
Student Representative Assembly Meeting 16G 
Sunday, September 25, 2016 at 5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH111 
 
 

Called to Order at 5:04 pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Almeida, Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Beley, Bengizi, Cole, Dales, Eom, Farah, Flowers, 

Ghani, Hsu, Inigo, Kula, Lee, Lightstone, Long, MacDonald, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-
Barnes, Nadarajah, Ngo, Oliver, Quinn, Ragnanan, Robinson, Rudge, Shingleton-Smith, 
Threndyle 

Absent Excused D’Souza, Pita 
Absent  
Late   
Others Present Ryan Deshpande (Diversity Services Director), Victoria Liu (External Affairs 

Commissioner), Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Louis Ferracuti (The Silhouette), 
Maggie Gallagher (MSU Comptroller), Brian Zheng (MSU Member), Rabeena Obaidullah 
(MSU Member),E. Ferguson (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
TERRITORY RECOGNITION 
 
 The SRA would like to recognize today that we are situated on traditional Haudenosaunee and Anishnaabe 
 territories through the ‘Dish with One Spoon Wampum Treaty’. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Cole that the agenda be adopted, as presented. 
 
Amendment 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Nadarajah that 'Adopt changes to the Silhouette Operating Policy' be added as 
Business item #7. 
 
 MacDonald stated it is important to make these changes so The Silhouette can hire their team. 
 
Vote to Amend 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Amendment 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Areghan that Business item #6 be moved to before Delegation from the Floor.  
 
 Lee stated the election was advertised to be at 5 PM.  
 
Vote to Amend 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote to Adopt Agenda 
 
Moved by Monaco-Barnes, seconded by Nadarajah that the agenda be adopted, as amended.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 
 The Chair asked for observer’s to please sign and circulated the Observer’s List at the back. 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Threndyle that the Assembly adopt the minutes from SRA meetings 16F – 
September 11, 2016, as circulated. 

 
Passes Unanimously 

 
BUSINESS 
 
6.  Close one (1) MSU Seat on Standing Committee 
 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Bengizi that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) MSU seat on the 
External Affairs Committee.   
 
Nominations  
 Lee nominated Ryan Deshpande - accepted 
 Hsu nominated Alex Wilson - accepted 
 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Almeida that the parameters be set at 2 minutes for opening statements, 2 
minutes for questions per candidate, pooled,  and 30 seconds for closing statements.  

 
Passes Unanimously  

 
 Candidates presented in the allotted time.  
 Assembly voted by secret ballot.  

 
Candidates  
Ryan Deshpande 22 
Alex Wilson 6 
Abstentions 2 
 
 Ryan Deshpande won the MSU seat on the External Affairs Committee.  
 

 
DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR 
 
1. Student Assistance Program  
 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Nadarajah that the parameters be set at 10 minutes for the presentation and 
10 minutes for questions. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 MacDonald went over his presentation with the Assembly. 
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Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Beley that the parameters for the presentation be extended by 10 minutes.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Questions 
 Lightstone asked if the allocated money would come out of the Health Plan surplus. MacDonald stated that it 

would come out of the Health Plan fund and this would help alleviate the large surplus. 
 Threndyle asked if the addition of SAP would increase the health plan fee. MacDonald clarified that it would 

not, this addition would help alleviate the large surplus.  
 Robinson asked if there was a possibility of lowering the $3.87 fee if a greater amount of students don't opt out 

of the health plan. MacDonald stated that the $3.87 rate is much better than many schools so the fee will not 
be lowered.  

 Quinn asked if this program would be affected by the blackout period. MacDonald stated that it definitely will 
not be affected this year as the program will begin after the blackout period ends, and it is not likely to be 
affected in future years. 

 Long inquired if SAP could have a negative impact on the services currently offered. MacDonald stated that SAP 
provides another option and additional resourcesavailable to students, not a replacement. PSL will be able to 
refer students to this service for times outside their operating hours. MacDonald also stated that this program 
has a legal component which is completely missing from the services the MSU offers. 

 Farah asked if the fee is providing students with an actual lawyer. MacDonald stated that it offers an over the 
phone consultation (one per issue). If a student would like a lawyer to pursue an issue further there would be a 
normal fee at a 25% discount.   

 Mertens asked where a student would go for a walk in service. McDonald stated that students would be set up 
with a resource in the area (ie. Hamilton/Burlington/Oakville). 

 Quinn asked if this is going to replace a holistic approach to counselling and how SAP would respond in crisis 
situation if there is a risk of harm. Currently many students have a team of doctors and councillors on campus. 
MacDonald stated that if this passes, the SAP team would like to come in and meet with student resources on 
campus to understand what is currently available to students. However, students are able to request for their 
information to not be shared between two resources. In an emergency situation, the professionals working 
with SAP are still obligated to report potentially harmful situations.   

 A. Wilson asked if students would still be faced with large wait times when being referred through this service. 
McDonald stated that he does not know that information off hand, but was given the impression that students 
will be prioritized and followed up with. 

 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Nadarajah to exhaust the speakers list. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Lightstone asked if the log in information for the app and website would be students' MAC ID. MacDonald 
stated it would be one login for all McMaster students. 

 Farah asked if this is a great alternative for SWELL with their large wait times. McDonald stated that the highest 
demand at SWELL is councillors, which SAP offers. He is sceptical whether this would alleviate wait times at 
SWELL but it would enable more students to use resources.  

 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1. Health Science Caucus – Lee presented  
 
 Lee summarized the report.  

 
2. Humanities Caucus – Rudge presented  
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 Rudge summarized the report.  

 
3. Kinesiology Caucus – Ngo presented  
 
 Ngo summarized the report.  

 
4. Operations Commissioner – Anbalagan presented  
 
 Anbalagan summarized the report.  

 
5. Finance Commissioner– report attached. 
 
6. Executive Board – Shingleton-Smith presented  
 
 Shingleton-Smith summarized the report. 
 
Questions 
 Hsu asked about the progress of the MAC Bread Bin rebranding.  
 Mertens stated that they are looking to change the name and the logo, but it will likely happen next year.  
 Quinn noted that she went to a MACycle bike polo event and the tennis courts were in major disrepair. She 

asked if that would be looked into.  
 Nadarajah stated A. Tran had not mentioned that to her and she will follow up on it.  
 
7. Vice-President (Administration) – Nadarajah presented  
 
 Nadarajah summarized the report.  
 
Questions 
 Quinn asked what the procedure is for an Executive Board member on a hiring board when there is a conflict 

of interest with the person being interviewed.  
 Nadarajah stated that an Executive Board member should step down from the role. She would discuss 

stepping down with the member and in her experience they usually do.     
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Lee to move the Elections report to after Business item #5. 

 
Passes Unanimously 

 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 
 Lightstone stated that Monday October 3rd and Tuesday October 4th is Rosh Hashanah and wished those who 

were celebrating a happy new year.  
 Lee advised that the Advocacy Street Team applications are out. 
 Oliver thanked all those who attended the OUSA campus visit and advised she has lots of swag left over in her 

office if anyone is interested. Oliver asked everyone to promote that the OUSA GA Applications are now open. 
Oliver stated they are looking for one more author for their ancillary fees policy paper and to contact her if 
anyone is interested. 

 MacDonald asked the assembly to share the link to the online sale for individual Homecoming tickets. 
 Nadarajah reported that the Diversity Services open house is on Tuesday September 27th in clubs space from 

11 AM - 3 PM.  
 Bengizi reported that Matthew Green will be doing a talk on the Black Lives Matter movement on October 3rd 

11:30 AM  in MDCL 1110. If anyone is interested please let her know. 
 Baiden asked everyone to promote the FYC elections. 
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 A. Wilson reported that Maccess opens swing spaces this week and will be posting a full schedule on Facebook 

soon. He asked everyone to promote to students once the schedule is live. A survey regarding the upcoming 
accessibility forum will be ready to circulate soon. 

 
 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 
 Quinn asked if it was appropriate to wait to release the single tickets for homecoming, having given students 

in a better financial situation an advantage to buy the packaged ticket. MacDonald stated that ticket sales do 
not usually begin until two weeks before, and individual tickets are on sale for an entire week. The marketing 
strategy was to build demand to ensure that the size and scope of the event was financially feasible. He 
apologized if people felt this was mishandled but the individual tickets were always in the plan.    

 
BUSINESS 
 
1.  Recess for meetings of MSU and CFMU Incorporated 
 
Moved by Monaco-Barnes, seconded by Ragnanan that the Assembly recess and move into Corporate Meetings of 
MSU and CFMU Incorporated. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Called to Order at 6:50 pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Almeida, Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Beley, Bengizi, Cole, Dales, Eom, Farah, Flowers, 

Ghani, Hsu, Inigo, Kula, Lee, Lightstone, Long, MacDonald, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-
Barnes, Nadarajah, Ngo, Oliver, Quinn, Ragnanan, Robinson, Rudge, Shingleton-Smith, 
Threndyle 

Absent Excused D’Souza, Pita 
Absent  
Late   
Others Present Ryan Deshpande (Diversity Services Director), Victoria Liu (External Affairs 

Commissioner), Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Louis Ferracuti (The Silhouette), 
Maggie Gallagher (MSU Comptroller), Brian Zheng (MSU Member), Rabeena Obaidullah 
(MSU Member), E. Ferguson (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 

Moved byLightstone, seconded by Nadarajah that the assembly recess for 15 minutes. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Called to Order at 7:10 pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Almeida, Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Beley, Bengizi, Cole, Dales, Eom, Farah, Flowers, 

Ghani, Hsu, Inigo, Kula, Lee, Lightstone, Long, MacDonald, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-
Barnes, Nadarajah, Ngo, Oliver, Quinn, Ragnanan, Robinson, Rudge, Shingleton-Smith, 
Threndyle 

Absent Excused D’Souza, Pita 
Absent  
Late   
Others Present Ryan Deshpande (Diversity Services Director), Victoria Liu (External Affairs 
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Commissioner), Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Louis Ferracuti (The Silhouette), 
Maggie Gallagher (MSU Comptroller), Brian Zheng (MSU Member), Rabeena Obaidullah 
(MSU Member), E. Ferguson (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 

 
2.  Marmor Fees 
 
(A) Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Nadarajah that the SRA send the Marmor fee to referendum to eliminate 
the $9.22 fee effective 2017-2018, while providing physical Marmors corresponding to a student's financial 
contribution concluding with the class of 2020. 
 
(B) Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Nadarajah that the SRA send the MSU Operating fee to referendum to 
raise the fee by $5.00 to create a digital version of the Marmor as well as provide additional funding to student 
services and events on campus. 
 
 
 MacDonald stated that the Marmor has been up for discussion for a long time and it will be good to finally get 

feedback from students regarding what they want out of the service through a referendum. The intention is to 
send this to referendum alongside the October referendums. 

 Nadarajah stated that she likes the transparency of the questions and how it gives students the ability to 
eliminate the fee completely.   

 
Questions 
 Threndyle asked if the wording could be changed from "Marmor" to "physical yearbook" as many students are 

unaware what the Marmor is. MacDonald stated that the Elections committee will establish the final wording 
of the questions.  

 Quinn asked MacDonald to clarify where the $5 will be going in the budget. MacDonald stated that it would be 
going into the MSU operating fund under administration.  

 Robinson asked where the $5 number came from. MacDonald stated that it is ultimately an estimation. His 
counterpart at Western gave a breakdown of their costs and he used that as a guideline. The costs will likely 
be the wage of a videographer, as well as significant capital purchases to make the digital Marmor feasible. 

 Farah asked what would happen if students voted yes to both. MacDonald stated that event is highly unlikely, 
but both physical and digital versions of the Marmor would be created. 

 Lightstone asked if the SRA will be approving the final questions after decided on by Elections committee. 
MacDonald stated that Election will decide and approve the final wording. 

 
 
Vote on Motion (A)  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Amendment 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded by Areghan that the word digital be removed from the second motion. 
 
 MacDonald stated he is strongly against removing the world digital as it becomes unclear what the students 

are being asked.  
 Oliver stated that a referendum is the best way to consult the student base what they want to see. Without 

the distinction between digital and physical the only way to gather this information would be to hold another 
referendum.  

 Dales agreed that it is more clear with the distinction between physical and digital.  
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Moved by Mertens, seconded by Lee to Call to Question. 
 

In Favour: 28 Abstentions: 2 
Abstained - Ngo, Bengizi 

Motion Passes 
 

Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 1 Opposed: 25 Abstentions: 4 
Opposed - Monaco-Barnes, Nadarajah, MacDonald, Oliver, Dales, Beley, Flowers, Ngo, Baiden, Hsu, Inigo, 

Threndyle, Almeida, Bengizi, Rudge, Long, Ragnanan, Eom, Lee, Robinson, Mertens, Shingleton-Smith, Quinn, 
Farah, Cole 

Abstained: McBride, Kula, Areghan, Anbalagan 
Motion Fails 

 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Bengizi to Call to Question. 
 

In Favour: 27 Abstentions: 3 
Abstained: Ngo, Robinson 

Motion Passes 
Vote on Motion (B) 
 

In Favour: 29 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Lightstone 

Motion Passes 
 
3.  Ratification of 2016-2017 Electoral Appeal Board Members 
 
Moved by Eom, seconded by Cole that the Assembly approve the following members of the Electoral Appeal 
Board: Professor Nibaldo Galleguillos, with Guiliana Guarna and Priya Gupta as the two alternates.  
 
 Quinn stated she was concerned about the choices as there was an illegal campaign run last year during the 

VP referendum and Guiliana Guarna sung about it in her swan song. She heard of SRA members putting 
pressure on their friends to vote against the VP referendum, and is overall concerned about the integrity of 
how elections were run last year.  

 Nadarajah stated that Quinn had a fair point but Guiliana Guarna and Priya Gupta are alternates chosen for 
their election experience. 

 MacDonald stated that he strongly encourages the assembly to vote in favour as he trusts the alternates to 
make difficult choices with their strong knowledge of elections.  

 Nadarajah stated she encourages Quinn to discuss deregulated campaigns with Helen Zeng.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 27 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Quinn 

Abstained: Bengizi, Areghan 
Motion Passes 

 
4.  Open one (1) seat on Executive Board  
 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Oliver that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) seat on the Executive 
Board. 
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 Nadarajah stated candidates should keep in mind that Executive Board meetings are 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM on 

Tuesday mornings. An extra 4 hours per week time commitment will be required beginning in January, as each 
Executive Board member is expected to sit on hiring boards.   

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

5.  Close one (1) seat on Executive Board  
 
Moved by Eom, seconded by MacDonald that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) seat on the Executive 
Board. 
 
Nominations 
 Almeida - Anbalagan - declined 
 Monaco-Barnes - Farah - accepted 
 Flowers - Dales - declined 
 Shingleton-Smith - Quinn - accepted 
 Rudge - Mertens - accepted 
 Flowers - Baiden - accepted 
 Shingleton-Smith - Lightstone - declined 
 Areghan - Long - declined 
 Shingleton-Smith - Lee - declined 
 Flowers - Threndyle - declined 

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Bengizi that the parametersbe set at 2 minutes opening statements, 2 minutes 
for questions, per candidate, pooled and 30 seconds closing statements. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Candidates spoke in the allotted time. 
 The Assembly voted by secret ballot.  

 
 

Candidates  
Baiden 0 
Farah 17 
Mertens 2 
Quinn 8 
Spoiled 1 
Abstained 2 

 
 Farah won the seat on Executive Board. 

 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Threndyle that the assembly move the Elections report after Business item #6.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
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6.  Adopt changes to The Silhouette Operating Policy 
 
Moved by MacDonald, seconded by Quinn that the SRA adopt changes to The Silhouette Operating Policy, as 
circulated. 
 
 MacDonald stated that the new positions are part the new strategic direction S. Hastie is taking. MacDonald 

stated S. Hastie was indifferent if SRA or Executive Board approved amendments to The Silhouette operating 
policy but thought it may be beneficial that Executive Board meets once a week. This change will align The 
Silhouette's processes with the other services. 

 Quinn stated she has had discussions with S. Hastie and he is doing a great job and trusts his decisions. 
 
Vote on Motion  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

Moved by Quinn, seconded by Areghan that the assembly recess for 10 minutes. 
 
 Quinn stated that Helen Zeng should be arriving within 10 minutes. 
 
Vote on Motion  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
 
Called to Order at 8:45 pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Almeida, Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Beley, Bengizi, Cole, Dales, Eom, Farah, Flowers, 

Ghani, Hsu, Inigo, Kula, Lee, Lightstone, Long, MacDonald, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-
Barnes, Nadarajah, Ngo, Oliver, Quinn, Ragnanan, Robinson, Rudge, Shingleton-Smith, 
Threndyle 

Absent Excused D’Souza, Pita 
Absent  
Late   
Others Present Ryan Deshpande (Diversity Services Director), Victoria Liu (External Affairs 

Commissioner), Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Louis Ferracuti (The Silhouette), 
Maggie Gallagher (MSU Comptroller), Brian Zheng (MSU Member), Rabeena Obaidullah 
(MSU Member), E. Ferguson (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
8.     Elections - Helen Zeng presented.  
 
 Helen summarized the report.  
 
Questions 
 Quinn asked how H. Zeng plans to stop future illegal campaigning like what happened during the VP 

referendum last year. H. Zeng stated that once an official complaint is filed than Elections can take action by 
forcing them to register so they follow the same rules and guidelines as everyone else.  

 Quinn asked at what point Elections would inform students that a campaign is not officially endorsed, if no 
complaint was filed and the illegal campaign continues to go on. H. Zeng stated that it would not be officially 
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announced because they would need an official complaint, and at that point they would force them to 
register.  

 Bengizi asked how campaigning and posting articles through The Silhouette will work as the dates don't align. 
H. Zeng stated she contacted S. Hastie and it was agreed that articles can be posted online. H. Zeng stated she 
did not start the campaign dates on a Sunday because of the Underground credit system. Due to financial 
accessibility concerns, candidates’ names are sent to Underground so there is no use of out of pocket money. 
A Monday start will give equal chance to the candidates who are unfamiliar with the process as they can print 
their material at Underground the day of. 

 Baiden stated that the SRA general election period has been very long and draining in the past. He asked if 
there was a way to shorten the process. H. Zeng stated that she has done the exact minimum this year (1 
week) to try and alleviate this issue.  

 Lightstone asked if there are rules in place to ensure religious accessibility during the elections. For example, 
the October by-elections fall on a Jewish holiday so observing candidates cannot campaign. H. Zeng stated 
that it is hard to get around because there is a bit of a rush to have representation on the SRA. She stated she 
could look into this.  

 Inigo asked what the procedure is if an illegal campaign is asked to register and they refuse. H. Zeng stated she 
has not heard of this happening before.  

 Bengizi stated that in the past SRA members had been logging into their friends accounts and voting down the 
VP referendum. She asked how that will be mitigated in the future. H. Zeng stated that the Elections 
committee nor herself can control what others choose to do, but she will put out an announcement to 
strongly discourage the behaviour, as well work with Nadarajah to ensure it does not happen in MSU space. 

 
 
TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, October 16, 2016 
10 AM 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Almeida, Anbalagan, Areghan, Baiden, Beley, Bengizi, Cole, Dales, Eom, Farah, Flowers, 

Ghani, Hsu, Inigo, Kula, Lee, Lightstone, Long, MacDonald, McBride, Mertens, Monaco-
Barnes, Nadarajah, Ngo, Oliver, Quinn, Ragnanan, Robinson, Rudge, Shingleton-Smith, 
Threndyle 

Absent Excused D’Souza, Pita 
Absent  
Late   
Others Present Ryan Deshpande (Diversity Services Director), Victoria Liu (External Affairs 

Commissioner), Alex Wilson (Maccess Coordinator), Louis Ferracuti (The Silhouette), 
Maggie Gallagher (MSU Comptroller), Brian Zheng (MSU Member), Rabeena Obaidullah 
(MSU Member), E. Ferguson (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Genya Oparin 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Moved by Lightstone, seconded byOliver that the meeting adjourn.  
 

Motion Passes by General Consent  
 
Adjourned at 9:03pm 
 
/ef 


