
 
Dear members of Assembly, 
 
Today I am presenting to you some proposed changes to Bylaw 7/B - 
Academic Affairs Council. For those of you unfamiliar with this bylaw, it 
outlines the membership and general procedures for a group that the 
Vice President Education chairs, mainly made up of the Vice President 
Academics of faculty societies. As last year's University Affairs 
Commissioner, I attended all meetings of last year's Academic Affairs 
Council and chaired meetings when the Vice President Education was 
unavailable. I have noticed some discrepancies with the current bylaw, 
and with the addition of the MSU Macademics service, there were some 
changes I would like to make with the membership of the group. 
 
The changes are as follows: 
 
1) Addition of the SRA University Affairs Commissioner as the Vice-
Chair. This is how the council ran last year. As the Vice President 
Education travels frequently and sometimes at a last-minute notice, 
having a Vice-Chair to ensure the group continues to meet is very 
helpful. The SRA University Affairs Commissioner is a great choice for 
this as they have an intimate knowledge of academic issues facing 
undergraduates. 
 
2) Addition of the MSU Macademics Coordinator. This role will oversee 
the MSU's promotion of the McMaster course evaluation period, the 
MSU Course Wiki, promotion of quality of teaching and learning at 
McMaster, MSU Teaching Awards, and the MSU's resource hub of 
academic resources. Essentially, all things academics-related from the 
MSU's perspective are done by this service. By having the coordinator 
sit on the council, we can better communicate and collaborate with 
faculty societies in these endeavors.  
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3) Removal of: 
 Undergraduate Student Representative on the University Senate; 
 The Undergraduate Student Representative on the University 

Board of Governors; 
 Undergraduate Student Representatives on the University 

Planning Committee, the University Budget committee, and the 
University Student Fees Committee; 

 The Vice-President (Education and Community) of the Society of 
Off-Campus Students 

 
This is a reflection of how the council currently operates. In all of the 
meetings I attended of this group, none of these people attended - nor 
did they need to, as the discussion never applied to anything that would 
affect these groups. As well, as these meetings are open, the group 
could invite these representatives when necessary, rather than including 
them consistently. 
 
4) Sharing best practices as a procedure. This was updated to reflect 
the feedback from past members of the council who wanted to use 
meetings to learn from their equivalents from other societies.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
 
Truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
Blake Oliver 
Vice President Education 
McMaster Students Union  


