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UPDATE  

Farmstand is sixteen weeks into the season, with only two weeks left post-reading week. 

We have recently run an extremely successful local food fest and have released our local 

food discount card. Operations of the stand have been running smoothly and we have had 

lots of volunteer support. We have been trying to enhance service outreach through more 

informational displays at the stand and promoting dietitian services through McMaster. 

We are still making weekly donations to Ronald McDonald house and are pulling in a 

small profit from the stand each week. We have recently had conversations with Union 

Market to try to help enhance local food in Union Market and help market the local food 

they already have.   

 

SERVICE USAGE  

Local Food Fest: Thousands of students engaged in Local food fest from sampling cider 

and corn, interacting with other service and clubs, painting pumpkins to stopping by 

Farmstand. 

 

Sustainable Student workshop: There were upwards of 20 people who came to the 

workshop.  

 

The Stand: Each week the stand sees more and more customers and students interacting 

with the service. We gage this based on volume of sales.  

 

PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

Farmstand 1A03 

Only 6 people showed up to this event, but was it ever a great event. Our education and 

advocacy coordinator talked about Mac Farmstand and the importance of sustainable 

food systems on the environment. We had a guest speaker, who was a Farmstand 

volunteer and helped run the service 4 years ago. He now owns his own coffee shop in 

Hamilton called smalls. He talked about the Hamilton local food scene and ways that we 

can all access and cook local foods.  
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Local Food Fest 

My entire team and myself are extremely happy with how this event turned out. We had 

live local music, pumpkin painting hosted by swell, bread bin and SCSN with interactive 

booths, as well as, the McMaster Veggie club. Mac Farmstand was giving away free 

samples of corn and cider. We had a larger than usual stand set up, with a local versus 

non-local taste testing station. The event looked great and there were hundreds of people 

engaging in the festival at once.  

 

Sustainable Student workshop: 

In collaboration with a group of life science students we hosted a workshop teaching 

students how to be sustainable on campus. We talked about what resources are available 

to students as well as played an interactive game were we tried to rank certain foods from 

least sustainable to most sustainable.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

Tasty Video  

Our final tasty video for the season will be released this week, which promotes cooking 

with roommates, using your student card at the stand and of course seasonal spaghetti 

squash. The recipe is a stuffed burrito squash.  

 

Local food discount card promotion  

The local food discount card is officially launched and ready to be picked up at the stand. 

We will begin promo for the card during our second last week of service. We have 

posters to put up around campus as well as a video promoting the card. The card will act 

as a transition for the end of the season for Farmstand. We hope to find other ways to 

distribute the cards around campus, such as in the MSU office, and through different 

service and residences. All ideas are welcomed.   

 

Free Pumpkins for Thanks giving 

With the left over pumpkins from Local Food Fest, we will be giving away free 

pumpkins this week for purchases over $5 (this will encourage many students to buy 

more than the baked goods). 

 

BUDGET  

There are two things I would like to talk about in regards to the budget. Firstly, as seen 

below to the left, is our current revenue in the brackets and our current costs below it. It is 

shown compared to the same time last year. The increased about of sales speaks to the 

amount of people accessing the service.  

 

Secondly, shown next to those figures are our total costs for local food fest, with the total 

cost of the event coming to: $851.00. This comes out of our annual campaigns budget of 

$1500.00. In addition we received $250.00 worth of funding for event from OPIRG. 

Bringing the total cost of the event down to $601.00. 
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Current Prior Yr. 

YTD YTD 

2016-17 2015-16 

  

  (9,409.32) (8,832.30) 

8,771.75 8,823.13 

  

 

CURRENT CHALLENGES  

 

 Emotionally dealing with my final term at Farmstand. Other than that, things are great.  

  

SUCCESSES  

 

Local Food Fest  

As mentioned before, Local Food Fest was an extreme success for the service, a lot of 

hard work went into planning the event and we are very happy with the amount of student 

engagement we were able to achieve.  

 

Volunteers  

Also mentioned earlier, we have many volunteers this year. This is a big success because; 

these are the most volunteers we have had engaging in the service for the past 4 years.  

Item Costs  

Corn  $113.00 
tables $197.00 
Avtek $275.00 
Paint, 
Bowls and 
samples 

$116.00 

Pumpkins  $150.00 

  

Total  $851.00 


