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The search for my replacement 
is on. The MSU Presidential Elec-
tion is in full swing. Five passion-
ate and dedicated teams have taken 
over the Student Centre to promote 

their respective candidates. The 
campaign period began on Sunday, 
January 17 and will conclude on 
Thursday, January 28. I encourage 
everyone to vote on the 26, 27, or 28 
of this month, via the preferential 
ballot that will be emailed to all full-
time McMaster undergraduates.

Perhaps the question I get asked 
the most is what the MSU President 
does on a day-to-day basis. Eight 
months into the role, I still struggle 
with the answer, because the Presi-
dent’s duties change every day. One 
thing I know for sure is that I get to 
work with and for some of the best 
people around.

I don’t know who you should 
vote for; that completely depends 
on you. Platform points are import-
ant, as they show you a candidate’s 
goals for the year, but to me, the 
platform is not as important as the 
individual behind it. At the end of 
the day, the platform is a relatively 

small part of the job.
The things that come across my 

desk vary widely. To handle the job’s 
diverse and unpredictable demands, 
the next President must have a thor-
ough, holistic understanding of stu-
dent life here at Mac. They must be 
willing to work 
hard but also work 
smart. They must 
also be good at 
communicating 
and multitasking.

If I was in 
your shoes (I wear 
a size 13, so it 
might be hard to fit in your shoes), I 
would vote for a candidate in whom 
I could see myself, whom I would 
feel comfortable representing me, 
and whose principles and values 
resonated with mine. 

This is not to downplay the 
importance of platform points, as 
those might be the only way you 

might interact with the candidates. 
In addition, though, I encourage 
you to attend the Presidential De-
bate on January 21, in order to get a 
sense of the candidates as individu-
als. Visit them in MUSC or on social 
media. Links to all campaign mate-

rial can be found 
at msumcmaster.
ca/elections.

If a candi-
date’s platform 
stands out to you, 
feel free to vote 
for them. On the 
other hand, do 

not be afraid to take a step back 
from the big ideas to evaluate what 
each candidate brings to the table.

This year has been great so far, 
and I am excited to find out who is 
going to replace me in the coolest 
job on campus. When you get the 
Elections link in your email later 
this month, please open it and vote.
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... I would vote 
for a candidate 

in whom I could 
see myself  ...
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