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SRA BY-ELECTION OCTOBER 20TH

Matthew discusses the qualities that make for a good candidate

Nearly two years ago, I decided to 
do something different. I decided to 
‘get involved’ and run in a by-election 
for the Humanities seat within the 
Student Representative Assembly 
(SRA). Up until that point I hadn’t 
done anything on this campus outside 
of going to class, but I knew that I 
wanted to talk to students and do 
everything I could to somehow make 
our time here at McMaster University 
better. Being a member of the SRA was 
one of the best experiences I have ever 
had at McMaster. It was my starting 
point that eventually led me to my 
current position as MSU President. 
On Thursday, October 20th, 2011 
candidates in Science, Engineering, 
Commerce, Nursing (still accepting 
nominations) and Social Science will 
be seeking your vote in an SRA by-
election. The elected students will 

be representing your interests in the 
decisions made by the SRA for the rest 
of this year. Having served on the SRA 
since October 2009, I wanted to let 
you know what qualities I feel students 
should look for in their candidates.

 It’s important that your 
representative listens to your opinions 
and ideas. The obvious reason being 
that this is your MSU. You should feel 
comfortable bringing your thoughts to 
your SRA representatives when you 
have them. Another helpful quality 
would be the ability work well with 
others. SRA meetings have a tendency 
to last many hours and run much longer 
than expected. At times, arguments 
will take hold. Only when members 
are working together on issues can we 
ensure that we are doing our very best 
for students. A healthy debate is good 
and frankly a necessary element in any 
democratic process. Debate ensures that 
all sides of an issue are being inspected, 
but teamwork on the SRA is essential.  
The last quality you should look for is 
dedication. Try to find a candidate who 
will give everything they have to their 
position. I hope that this little bit of 
insight will help you in your decision, 
and remember to vote in the SRA by-
election on October 20th.

Matthew Dillon-Leitch
President
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MAC BREAD BIN BITES 
INTO CAMPUS HUNGER

With such programs as the Good Food Box and 
Trick or Eat, Mac Bread Bin provides support to 

students who need it most
When you type ‘Hamilton food’ into 

Google, at least half of the options suggested 
are for local food banks. Other obvious search 
topics include restaurants, local farmers’ 
markets, and recipe ideas. Why is it that 
search results relating to food in Hamilton 
are split equally between ways to get food if 
you can afford it and ways to get food if you 
can’t? It seems that the issue of hunger in our 
community hasn’t yet been satisfied.

 MAC Bread Bin is the MSU service 
that encompasses the student food bank and 
a volunteer team that is responsible for health 
and hunger awareness initiatives on campus. 
Keep a lookout for our upcoming Trick or Eat 
event, where we’ll be collecting donations and 
raising awareness on Halloween afternoon. 
Through this and more, we hope to offer you 
a fresh perspective, one that doesn’t require a 
search engine.

Today’s students face uncertainty 
when it comes to job opportunities, career 
direction, and financial plans. With rising 
costs of living and tuition, sometimes it 
can be difficult to make ends meet. Many 
students find themselves racking up debt and 
without a clear plan on how to repay it. It 
can cause someone who has paid thousands 
of dollars to a post-secondary institute to 
be unable to afford groceries. This may be 
difficult to digest, but it’s a reality and the 

reason why food banks exist.
 At MAC Bread Bin, our main goal is 

to provide healthy and affordable options 
for you. We sell Good Food Boxes every 
month through the MSU Accounting Office 
(MUSC 201). This program offers $20-
$30 of fresh produce from local farmers at 
a subsidized price ($12 for regular orders, 
$10 for Bread Bin users). We welcome new 
clients!

 We also offer an emergency food 
voucher system that can be found online 
on our website, www.msumcmaster.ca/
breadbin. Requests are filled within 72 hours 
and can then be picked up anonymously 
from a locker on-campus. To compensate 
for any additional aid required, Hamilton 
Food Share is a great local resource that will 
provide food supplies to individuals in need.

 Finally something you can really sink 
your teeth into, MAC Bread Bin is truly 
an example of students helping students. If 
you have any inquiries or would like to get 
involved feel, free to contact macbreadbin@
msu.mcmaster.ca or visit our website.
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