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State of the Union addreSS - jan 26 @ twelveighty

the Board of directors invites the campus community to the 2012 MSU State of the Union, 
appetizers and complimentary soft drinks will be served! Bar service will be available

On Thursday, January 26 we will host 
the MSU’s State of the Union Address at 
TwelvEighty from 1:30pm – 3pm. This 
event will provide insight into the status of 
the MSU, projects that have been completed 
and a comprehensive presentation on the 
direction of the organization. The address is 
based off of a document that was developed 
by last year’s Board of Directors and proved 
so successful that it has been instituted as 
something the MSU will write every year.

One of the most challenging aspects 
of my job is explaining precisely what the 
MSU is and does in only a short amount of 
time.  The efforts of the MSU are vast, as 
it is intended to be reflective of its student 
membership. One of the reasons why the 
State of the Union exists is to help inform 
students as to what it is that the MSU does. 
I got involved with the MSU not exactly 
sure what the organization was all about, 
- what it was, what it did, and why any of 
those things mattered. Yet I frequented 
Union Market, would eat at TwelvEighty 
and bought my bus tickets at Compass. 
All of which I later learned were operated 
by the MSU. I was an unconscious user of 
MSU services and businesses, and having 
experienced not being involved, I believe 
my experiences are reflective of the average 
student. The State of the Union is an attempt 
to curb that lack of understanding. It is an 
attempt to help explain why you pay into 

this organization and how the MSU works 
diligently to benefit you as a student. The 
MSU is full of potential, but in order to 
actualize our fullest potential, students 
need know who and what we are. We must 
explain our efforts and display value to the 
student body. 

The State of the Union was developed 
not only to help explain what the MSU is 
but to also provide some direction into the 
future. Each year, candidates run for the 
position of MSU President with a multitude 
of ideas and promises, but because not every 
student knows what the MSU does, it is 
often difficult to choose which candidate 
best reflects your interests. For many, this 
becomes a barrier to voting as they feel 
‘getting involved’ doesn’t matter. Our 
forthcoming State of the Union document 
and address is intended to help provide 
some organizational context, and guide not 
only those seeking elected positions within 
the MSU, but those who want to judge the 
feasibility of an idea or concept during the 
forthcoming elections.

 In the past, the MSU President 
delivered a State of the Union address 
exclusively to the Student Representative 
Assembly (SRA). Starting last year and 
continuing now, the State of the Union will 
be delivered to all who wish to listen, in a 
very public display. With this address and 
this document, we are looking to not only 
bring back a part of our tradition, but also 
inform students on what exactly the MSU 
is, what it does and why it matters.

The address will be followed by 
a question and answer period with 
complimentary appetizers and soft drinks 
provided.

In the mean time please feel free to 
contact me with any questions or concerns 
you have about the MSU.

I hope to see you there!
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CaMpUS CoMpoSting iS now avaiLaBLe in the 
StUdent Centre

for compost, visit www.sustainability.
mcmcaster.ca. You will also notice a sign 
posted above the compost bin across from 
Union Market, outlining the “Do’s” and 
“Don’ts” of composting. 

 MACgreen has played an integral 
part in the development of the composting 
program, as well as continuing another 
sustainability initiative; Plastic Bottle Free. 
After the adoption of the MSU Plastic Bottle 
Free Policy by the Student Representative 
Assembly (SRA) earlier this year, a lot 
of work has been done to implement our 
commitment. The policy states no MSU 
money will go towards the purchase of 
single-use plastic bottles (with the exception 
of our retail outlets).  Furthermore, the 
Plastic Bottle Free Pledge initiative stems 
from McMaster waste audit results that 
show plastics are a large contributor to waste 
on campus, particularly in comparison to 
glass and aluminum. The ‘Go Plastic Bottle 
Free’ project introduced last spring will 
continue with an educational campaign, 

promotion of the pledge and a an info 
package which will be available for MSU 
and University departments and offices that 
wish to become Plastic Bottle Free Zones. 
This initiative strives to promote educated 
consumerism, while not reducing students’ 
choices. Union Market is contributing to 
this by looking to provide a wider variety of 
beverages in aluminum and glass containers. 
For more information or to take the pledge 
please visit www.plasticbottlefree.com. 

 Composting and Plastic Bottle Free 
are just two examples of the important 
sustainability initiatives the MSU has 
committed to this year. Also in development 
from MACgreen is an organization-wide 
sustainability audit, that will help to focus 
future MSU sustainability endeavours. 
Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions or comments regarding these 
programs. Feedback is always welcomed and 
much appreciated in the quest to expand 
sustainability initiatives at McMaster. 

For now, happy composting!

in 2009 when the Office of Sustainability 
worked with the MSU service MACgreen, 
Hospitality Services and Facility Services to 
investigate the opportunity to incorporate 
composting as a method of waste diversion 
on campus. Since that time, composting has 
been implemented in kitchens and dining 
areas around campus including Mary E. 
Keyes, Bridges Café, TwelvEighty, La 
Piazza and the Phoenix. Union Market also 
participates by composting food scraps and 
organic material such as coffee grinds, sugar 
packets, wooden stir sticks, coffee cups and 
bagel crumbs. With these successes, the 
next step saw the expansion of the program. 
The call for the resources for personal 
composting on campus has been voiced by 
students repeatedly, and the MSU is proud 
to have contributed to this expansion of the 
composting program. 

 Acceptable items for compost include 
fruits and vegetables, bread products, 
napkins and milk cartons. For a full list of 
acceptable items, as well as items not suitable 

Notice anything different outside 
of Union Market lately? Take a look and 
you’ll find that composting is now available 
in the McMaster University Student 
Centre! The MSU, in collaboration with 
MUSC Administration and the Office of 
Sustainability have expanded the campus 
composting program to include a public 
compost bin in the Student Centre, located 
across from Union Market. This is an 
exciting example of one of the sustainability 
initiatives the MSU has taken on this year.  

 The campus composting program began 

SECOND SEMESTER TEACHING AWARDS ARE COMING SOON! NOMINATIONS WILL BE OPEN FROM JAN 22 UNTIL FEB 5
VISIT TEACHINGAWARDS.MSUMCMASTER.CA FOR INFO AND NOMINATION FORMS


