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STUDENTS SET TO RECOGNIZE THE BEST 
INSTRUCTORS OF 2011/2012

MSU Teaching Awards Ceremony – March 21st, 2012

The 2011-2012 MSU Teaching 
Awards Ceremony is next week, 
and I’d like to take this opportunity 
to personally invite everyone to this 
incredibly significant event. A year 
of nominations, class evaluations and 
overall enthusiasm has culminated 
in this celebrated occasion where 
we as students take an evening to 
recognize excellent teaching. The 
event will include remarks from 
senior administration including 
President and Vice Chancellor Dr. 
Patrick Deane, Provost and Vice 
President (Academic) Dr. Ilene 
Busch-Vishniac and Associate 
Vice President (Academic) Dr. 
Peter Smith.  In addition, many 
students will have an opportunity 
to give thanks and honour the best 
professors across all faculty lines, as 
determined by students.
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FUTURE POLICY PRIORITIES SET AT OUSA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(ONCAT) is working to facilitate and 
support academic collaboration and 
the development of transfer pathways 
amongst Ontario’s publicly funded 
colleges and universities. Our policy 
paper cites a commitment to working 
together on that front.

Following the breakout sessions 
where we discussed our policy papers, 
there was also a visit from local MPP 
and Minister of Agriculture, Food & 
Rural Affairs Ted McMeekin, as well 
as MPP Rob Leone, PC Critic for 
the Ministry of Training, Colleges 
& Universities. Discussions on the 
Drummond Report, future policy for 
the organization (northern & rural 
students, student financial assistance 
and students with disabilities) and a 
presentation on the survey results from 
the Quality of Education Assessment 
were all large priorities of conversation 
throughout the three-day conference 
weekend.

The weekend was a clear indication 
that the McMaster Students Union is 
committed to putting forward educated 
solutions for a more accessible, 
affordable and higher quality post-
secondary education system.

This past weekend, McMaster was 
home to the Ontario Undergraduate 
Student Alliance (OUSA) Spring 
General Assembly. From March 9 – 
11, approximately 60 students from 
nine different student associations 
across Ontario came together to 
debate and discuss policy decisions 
that will affect the large majority of 
undergraduate students over the next 
few years. The weekend began with an 
introduction from Provost and Vice 
President (Academic) Dr. Ilene Busch-
Vishniac, followed by a presentation 
from the McMaster University Student 
Wellness Centre. In addition, students 
had a chance to set the discourse 
around three of our policy papers – 
student health, student mobility and 
mature students.

each semester from within the 
undergraduate population. TAC then 
identifies trends in the nominations, 
short-listing the most nominated 
professors across the various faculties.  
In person class evaluations are then 
conducted and the winners of MSU 
Teaching Awards are chosen based 
on a committee decision.

 The evening will focus heavily 
on recognizing the importance 
of teaching quality, through the 
bestowment of the Merit Award as 
well as the Lifetime Achievement 
Award. In addition, one award for 
outstanding education will be given 
to a professor from each faculty. The 
event is a chance for us, as students to 
reflect on the personal experiences we 
have had with our professors and the 
lasting effect that teaching can have 
on the overall student experience.

 Please join us for an evening of 
students recognizing the incredible 
work that our professors continue 
to put into this institution and 
our education. All are welcome 
to the MSU Teaching Awards on 
Wednesday, March 21 from 6-9pm 
in Gilmour Hall 111, (Council 
Chambers). Appetizers will be 
served.

Within student health, the 
major aspects of the paper were 
campus health services, mental 
health, accessibility services, first year 
transition, international students, 
health promotion, as well as racialized, 
aboriginal and LGBTQ students. Each 
OUSA paper is composed of principles, 
concerns and recommendations that 
we then utilize to lobby the provincial 
government. In particular, some of 
our key recommendations included 
the creation of a comprehensive 
strategy on enhanced health service 
provision that includes institutions, 
student organizations and other sector 
stakeholders, as well as dedicated 
government funding for student health 
clinics on campus. The paper went on 
to cover the importance of funding 
for system-wide initiatives aimed at 
improving the mental health of post-
secondary students and enhancing 
the transition phase from secondary 
school to post-secondary education. 
Finally, one of the most important 
considerations in the paper was the 
recommendation to have the Ontario 
government change the definition of 
disability to better reflect the episodic 

nature of mental illness and ensure 
students suffering from mental health 
can still benefit from accessibility 
services, appropriate academic 
accommodations and student financial 
assistance.

The discussions surrounding 
student mobility focused heavily on 
credit transfer between universities 
and from college to university, with 
particular emphasis on facilitating a 
simple, easy, free-flowing system within 
the post-secondary sector. Currently in 
Ontario, there is no standardization 
when transferring institutions, and it is 
up to the individual student to appeal 
when credits are not transferred over 
to the new institution. More often 
than not, institutions are unwilling 
to transfer credits from a different 
school based on varying sets of criteria, 
fostering a system of mobility that is 
completely inaccessible. Specifically, 
minimum grade requirements 
sometimes prevent students who have 
demonstrated sufficient knowledge 
to successfully complete a class from 
transferring earned credits to their 
new degree. Currently, the Ontario 
Council for Articulation and Transfer 
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