups with the residences to gain insight about Welcome Week and the 
problems that currently exist in residences (No dates yet). This will further be discussed 
with the Residence Councillors. We will also be partnering with MSU Spark to put on 
their Formal. $500 to $100 will be given on our behave to the Formal. 
 
CURRENT CHALLENGES  
 



Angel: 
 

The only existing challenge for me at the moment is the lack of communication to 
FYC regarding the election for the First Year Faculty Representatives. I have not yet 
been informed of any updates on that process, and I would really like to know in order to 
proceed with my year planning. I may choose to start projects independent of the Faculty 
Reps and SOC Reps if their positions are not secured before the end of November, but I 
would definitely prefer to discuss ideas and objectives with everyone first.     
 
Selene:  
 

The challenges that we are facing as FYC is that due to the new roles change 
from last year, we are venturing into what we believe works better for FYC. Moreover, 
when planning events, since we are so distinctly different, we are trying to get our name 
across. We have to get all of our events across first year students, so we need a lot of 
help promoting our events to reach all the first year students.  

 
Shanna: 
 

No immediate challenges have arisen yet. In previous experiences, effective 
communication becomes difficult to maintain, although we have created many facets to 
speak to one another on. Although I will watch for this possible issue.  

 
Grace:  
 

Current Challenged include the ability to reach all first year students in an 
accessible manner. This will hopefully be improved after the Launch Event and the 
numerous Social Media platforms.  

 
VOLUNTEERS (Commissioners only)  
 

N/A 
 
SUCCESSES  
 
Angel: 
 

Thus far, FYC has reached success in effectively communicating with all 
members and setting ambitious, but still realistic, expectations of each other. I think that 
we’ve found success in supporting each other right off the bat and maintaining a very 
positive and open-minded attitude.  
 

Within our first two meetings, we’ve already established several items of action 
including our Fishbowl Night, Facebook Launch, and Spark Formal discussions. We’ve 
really hit the ground running with a great start and I think that deserves a high five! 
 
Selene:  
 

Throughout these first couple of weeks, our biggest success is the student’s 
interest within FYC. It has been the year with the greatest amount of students running for 



the positions, and that shows the amount of student leadership that McMaster inspires 
off from students. That itself is a big success.  
 
Shanna:  
 

Positive and frequent communication, good meeting planning, and an efficient 
dynamic.  

 
Grace: 
 

Seeing as the FYC has been restructured, we have made progress in rebranding 
the FYC and developing new approaches to problems. The addition of residence 
councillors and their respective groups will aim to increase our awareness and the 
MSU’s awareness of problems in residence. 

 
OTHER 
 

Residence Councillor Updates have not been included in this report. The 
positions have all been filled and we have had two meetings as a group. The Councillors 
are being assigned to Residence Life Groups, in which they will either co-chair a group 
with an employee of the MSU/McMaster, or will be a sitting member. The councillors 
have also been informed of their roles in FYC, most notably that their position is for 
advocacy/ improvement to the first year experience rather than to host events for 
fun/bonding. This message was well received and several RC have submitted surveys 
and other materials to send to those who live in residence with them. The response 
amongst these students has been very strong, and communication on posts in Facebook 
groups has been attentive. As follows are the names of the councillors and their 
residences.  

 
Bates: Tiffany Tse 
Mary Keyes: Alyssa Liu  
Matthews: Emma Jayne Chaikowsky 
Moulton: Reni Gandhi  
Wallingford: Christy Yu 
Edwards: Anna Mary Wilfred 
Whidden: Abdul Stott 
Hedden: Andrew Estrada 
Brandon: Rani Mao  
McKay: Toni Asuncion 
Woodstock: Ernest Wong 
Les Prince: Haneet Hothi  

 
Best, 
 
Kristen Webster 
FYC Coordinator 
McMaster Students Union 
fyc@msu.mcmaster.ca 
 


