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Blue Chair: a seat to some, a symBol for others
annual campaign aims to ensure that post-secondary education

is available for all who are qualified

From March 5 – 9, McMaster 
University will be taking time to 
reflect on the importance of access 
to post-secondary education. The 
Blue Chair Campaign is an annual  
initiative wherein our campus will be 
packed with blue chairs. The empty 
blue chairs represent the lost potential 
of our university and on campuses 
across the province of Ontario.  
When post-secondary education 
becomes unattainable and altogether 
inaccessible, everyone suffers. In 
short, the empty blue chair represents 
the student who is not able to enter 
post-secondary education. Students 
from across our province are regularly 
faced with the challenge of accessing 
post-secondary education for a 
myriad of reasons, which can include; 

breakfasts and more.
So, why should you care?  Well 

here are a few facts to consider:
•	 The average student debt after 

graduation is $26, 680
•	 Rural students are 60% less likely 

to attend university than urban 
students

•	 Only 9% of aboriginal students 
attend post-secondary education

•	 Students from higher income 
families are twice as likely to attend 
university
While thousands of students 

have found a way to make attending 
university possible, there is still a 
severe lack of representation at our 
institutions. Financial accessibility 
continues to remain the largest 
deterrent to university attendance. 
Thousands of qualified people don’t 
have the means to access post-secondary 
education. Whether it be financial, 
cultural, geographical, motivational or 
informational, the barriers to education 
are vast.  Take some time during March 
5 – 9 and check out the events taking 
place in the Student Centre and help 
Ontario students find their seat. 
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survey will help Determine what replaCes 
travelCuts in stuDent Centre

Student Centre opened, over twenty 
years after students started paying for 
the building. For over twenty years 
students paid for a building that they 
would never get to use, and they 
did this because they believed it was 
something future McMaster students 
needed.

The Student Centre is a 
representation of student vision and 
accomplishment. As such, I want to 
ensure that the vendor chosen to fill 
the current vacancy is relevant and 
desired by students. The best way I 
can advocate for you is if you vote 
for what you would like to see in the 
Student Centre. To do this, please visit 
http://studentcentre.msumcmaster.ca and 
fill out our brief survey. The current 
options are:  
•	 Food	Services (sandwiches/wraps/

soups, coffee house etc.)  
•	 Merchandise (clothing and/or 

retail, etc.)  
•	 Financial	Services (Bank, Credit 

Union, Financial advice, etc.) 
•	 Beau t i c i an ( S a l o n / B a r b e r , 

Optometrist, Aesthetician, etc.)
Please help us decide what should 

be in the Student Centre.  Help us plan 
for future students and help honour 
the tradition of McMaster students 
who have aspired to make this campus 
better.

You have likely noticed by now 
that Travel Cuts no longer operates 
in the Student Centre.  The space left 
behind is currently vacant and the 
search for a new vendor has begun. 
A few proposals have been received 
by the MUSC Board of Management 
(the group in charge of operating the 
Student Centre, comprised of student 
and University representation), but we 
need your help to make a decision. 

The importance of the Student 
Centre is not simply that it provides 
a space for all of us – but also because 
of what the MUSC represents. The 
McMaster University Student Centre 
is physical proof of the capability of 
students. The building’s history can 
be traced back to the 1970’s when 
the MSU began the process to turn 
Hamilton Hall into a student centre. 
During the 1980’s, the MSU realized 
that this space would not suffice and in 
1988 a levy was instituted to pay for a 
new student centre. In 2002 the current 

Not entirely. There needs to be a 
stronger focus on delivering innovative 
forms of education to students who 
may not have traditionally had any 
opportunity to pursue post-secondary 
education. Early outreach mechanisms, 
coupled with generous forms of 
financial assistance and a fair tuition 
framework are approaches to solving 
the accessibility problem, but they are 
definitely not standalone solutions. 
Most students and decision makers 
are surprised to learn that Ontario’s 
current university participation rate 
of 18-24 year olds from high-income 
households is 49 per cent, compared 
with only 18 per cent from low-income 
households.

Take time out of your day during 
OUSA Blue Chair Week to sport the 
colour blue as a means of showing your 
support of access to higher education. 
Also, visit the MSU Advocacy Street 
Team in the Student Centre to learn 
more about the students who aren’t 
sitting next to you in your Biology or 
History lecture. The week will include 
contests, a gigantic blue chair, many 
normal-sized blue chairs, pancake 

financial, motivational, geographical 
and informational barriers (to name 
a few). The Blue Chair Campaign 
is a grassroots, student-led initiative 
that seeks to expand access to higher 
education, as an equalizer of economic 
prosperity and social vitality. In an 
attempt to raise awareness amongst 
students and decision makers, the 
campaign aims to educate and advocate 
on behalf of those who cannot, in the 
hopes of reducing barriers to post-
secondary education.

The commonly used statistic of 
future employment qualifications 
indicates that within the next 10 
years, 70% of jobs will require a post-
secondary credential. This means  
(now more than ever) it is essential 
for additional students to be given the 
means and motivation to access higher 
education. I’m a huge fan of the mantra 
“If you get the grades, you get to go”, 
because it designates universities as 
places of higher learning that are not 
tied to financial backgrounds.

So the debate continues. Is the 
opening of three new campuses the 
answer to the accessibility question? 

The space on the �rst �oor of the McMaster 
University Student Centre (MUSC), currently 
occupied by Travel Cuts, will soon be vacant. 
The MUSC Board of Management is currently 
looking for a new tenant. 

There are four classi�cations of potential 
vendors, they are indicated below. 

Vote online to select which vendor 
class you want to see:

OPTIONS ARE: 
Food Services
Merchandise 
Financial Services
Beautician 

STUDENT 
CENTRE 
SURVEY

http://studentcentre.msumcmaster.ca

there is a vacant space in the student centre…

take the

FOR WHAT YOU WANT 
TO SEE IN ITS PLACE.


