
 
Dear Members of the Student Representative Assembly, 
 
  I hope you everyone is having a good Super Bowl Sunday. I am sending 
this email to update the assembly on the MSU fees for the upcoming year. 
According to the MSU Bylaw 5, I am required to send these updates by 
January 31st. However, I was not told the official CPI used to calculate the fee 
increase until Thursday, January 28th, thus making the fee difficult to report 
to you before the 31st.  
 
  For fiscal year 2015-2016, the MSU increased our fee by 1.4% to $124.33 
per student, even though inflation was 2.4%. This meant, that we lost a 
potential $1.70 per student, or $36,000. This was sufficient for last fiscal year, 
but it is not a indefinite solution. Due to good fiscal management we have 
been able to spend at more appropriate levels, with a an actual operating 
deficit of $2000. Additionally, many of the expenses the MSU incurs rise at 
greater than inflation. Our largest expense, aggregate staffing costs, rise 
greater than inflation due to providing all our staff inflationary increases and 
adding new staff and additional hours to current positions. Also, food costs 
continue to grow at significantly greater rates than inflation, affecting our 
costs of goods sold and costs on our services who use food. In addition, with 
Maccess being created, as well as general uncertainty in the financial markets 
(the MSU has a very safe portfolio, however there is a systemic risk affecting 
all investment portfolios), it is difficult to continue to grow without increasing 
our fees by inflation.  
 
 I have also increased the CFMU and Health and Dental Fees by inflation 
as well. This is because CFMU essentially operates at cost, since their fee was 
reduced 2 years ago. These inflationary increases help to ensure CFMU stays 
in a healthy and sustainable financial position. Also, as of beginning of fiscal 
year 2015-2016, the  Health and Dental funds are either in deficit or a healthy 
position.  To maintain current service levels, it is imperative we increase the 
health and dental fees by inflation.   
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TO: Student Representative Assembly 
FROM: Vice President (Finance) 

SUBJECT: Fees for 2016-2017 

DATE: February 2, 2016 



 
 The one fee I am freezing next year is the Marmor fee. This is because 
we are on pace to run a large operating surplus for the Marmor, and we 
shouldn't charge fees which we don't need to offer to students services. In 
addition, all the other fees in Bylaw 5 - Appendix A will increase by inflation. 
The attached fee list is below 
Please let me know if you have any questions 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Daniel D'Angela  
Vice President (Finance) 
vpfinance@msu.mcmaster.ca 
 

Fee Schedule 2016/2017  2015-2016 
 2016-2017                                      

(Increased by inflation rate 
of 1.2%)  

      
 MSU Operating Fee   $                                  124.33   $                               125.82  
 CFMU Capital and Operation   $                                    12.90   $                                 12.95  
 Marmor (No Increase)  $                                      9.22   $                                   9.22  
 WUSC   $                                      1.53   $                                   1.55  
 Health Insurance   $                                  109.95   $                               111.25  
 Dental Insurance   $                                  118.90   $                               120.30  
 Incite   $                                      0.99   $                                   1.00  
 OPIRG   $                                      7.83   $                                   7.92  
 Solar Car   $                                      1.10   $                                   1.11  
 EWB   $                                      0.38   $                                   0.38  
 MMB   $                                      0.92   $                                   0.93  
 Student Services Fee   $                                      4.53   $                                   4.58  
 Administrative Services   $                                      1.21   $                                   1.22  
 Sports Complex Fee   $                                      4.67   $                                   4.73  
 Athletics and Recreation Fee   $                                  116.09   $                               117.48  
 Student Health Services Fee   $                                    59.39   $                                 60.10  
 Orientation Fee   $                                  115.36   $                               116.74  
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